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Re: Submission to the inquiry into the cessation of the Music for Colleges course 
 
 
 
Dear Standing Committee, 
 
I welcome this opportunity to provide a submission to the inquiry. As an active musician and  
teacher in the Canberra community, and an ANU alumnus I feel very strongly that the 
existence of the Music for Colleges course has been hugely beneficial to young people in 
providing an avenue to receive expert tuition, encouraging collaboration of enthusiastic 
young musicians, and nurturing the development of Canberra’s music community. 
 
As a secondary school teacher my core business revolves around achieving the best 
possible outcomes for music students. I currently work at a small college and have been 
disappointed and frustrated at the lack of opportunities for this generation of students. I have 
several students that would clearly benefit from the expert tuition and collaboration the 
course provides. These students, particularly those in Canberra’s public school system, have 
increasingly limited opportunities outside their own campus to excel at music; while they are 
encouraged to apply themselves to other ANU-led courses in astrophysics or maths, for 
example, they are denied the chance to meet, learn from, collaborate with, and ultimately 
perform or compose with like-minded students. The obvious endgame is that promising and 
talented musicians will be forced to leave Canberra to pursue their musical studies at other 
institutions, or worse, abandon their musical ambitions entirely. This will have alarming and 
potentially devastating repercussions throughout the Canberra music community, including 
the Canberra Youth Orchestra and youth jazz ensembles and their subsequent pathways. 
 
Perhaps most importantly, the Music for Colleges course has been central in fostering a 
community of young musicians at what is undeniably a crucial age for musical development. 
Exposure to like-minded students can make a transformative difference to a student’s 
musical experience and development. Music is primarily a collaborative art-form, and an 
ideal musical education provides students with the opportunity to be surrounded by expert 
teachers, peers, and mentors that share their enthusiasm and talent. It is difficult for this sort 
of community to flourish in a city the size of Canberra without a concerted and targeted 
effort, and the support and structure that the course provides is part of the optimal solution. 
The funding required for the program is minimal, and if the ANU School of Music is not in a 
position to provide the funding, it is surely the responsibility of the ACT government to 
support our local students and broader creative community in maintaining this pathway to 
develop musical careers.  
 



While I entered the Bachelor of Music degree at the ANU without participating in the then 
‘prep’ course (a previous incarnation of the Music for Colleges course), most of my peers 
had been part of that course and the impact it had on their musicianship, technical ability 
(particularly with regards to ensemble-playing), and sheer enthusiasm for making music was 
overwhelmingly positive. It is not too much to say that those students were part of the 
foundation of Canberra’s live music community. There are many professional musicians I 
can think of from that period who likely would not have pursued their calling without the 
support of the ‘prep’ course. The flow-on effect this has to Canberra’s social and artistic 
community is obvious. 
 
 
Recommendation 1: 
 
To ensure the ongoing wellbeing of the Canberra music community, the ACT Education 
Directorate should commit to providing long-term funding to music pathway courses, 
following the model of the Music for Colleges course. 
 
Recommendation 2: 
 
The ANU School of Music should commit to providing resources in the form of expert 
musical tuition and mentoring and access to performance and composing spaces for 
secondary school musicians.  
 
Recommendation 3: 
 
ACT secondary schools should be encouraged and supported to engage in programs such 
as the Music for Colleges program to foster a more collaborative approach to education 
within the ACT.  
 
 




