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Inquiry into Electric Vehicle (EV) Adoption in the ACT 

Statement to Committee Members at Public Hearing 

The Owners Corporation Network ACT submission makes a range of suggestions that focus on the 
installation and operation of Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment (EVSE) in residential strata 
properties. 

One of the most important suggestions is stated in Paragraph 3.3, headed ‘Education of owners and 
strata committee members’.  

Para 3.3.1 suggests that the ACT Government investigates how it can assist in improving the 
knowledge and understanding of EVSE by strata property owners and managers through the 
production of suitable literature for owners corporations and individual owners to better understand 
the EV technologies and implications for installation on private unit property and on common 
property.  This investigation should cover processes for applications for approval, how OCs should 
process applications, compliance with relevant legislation, technical information, safety, insurance, 
etc. 

Many submissions from representatives of the owners corporations of residential strata properties 
express a similar requirement for accurate, reliable, comprehensive, unbiased information about 
installation of EVSE.  For example, The Viridian submission suggests that the ACT Government 
produce guidelines to assist Owners Corporations to plan installation of EVSE effectively and to 
understand legal and insurance obligations. 

I would like to add to this suggestion that the ACT Government produces a series of videos that 
cover various aspects of installation and operation of EVSE.  I have seen YouTube videos that cover 
some aspects of EVSE.  Although these have been quite informative, they have been produced by 
companies and promote company products, so they are limited in advising Owners Corporations on 
the best solution available. 

I would also strongly suggest that the ACT Government works closely with other jurisdictions, 
especially the NSW Government, in developing information about EVSE.  The NSW publication ‘Drive 
electric NSW EV ready buildings’ is an excellent example.  Drawing on information provided by other 
jurisdictions and tailoring this to ACT requirements has the advantages of better consistency, 
reduced cost of production, and sooner availability to the public. 

The OCN ACT submission did not address the issue of fire safety, which has been raised by the 
United Firefighters Union of Australia (ACT) (Submission 71).  This submission describes the risk 
associated with EV fires and the difficulty in extinguishing these fires.  I suggest that the ACT 
Government commissions a study that covers this risk and how this would affect the selection and 
installation of EVSE in residential strata buildings.  Fire extinguishing sprinkler systems normally 
installed in such buildings may not be effective in extinguishing EV fires and might even lead to 
increased risk of electrocution. 

The OCN ACT submission also did not consider EV’s ability to provide ancillary services to the 
electricity network by discharging the car battery back to support the grid (V2G).  The EVO Energy 
submission states that ‘while Evoenergy is currently part of a trial of V2G enabled fleets, the 
technology is not yet a viable option for most consumers. The cost of bi-directional EV charging can 
be prohibitive and have significant regulatory and accreditation hurdles, including compliance with 



Australian standards.’  This is likely to be an added cost and would also add complexity to the 
installation and operation of EVSE in residential strata properties. 

I noted that the EVO Energy submission said that EV charger technology should also be mandated to 
have ‘smarts’ to allow co-ordination such that management of EV loads can be future proofed.  
While I support this suggestion in principle, the cost of implementing such a mandatory requirement 
should be carefully considered.  It might be better to encourage making provision for installation of 
such systems at a later date to reduce the cost of initial installation. 

 

Denton Bocking 

Committee Member, OCN ACT 

24 February 2023 




