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Introduction 

The Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation -ACT Branch (ANMF) recognises Voluntary Assisted Dying 

(VAD) as a complex social and health issue. Nurses, midwives and doctors; those seeking to end their lives due to 

pain and illness; advocates for voluntary assisted dying; ethicists; disability advocates; religious organisations; 

and the broader community are keenly invested in the future of VAD in the ACT. 

The ANMF also recognises the prerogative of the ACT Government to consider the legalisation and regulation of 

VAD in the ACT. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the ANMF supports legislative reform to provide eligible persons with the right to 

make informed voluntary decisions as to their end-of-life care, including VAD. 

On review, the ANMF considers the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bi/12023 ('the Bill') to be relatively consistent with 

the approach of other Australian jurisdictions, including in relation to the eligibility criteria, process, and other 

related matters. Further, where minor variations exist, such as the removal of the timeframe to death 

requirement, the ANMF generally considers these to be appropriate. 

However, the ANMF is concerned the Bill may not provide adequate legislative protection for healthcare 

professionals in regard to their participation -or abstention - in VAD. The ANMF outlines its reasoning in this 

submission. 

Definitions 

The ANMF notes that the Bill does not purport to expressly define VAD. However, guidance can be taken from 

the explanatory statement to the Bill, which refers to VAD as 'a medical process that gives an eligible individual 

the option to end their suffering by choosing to die through the administration of an approved substance'. 

For the purposes of this submission, and consistent with the Federal ANMF Position Statement on VAD (see: 

https://www.anmf.org.au/media/e12p10vl/ps assisted dying.pdf), the ANMF considers Voluntary Assisted 

Dying to be defined as follows: 

A regulated intervention by an authorised health practitioner, either providing the person with the means 

to end their life or (if the person is unable to do so) ending the person's life with the primary intent of 

relieving pain and/or suffering, at the person's voluntary, repeated, and fully informed request. 
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