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WHO’S WHO
IN THE LEGISLATIVE

ASSEMBLY

MINISTERS
Members of the government who

make policies for the Terrtiory

OPPOSITION BACKBENCH

DEPUTY LEADERS

PUBLIC GALLERY
Where you can come and watch 

members doing their jobs!

GOVERNMENT
BACKBENCH

Members of the governing party
who aren’t ministers

OPPOSITION
FRONTBENCH

Opposition members focus on topic
areas to keep ministers accountable

through shadow portfolios

CHIEF MINISTER
The leader of the government,

elected by a vote in the Assembly

OPPOSITION LEADER
The leader of the second largest

party in the Assembly

PRINCIPAL ATTENDANT
Provides security in the chamber

and circulates papers to members

Standing
orders

CLERK
The Assembly’s most senior official,

who makes sure that it runs smoothly

SPEAKER
The member who runs the debate &
maintains order - just like a referee 

DEPUTY CLERK
They double as Serjeant-at-Arms and
are in charge of the Assembly’s mace

Junior members traditionally sit
towards the edges of the room

CROSSBENCH
Minor party and independent MLAs

who hold the balance of power


