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Andrea
At the Inquiry hearing last week we were advised that if there was anything else we
wanted the Committee to know we should send it to you.  It was brought to my attention
today that in the version of the final DVPC Submission I lodged, I inadvertently neglected
to include a few comments from one of our members that the DVPC had agreed to.   The
elements that I left out were the following:

 
There continue to be gaps in access to housing that is accessible, affordable, timely
and that gives security of tenure for women and children leaving domestic violence
(including the private rental market). The shortage of affordable and appropriate
housing, with one of the most expensive housing markets of all states and
territories, makes it very difficult for women leaving violence to find somewhere to
live. In this regard, issues faced by victims who identify as being from transgender or
intersex communities are exacerbated. Additionally, victims who identify as being
from culturally and religiously diverse communities may need tailored support in
their access to refuges and lack of sustainable funding puts extra pressure on
workers and in some cases puts victims in a disadvantaged position.
 
The Council also welcomed the $1.2 million investment in interpreting services in ACT
Courts and Tribunal, however, in the Death Review, the Council highlighted that many of
the victims did not access help from police, domestic violence services or other frontline
responders to violence. They did however, had contact with service providers unrelated
to domestic violence (such as with healthcare and legal professionals). In light of this
finding, the Council believes funding for translating and interpreting services should not
be limited to ACT Courts and Tribunal and family violence specialist services so clients are
not disadvantaged due to the divide between Commonwealth and Territory funding for
certain areas of service provision

 
I hope you are able to pass these brief additions on to the Committee.  Please let me know
if you need any further information.
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