Christopher L.Watson
79 Denny Latham ACT 2615

18/5/07

Hanna Jaireth

Secretary
Assembly Standing Commitiee on Planning & Environment
Canberra ACT

Re ‘Public Transport Inguiry’

“_...Australia where, as we know, public transport is intended as a form of
punishment for people who do not have a cars ...” ( Professor Jenny Stewart,
Univ of Canberra , Canberra Times, May 7, 2007)

Alas! As a resident and ardent user of Canberra’s bus system for over 30 years, I can
attest that the above statement has become only too true for the Nation’s capital.

It is therefore very timely for your Committee to take the 2004 publication of the
relatively well-documented “Sustainable Transport Plan for the ACT™ as a basis for
analysis . Indeed your inspection of this Report will reveal if there has been any real
progress since 2004 — and also ascertain what, if any, Government commitments are
in train?

May I suggest that the Committee interviews the previous Planning Minister, Simon
Corbell (and the relevant professionals), who wrote a visionary forward to this 2004
Report, and, of course, ascertain the thinking of the recently-appointed incambent,
Andrew Barr.

Hallmarks of a well-utilised city public transport system

The most obvious factors are those of reasonable speed, absolute reliability, good
frequency, cheapness and within a walking distance of say S00m.

‘A chain is only as strong as its weakest link’.

Currently, the system’s most obvious flaw is poor frequency (realised now by most
Canberrans. An unprecedented downgrading occurred in Dec 2006 when weekday
bus frequencies, in most suburbs, were cut from half-hourly to hourly services
between 9am & 5pm! These cuts were rightly seen as draconian and, moreover, no
regionally advertised public meetings were called to allow a modicum of consultation.
As a result the public at large views bus travel as a transport mode to be avoided if at
all possible; a mode to be left to the young and old, the poor, and for others, who do
not drive or do not have cars; yes a “punishment” according to Professor Stewart.
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Urgent Priorities Now for Upgrading Use & Image of Public Transport in the ACT

1.Frequency of suburban services to be immediately restored to at least half-hourly.

2. The ACT Government response to mobility in an era of climate change & oil
depletion: :

With the belated Federal Government realisation of the link between carbon
emissions and climatic warming the issue of lowering transport emissions becomes
ever more urgent.

Although the role of public transport - as well as walking & cycling - was certainly
recognised in the 2004 ACT’s ‘Sustainable Transport Plan’ , as helping to reduce
greenhouse emissions, the extreme urgency of their rapid diminution was not
canvassed. A target of just 14% emissions was suggested by 2026 (Fig 22)! Scientists
are now calling for reductions of the order of 80% by 2050 ( see, for example, the
piece “Doing the numbers on climate change basics”, [Canberra Times, April 27,
2007] by Dr Andrew Macintosh).

The public needs to be informed of the total & per capita carbon emissions used in
transporting ourselves in the ACT; also, of course, the percentage of major
components: viz. car, bus & taxi. Trends must be known & targets need to be set and
publicised in the media - just as we now do, with no expense spared, in curtailing our
water use.

Unfortunately, projected high rates of population growth in Australia as a whole (now
an extra million every four years) - and thereby influencing Canberra growth levels -
will make an efficient public transport system for the ACT even more imperative.

Obviously, public transport must, per force, be a major part of the ACT Govt's climate

change strategy, which is reported to be due out in a few weeks.

Sincerely,
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