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Ethics and音ntegrity Adviser

M「s Vicki Dume, MLA

Speaker

Legisiative Assembly fo「 the Aust「a=an Capitai Territory

Civic Squa「e

London Ci「cuit

CANBERRA ACT　2600

Dea「 Madam Speake「

一「efer to your 「equest 5 August 2015 fo「 advice in relation to proposed travel to Taiwan.

Background

You have advised me as fo=ows:

●　The Gove「nment ofTaipei has invited you to Iead an Assembly delegation to Taiwan

between 17 and 23 August 2015.

●　Similar invitations we「e issued to other Members ofthe Assembly’and to your senior

adviser.

●　Those invitations we「e on the basis that the govemment ofTaipei would pay a=

associated t「aveI and accommodation costs and some incidental costs’and wouid

host the deIegation for some hospitaIity during the visit.

●　Those jnvitations have been accepted by you「seif, D「 Ch「is Bourke MLA’MrAnd「ew

Wa= MLA and your senior adviser"

. lnvitations we「e not extended to spouses or othe「famtry membe「S and none w冊

traveI with the delegation〇

・ Delegates w岬ay any other costs not borne by the government OfTaipe申ncluding

Pe「SOnaI costs.

●　You have made a determination of AssembIy travel to make it cIear that deIegates

wouid be attending, aS intended by the Taiwan Economic and CuItural O冊Ce) aS

rep「esentatives of the Legislative AssembIy.

Celeb看ating twenty yearS Of democracy

ll IVIay 1989- 11 May 2OO9

Legisiative Assembly fo「 the Australian Capitai Territo「y

ClVIC Squa「e. London Ci「cult (GPO Box lO20) C∂nber「a ACT 2601

P「lnted onto lOO% recYCied paper



● ln p「eparation for the visit, the delegation has been o「Wili be b「iefed with mate「iais

from the CommonweaIth Department of Forelgn Affai「S and T「ade・

●　You w用decla「e the benefits 「eceived by you underthese a「「angements in your

Member’s Declaration of Interests.

●　You understand that Dr Bourke and MrWa= w川make sim=a「decla「ations, and you「

senio「 advise「 w紺make a decIaration ofthe benefits received by him to you as his

employer.

●　Unde「 the itine「a「y being compiled by the gove「nment ofTaipe一, yOu eXPeCt tO meet

with key government representatives in Taipel and visit a number of gove「nment,

indust「iaI and sociai facilities and services across Taiwan, and you hope to

st「engthen the ties which Canberra and the AssembIy aiready have with Taiwan"

You have asked fo「 my advice as the Assembiy’s Ethics and Integrity Adviser in relation to

you「 acceptance, and that of your senio「 adviser言n 「elation to the invitation f「om the

govemment of Taipel.

Advice

- pe「ceive no necessary concem of an ethjcal or integ「ity -SSue With the ar「angements

desc「ibed above.

I understand that, WhiIe the Aust「alian Govemment does not 「ecogn-Se Taiwan as a

nation/state, it does support and encourage t「ade言nvestment, Cultu「aI, education and other

links, I fuhhe「 unde「stand that Taiwan is AustraIia,s eighth-Iargest goods and servjces

export ma「ket, that there is a g「ow-ng -nVeStment relationshjp and that Taiwan is an

面POrtant SOurCe Of tourists and ove「SeaS Students.

In these circumstances, I believe there is a cIea「丁erritory interest in fostering and fu軸e「ing

the 「eiationship between the Territory and Taiwan for the benefit of the Territory・ and that

interaction between Members of the AssembIy and 「epresentatives of the gove「nment of

Taipel may be an appropriate strategy to that end・ The fact that the govemment of Taipel

has extended the invitation in question suggests that it too shares those beliefs

i thus conside「 that a visit to Taipei by the delegation can prope「iy be 「ega「ded as o冊CiaI

business for rep「esentatives of the Assembiy・

丁he acceptance of benefits such as third-Parfy payment of travel, aCCOmmOdation and

associated costs in comection with o怖ciaI business of the Assembly is pe「missible but

should compIy with p「incIPies set out in the Members, Code of Conduct.

These incIude the fo=owlng:

(1)　MembeIS ShouId at a〃 t肋es act励h hteg殉y honesfy and d杓ence・

作/ Members shou/d act o旬所the加terests of and w励respect for拘e peaple of

紡e Austra伯n Cap胎/ r七硯ory and m confom旬y w筋a〃 laws app〃cabIe /n the

了もmtoγ.

㈹　MembeIS Shou/d a/ways act in the pub侮inte′eS4 make decisions and choices

on me巧and not seek fo gah7勅ancia/ or other bene解for fhemseIves, their

fam砂or励ends.



(4)

(旬　MembeIS Should be transpaIent所y and accountabIe穴叩theh. decis/OnS and

acfrons, Shou佃avo胸or appIpp所etely resoIve any actual or reasonably peI℃eived

con鵬ts of hteIeSt and shouH submit themseIves fo appIPphate scmthy.

丁he Code fし而her p「OVides that:

Consistent w/th the above pnnc勅es, MembeIS旬hher unde万ake that they shou/d:

(1Q/ Actively seek to pIeVent any COn胸t of mteIeS4 or的e peI℃eption of such a

con鮪o鼻a高ehg between the存duties as a Member and紡e存peISOnal a砲座and

hterests, take a〃 reasonabIe steps to ′eSOIve any such con伽ot or pe,℃eption

Ofa con鵬t mat does a励ee, and:

(a) comply∴w/th secfron 15　of the Aus細〃an Cap舶/ r七研Ory

(Se佐GovemmenリAct 1988 (Cwtり;

砂　decIare the存pecuniary hteIeStS and ensuI℃約at me存decIaratわn is kept

叩fo date pursuant fo the I℃SOIutfon of me Assembly Dec/arafron of

mvate /nteIeStS Of MembeIS’agIeed fo on 7 Apm 1992佃s amended or

replaced from紡7e tO存加か/nclude h the Memberb Statement of

Regis細ble /nterests a〃 g侃s, paymentS, fees′ reWards or bene雅s vaIued

at more than $100 IeCeived h oomecfron w/th me Member’s旬nctめns as

a Membe号and

砂　dscIose h a manner approp府te to me c面oumstances any other伽anciaI

or non一伽ancねI hteIeS=hat they may ho/dタOr Whbh fhey may be

reasonady peI℃eived fo hoId (O的er man as a member of the pub侮Or Of a

b′Oad c/ass of persons) which a ′e戸SOnabIe obseWe両胸med of that

hteres4 mゆht peI℃eive as gIVIng nSe fo a conHict of /nteIeSt W/th the

perfomance of the Memberb duty as a Member

(11) Not so〃cit fo unde庇ke, Or unde府ke, any aCtivity as a Member in It;tum for

the provisfon, promise or expectafron of any /mproper bene雅fo the Member or

to another person.

Pub=c disc10Sure through timely declarations of the benefits to be received by Membe「S’aS

p「oposed言S CIearIy 「equired by the Code and the applicabie Assembly resoIution.

So too is a proper standard of conduct in the deaIings that delegation members may have

with o冊ciaIs ofthe govemment ofTaipe- and in any business of the Assembiy that may

ensue from the de-egation’s visit. There is nothing inhe「ent in the a「「angements p「OPOSed

that wouId be inconsistent with such proper conduct.

So fa「 as the incIusion ofyou「 senior aciviser in the delegation is conce「ned’it is my

unde「standing that he w紺pa面cipate in the various visits to be undehaken by the delegation

and w… provide support to you as requi「ed, SuCh as by maintain-ng aPPrOPriate records of

those visits and fo=owIng uP On any underfakings g-Ven Or reCeived du「ing those visits. As a

resuIt, the functions underfaken by him wh=e in Taiwan w冊be akin to those o怖ciaI functions

he undehakes for you in Canber「a"

in my expe「ience and understanding言t is quite common fo「 a senio「 member of a

Gove「nment Executive or of a Parliament to be accompanied by a staff membe「 On OVerSeaS

Visits of this natu「e.



AccordingIy l perceive no concem of an ethicai or integrjty iSSue in the inciusion of your

Senior advise「 in the deIegation and in his pa両cipation therein being viewed as o鮒cial

business.

Again, howeve「, there are p「ovisjons of the Membe「’s Code of Conduct that a「e reIevant,

The Code provides as fo=ows:

(14) /n紡eir oapac旬y as an emp/oyer on beha/f of the lemtory under約e Legis/af/ve

Assemb小(Members’StaIりAct 1 989:

(少∴ fam〃fa庵e memseIves and oomp小wi勅的e tems and cond柄ons on which

me〃一peISOnaI staff aIe engaged and w筋a〃 app/babIe po/foies and

practides�7C/udmg those Ielated fo occupationa/ hea/的　and safefy/

discIlmhaf/on, ha伯ssment and bu均4ng equaI emp/oyment oppo万un句y

and use of hfoma“on techno/ogy);

作)

砂　〔肪ect me〃“ peISOna/ staff to be mmdん/ of me Memberさcomm柄nent fo

臨s Code of Conduct and to assist肋e Member to comply w筋的is Code

Of Conduct; and

(少　difect初eh- peISOnaI staff fo comply w/th any oode of conduct app/icable to

紡ose stafffrom初ne fo thne.

Consistent with the above it is言n pa面CuIa「, important that your seno「 adviser’s pa面cipation

and t「aveI be p「ope「Iy app「oved so as to ensure that he is prope「Iy absent from Canbe「「a

and fui看y cove「ed for occupationaI heaIth and safety purposes. in these 「egards, it is my

understanding that, Whiie you can di「ect and approve his perfo「mance of his 「oIe in the

deiegation, a mOVement requisition for his travel (aibeit not at Assembly expense) shouId be

app「OVed by the Clerk.

Piease do not hesitate to contact me if you require any fu宜he「 advice in reiation to the

above.

6 August 2014


