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ANSWER TO QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE  
DURING PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 
Asked by MR COCKS on 24 August 2022: KATIE MCKENZIE took on notice the following question(s): 
 
Ref: Hansard Transcript 24 August 2022 PAGE 91  
 
In relation to:  
 
How many times has the public advocate been notified late of a consumer in seclusion? 
 
KATIE MCKENZIE:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows: –  
 
Mental Health staff meet regularly with the Public Advocate in relation to seclusion. To date, the 

Public Advocate has not raised concerns with the reporting. 

The Mental Health Act 2015 (the Act) does not contain a timeframe in which the Public Advocate is 

to be notified of the seclusion, the language used in the Act is simply, “tell the public advocate in 

writing of the restraint, involuntary seclusion or forcible giving of medication”. 

It is Mental Health, Justice Health and Alcohol and Drug Services (MHJHADS) procedure to inform 

the Public Advocate within 12 hours of a seclusion occurring.  

MHJHADS also send a monthly list of all seclusions to the Public Advocate as a cross check to ensure 

they have received notification of all seclusions.  
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