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• Council of Australian Government (COAG)

Outline



National Capital Plan

The National Capital Plan (the Plan) is the strategic plan for Canberra 
and the Territory. It ensures that 'Canberra and the Territory are 
planned and developed in accordance with their national 
significance' 

The key matters of national significance include:
- The pre-eminence of the role of Canberra and the Territory as the 
National Capital.
- Preservation and enhancement of the landscape features that give 
the National Capital its character and setting.
- Respect for the key elements of Walter Burley Griffin's formally 
adopted plan for Canberra.
- Creation, preservation and enhancement of fitting sites, 
approaches and backdrops for national institutions and ceremonies 
as well as National Capital Uses.
- The development of a city that both respects 
environmental values and reflects national concerns with the 
sustainability of Australia's urban areas.



Territory Plan
Existing Provisions

“Planning processes and decisions will be focused on the combined
achievement of economic vitality, community wellbeing, and 

environmental quality. Broad community involvement will be a key
element in the pursuit of sustainable development, as will 
complementary regional strategies and agreements.”

Section 1.1.1 - Statement of Strategic Directions, Territory Plan

“Planning policies will seek to ensure the efficient use of all resources 
and to reduce consumption of non-renewable resources. Waste 
minimisation, reuse and recycling will be encouraged, whilst 
energy-rating and conservation measures will be applied wherever 
appropriate, particularly in transport, subdivision planning, and 
building design and construction.”

Section 1.1.5 - Statement of Strategic Directions, Territory Plan



Territory Plan
Existing Provisions

• Water Sensitive Urban Design
- Reducing mains water consumption as well as reducing 

stormwater quantity and improving its quality.
- Rules for waste management, erosion and sediment control.

• In a general sense the zoning of residential, commercial, 
non-urban areas aim to achieve a more sustainable urban 
environment. Provisions for density, height, setbacks add to 
this.

• Energy
- Refer Subdivision Code and Building Code of Australia 



Territory Plan
Policy Review Process

Territory Plan to be a contemporary leading practice document.

Review structure and content of: 

- Development Tables
- Development Codes
- Precinct Codes
- General Codes

- Priorities Codes
• Subdivision
• Residential
• Multi-Unit
• Community Facility



Canberra Spatial Plan - the Planning Strategy for

Canberra and the Territory

Sustainable Development in the ACT





Molonglo Valley Urban Development
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Molonglo Valley Urban Development



Molonglo Valley Urban Development
Sustainable Catchments
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Molonglo Valley Urban Development
Sustainable Neighbourhoods
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East Lake Urban Renewal
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East Lake Urban Renewal



East Lake Urban Renewal
New Partnerships



An ACT Government commitment to building resilience to 
climate change through mitigation and adaptation measures.

Focus on reviewing planning policy and identifying strategies 
and measures that complement the ACT Government’s 
sustainability policy, People, Places and Prosperity and will 
assist in achieving targets set out in the action plan 
Weathering the Change.

The three year program will deliver new policy on 
sustainability in planning and design for Canberra.



•To build resilience and responsiveness to change.

•To provide ‘insurance’ for the future, minimising redundancy 
and maximising adaptability.

•To take action that abates the causes of climate change.

•To foster a consciousness of sense and responsibility to 
community, place and self.

Goals and Objectives
Drivers of Change



The program since September 2008

– Transport / communication – towards an accessible 
Canberra 

– Culture / knowledge – Canberra’s community, 
sustainable living

– Energy – towards a carbon neutral Canberra

– Water / infrastructure – securing the City

– Bush Capital – our city in the landscape

May 2009

– Economics / administration of sustainability – Valuing 
and administering a sustainable future for Canberra

Workshops



Proposed timeline:

– First draft in progress

– ACTPLA circulation draft 30 June 2009

– ACT agency circulation draft 31 July

– Minister, Government Mid September

– Public meeting 31 October

– Public comment until 30 November

Discussion Paper



• Solar orientation 

• Transport and access

• Economics and affordability

• Urban principles

• Reports due 30 November 2009

Consultancies



Sensory Planning Technology

Images supplied 
courtesy of the 
National Capital 
Authority



Sensory Planning Technology



Tools like ‘MetroQuest’ allow 
stakeholders to instantly see the 
connections between choices and 
consequences as they explore 
alternative future scenarios.

http://www.questforthefuture.com/showme.aspx

Make Choices Visualise Consequences

Explore Tradeoffs

Interactive Planning Technology



Building Code of Australia
• The 2009 BCA provides performance requirements for facilitating 

the efficient use of energy appropriate to the: 
- function and use of the building and services 
- internal environment 
- geographic location of the building 
- effects of nearby permanent features 
- effects of solar radiation on heating and cooling 
- sealing of the building envelope against air leakage 
- ventilation to assist heating and cooling 
- energy source of services for class 2-9 buildings 

• These performance requirements equate to an overall minimum 5 
star rating for Class 1 and attached Class 10 buildings and an 
average of 4 stars for other residences such as units. Class 9 
buildings are rated using a performance measure equating to 3.5 
ABGR.

• Deemed-to-satisfy solutions are in place to provide alternative ways 
to achieve the specific performance objective overall. 

• The future including energy, water, materials and internal air quality 
– BCA to NCC.



Council of Australian Governments (COAG)

• Local Government and Planning Ministers’ Council

• Building Ministers’ Forum

• Ministerial Council for Energy

• Senior Officials’ Group on Energy Efficiency

• Energy Efficiency Working Group

• Senior Officials’ Groups

• Climate Change and Water Working Group

• Infrastructure Working Group

• Housing Working Group

• Infrastructure Australia and Major Cities Unit

• COAG



Thank you


