




 

Justice Action also requests that the Committee explores options for early intervention programs for youth 

including learner licensing programs and peer mentoring. We point to the success of the Bourke Justice 

Reinvestment Program’s Maranguka Driver Licensing Initiative as a potential early intervention model for 

the ACT.  

 

 

3. Criminal justice response to dangerous driver offending in the ACT  

Justice Action questions the accuracy of reports that 29 police vehicles were deliberately damaged by 

drivers of stolen vehicles between July 2021 and August 2022. Our consultation with prisoners with 

dangerous driving record histories suggests that drivers of stolen vehicles are unlikely to deliberately ‘ram’ 

into police vehicles. Justice Action has obtained several anecdotal accounts suggesting that anti-social 

drivers are more likely to inadvertently collide into police vehicles in cases where police are blocking roads 

to ‘corner’ stolen vehicles than to intentionally do so. 

 

We caution the Committee against taking characterisations of such collisions at face value and ask that it 

investigate other factors causing collisions between stolen and police vehicles beyond malicious intent.  

 

 

In conclusion, Justice Action believes that the Committee should conduct a detailed assessment of 

alternative sentencing and rehabilitation options, with a particular focus on their recidivism outcomes 

compared to custodial sentences. We oppose increasing the maximum prison sentence penalties set out in 

the Road Transport (Safety and Traffic Management) Act.  

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Kira Trahana  

Law and Policy Intern writing on behalf of Justice Action 

 

 

 

 




