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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

2016–2017–2018–2019 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS 

No 94 

THURSDAY, 4 APRIL 2019 
 

  

 1 The Assembly met at 10 am, pursuant to adjournment.  A quorum of Members not 
being present, the Speaker (Ms J. Burch) ordered the bells to be rung.  A quorum 
having been formed, the Speaker took the Chair and made a formal recognition that 
the Assembly was meeting on the lands of the traditional custodians.  The Speaker 
asked Members to stand in silence and pray or reflect on their responsibilities to the 
people of the Australian Capital Territory. 

 2 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—SPEAKER’S RULING 

The Speaker, in accordance with House of Representatives Practice, ruled that the 
matter of public importance proposed by Miss C. Burch, which was similar in 
substance to a matter discussed on 21 February 2019, would be allowed to proceed. 
The Speaker reminded all Members that, when they submit an MPI, it remains active 
unless it is withdrawn or replaced by another proposed subject. 

 3 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 6—INQUIRY INTO 
COMMERCIAL RATES—REPORT NOTED 

Mrs Dunne (Chair), pursuant to order, presented the following report: 

Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Report 6—Inquiry into Commercial Rates, 
dated 4 April 2019, together with a copy of the extracts of the relevant minutes of 
proceedings— 

and moved—That the report be noted. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

http://www.hansard.act.gov.au/hansard/2019/pdfs/20190404
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 4 A.C.T. CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE'S COMMITMENT 2015-2025—PROGRESS 
UPDATE ON IMPLEMENTATION—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—PAPER NOTED 

Ms Stephen-Smith (Minister for Children, Youth and Families) made a ministerial 
statement concerning the ACT Children and Young People's Commitment 2015-2025—
Progress update on implementation and presented the following paper: 

ACT Children and Young People's Commitment 2015-2025—Progress update on 
implementation—Ministerial statement, 4 April 2019. 

Ms Stephen-Smith moved—That the Assembly take note of the paper. 

Question—put and passed. 

 5 WATER RESOURCES AMENDMENT BILL 2019 

Mr Gentleman (Minister for the Environment and Heritage), pursuant to notice, 
presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Water Resources Act 2007. 

Papers:  Mr Gentleman presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 2 April 
2019. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Gentleman moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Ms Lee) and the resumption of the debate made an order of the 
day for the next sitting. 

 6 GAMING LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2019 

Mr Gentleman, on behalf of Mr Ramsay (Attorney-General), pursuant to notice, 
presented a Bill for an Act to amend legislation about gaming, and for other 
purposes. 

Papers:  Mr Gentleman presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 3 April 
2019. 

Gaming Machine Amendment Regulation 2019—Exposure draft— 

Exposure draft. 

Explanatory statement. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Gentleman moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mr Parton) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 
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 7 WORKING WITH VULNERABLE PEOPLE (BACKGROUND CHECKING) AMENDMENT 
BILL 2019 

Mr Steel (Minister for Community Services and Facilities), pursuant to notice, 
presented a Bill for an Act to amend the Working with Vulnerable People 
(Background Checking) Act 2011, and for other purposes. 

Papers:  Mr Steel presented the following papers: 

Explanatory statement to the Bill. 

Human Rights Act, pursuant to section 37—Compatibility statement, dated 2 April 
2019. 

Title read by Clerk. 

Mr Steel moved—That this Bill be agreed to in principle. 

Debate adjourned (Mrs Kikkert) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 8 WITHDRAWAL OF NOTICE—ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Ms Cheyne, by leave, moved that Notice No. 2, Assembly business, be withdrawn 
from the Notice Paper. 

Question—put and passed.  

 9 ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE—STANDING COMMITTEE—REFERENCE—
INCLUSION OF RESPECTFUL DIALOGUE WITHIN THE CODE OF CONDUCT 

Ms Orr, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the terrible terrorist attack in Christchurch and the public call for 
politicians to lead with demonstrated actions; and 

(2) calls on the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure to review 
the Continuing Resolution 5, MLA’s Code of Conduct, namely whether the 
Code of Conduct should be enhanced to reflect MLAs’ responsibilities for 
respectful dialogue. 

Ms Orr moved the following amendment: Insert a new paragraph (3): “calls on the 
committee to report to the Assembly by the end of September 2019.” 

Debate continued. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Question—That the motion as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the terrible terrorist attack in Christchurch and the public call for 
politicians to lead with demonstrated actions; 

(2) calls on the Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure to review 
the Continuing Resolution 5, MLA’s Code of Conduct, namely whether the 
Code of Conduct should be enhanced to reflect MLAs’ responsibilities for 
respectful dialogue; and 
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(3) calls on the committee to report to the Assembly by the end of September 
2019.”— 

Question—put and passed. 

 10 EDUCATION, EMPLOYMENT AND YOUTH AFFAIRS—STANDING COMMITTEE—
REFERENCE—MANAGEMENT AND MINIMISATION OF BULLYING AND VIOLENCE IN 
SCHOOLS 

Ms Berry (Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development), pursuant to 
notice, moved—That: 

(1) the management and minimisation of bullying and violence in government 
and non-government schools be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Education, Employment and Youth Affairs for inquiry and report; 

(2) in conducting its inquiry the Committee have regard to: 

(a) the societal context of bullying and violence as a whole-community 
issue; 

(b) the Government’s existing work on responding to students with complex 
needs and challenging behaviours, and management of occupational 
violence; 

(c) the report of the School Education Advisory Committee established by 
the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development to look at 
safe and supportive schools; 

(d) the petition about “violence in ACT schools” received by the Assembly 
on 21 March 2019; and 

(e) the potential negative consequences for individual children, their 
families, staff and schools of being identified in evidence or during 
hearings and the public attention that could arise from that would likely 
exacerbate already difficult circumstances; 

(3) to the extent that evidence or documents related to this inquiry would allow 
for individual people or schools party to bullying or violence to be identified 
the Committee take evidence in camera and hold documents on a confidential 
basis; and 

(4) the Committee report to the Assembly by 24 October 2019. 

Ms Lee moved the following amendment: 

“Omit paragraph (3).” 

Debate continued. 

Mrs Dunne addressing the Assembly—  

__________________ 

It being 45 minutes after the commencement of Assembly business— 

Ordered—That the time allotted to Assembly business be extended by 30 minutes. 

__________________ 
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Mrs Dunne continued. 

Mrs Dunne, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put. 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 9   NOES, 12 
Mr Coe Mr Milligan  Mr Barr Ms Le Couteur 
Mrs Dunne Mr Parton  Ms Berry Ms Orr 
Mrs Jones Mr Wall  Ms J. Burch Mr Pettersson 
Mrs Kikkert   Ms Cheyne Mr Rattenbury 
Ms Lawder   Ms Cody Mr Steel 
Ms Lee   Ms Fitzharris Ms Stephen-Smith 

And so it was negatived. 

Question—That the motion be agreed to—put and passed. 

 11 BREACH OF PRIVILEGE—STATEMENT BY SPEAKER 

The Speaker made a statement concerning a possible breach of privilege regarding 
allegations of the release of confidential proceedings of the Standing Committee on 
Health, Ageing and Community Services to The Canberra Times.  The Speaker 
concluded that the matter merited precedence over other business and will call 
Ms Cody once the motion has been circulated in accordance with standing 
order 81A. 

 12 QUESTIONS 

Questions without notice were asked. 

 13 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT 6—INQUIRY INTO 
COMMERCIAL RATES—CORRIGENDUM 

Mrs Dunne (Chair) presented the following paper: 

Public Accounts—Standing Committee—Report 6—Inquiry into Commercial Rates—
Corrigendum. 

 14 PRESENTATION OF PAPERS 

Mr Gentleman (Manager of Government Business) presented the following papers: 

Bimberi Headline Indicators Report, dated March 2019. 

Legislation Act, pursuant to section 64—Veterinary Practice Act—Veterinary Practice 
(Board) Appointment 2019 (No 1)—Disallowable Instrument DI2019-24 (LR, 
14 March 2019). 

 15 BIMBERI HEADLINE INDICATORS REPORT—MOTION THAT PAPER BE NOTED 

Mr Gentleman, pursuant to standing order 211, moved—That the Assembly takes 
note of the following paper: 

Bimberi Headline Indicators Report, dated March 2019. 

Debate ensued. 
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Debate adjourned (Mrs Kikkert) and the resumption of the debate made an order of 
the day for the next sitting. 

 16 MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE—DISCUSSION—THE IMPORTANCE OF SCHOOL 
CHAPLAINS IN THE A.C.T. 

The Assembly was informed that Miss C. Burch, Ms Cheyne, Ms Cody, Mr Coe, 
Mr Milligan, Ms Orr, Mr Parton, Mr Pettersson, and Mr Wall had proposed that 
matters of public importance be submitted to the Assembly for discussion.  In 
accordance with the provisions of standing order 79, the Speaker had determined 
that the matter proposed by Miss C. Burch, presented by Mrs Kikkert, by leave, be 
submitted to the Assembly, namely, “The importance of school chaplains in the ACT”. 

Discussion ensued. 

Discussion concluded. 

 17 FUNDING FOR NATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN CANBERRA 

Mr Rattenbury, pursuant to notice, moved—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

(a) as the nation’s capital, Canberra should be valued as a city of culture, 
history, research and learning for all Australians; 

(b) the Federal Government has neglected the needs of national institutions 
in the ACT for many years; 

(c) these national institutions hold much of our country’s shared pre and 
post colonisation history; and 

(d) that the neglect and failure to fund these institutions adequately over 
many years is having a material impact on the storage of essential 
history items, reducing research opportunities, and is eroding the core 
role of the capital city of a modern nation; 

(2) further notes: 

(a) that the Federal Liberal Government has provided $498 million to 
redevelop the Australian War Memorial, despite the protest of leading 
architects, historians, previous Directors and prominent Australians; and 

(b) the sponsorship of exhibitions and general funding of the Australian War 
Memorial by arms manufacturer firms such as Lockheed Martin; and 

(3) calls on the Legislative Assembly to: 

(a) express its disappointment at successive Federal Government’s failure to 
properly fund Canberra’s national institutions; 

(b) commit to tri-partisan support in advocating for fair and equal 
distribution of federal funding towards Canberra’s national institutions; 
and 

(c) call on the Federal Government to establish a non-political federal 
national institutions coordinating advisory council. 
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Debate ensued. 

Mr Barr (Chief Minister), by leave, moved the following amendment:  Omit 
paragraph (2), substitute: 

“(2) further notes the ACT Government will engage with the Federal Government 
on their investment into the Australian War Memorial to promote good design 
outcomes, reduce the impact on the surrounding environment and retain 
existing Memorial facilities as far as possible;”. 

Debate continued. 

Ms Le Couteur addressing the Assembly— 
__________________ 

It being 45 minutes after the commencement of Crossbench Executive Members’ 
business— 

Ordered—That the time allotted to Crossbench Executive Members’ business be 
extended by 30 minutes. 

__________________ 

Debate continued. 

Question—That the amendment be agreed to—put 

The Assembly voted— 

 AYES, 19   NOES, 2 
Mr Barr Ms Lawder  Ms Le Couteur  
Ms J. Burch Mr Milligan  Mr Rattenbury  
Ms Cheyne Ms Orr    
Ms Cody Mr Parton    
Mr Coe Mr Pettersson    
Mrs Dunne Mr Ramsay    
Ms Fitzharris Mr Steel    
Mr Hanson Ms Stephen-Smith    
Mrs Jones Mr Wall    
Mrs Kikkert     

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Question—That the motion, as amended, viz: 

“That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

(a) as the nation’s capital, Canberra should be valued as a city of culture, 
history, research and learning for all Australians; 

(b) the Federal Government has neglected the needs of national institutions 
in the ACT for many years; 

(c) these national institutions hold much of our country’s shared pre and 
post colonisation history; and 
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(d) that the neglect and failure to fund these institutions adequately over 
many years is having a material impact on the storage of essential 
history items, reducing research opportunities, and is eroding the core 
role of the capital city of a modern nation;  

(2) further notes the ACT Government will engage with the Federal Government 
on their investment into the Australian War Memorial to promote good design 
outcomes, reduce the impact on the surrounding environment and retain 
existing Memorial facilities as far as possible; and 

(3) calls on the Legislative Assembly to: 

(a) express its disappointment at successive Federal Government’s failure to 
properly fund Canberra’s national institutions; 

(b) commit to tri-partisan support in advocating for fair and equal 
distribution of federal funding towards Canberra’s national institutions; 
and 

(c) call on the Federal Government to establish a non-political federal 
national institutions coordinating advisory council.”— 

be agreed to—put and passed. 

 18 PRIVILEGES 2019—SELECT COMMITTEE—ESTABLISHMENT 

Ms Cody, moved—That: 

(1) pursuant to standing order 277, a Select Committee on Privileges be 
established to examine whether there has been a breach of privilege relating 
to the Standing Committee on Health, Ageing and Community Services in the 
release of unauthorised committee documents; 

(2) the Privileges Committee shall report back to the Assembly on the first sitting 
day of July 2019; and 

(3) the Committee shall be composed of: 

(a) one member nominated by the Government; 

(b) one member nominated by the Opposition; and 

(c) one member nominated by the Crossbench; 

to be notified to the Speaker by 5pm, Thursday, 4 April 2019. 

Question—put and passed. 

 19 EXECUTIVE BUSINESS—PRECEDENCE 

Ordered—That Executive business be called on forthwith. 

 20 MOTOR ACCIDENT INJURIES BILL 2019 

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 
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Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put. 

The Assembly voted— 
 AYES, 10   NOES, 7 
Mr Barr Ms Orr  Mr Coe Mr Parton 
Ms Cheyne Mr Pettersson  Mr Hanson Mr Wall 
Ms Cody Mr Rattenbury  Mrs Kikkert  
Ms Fitzharris Mr Steel  Ms Lawder  
Ms Le Couteur Ms Stephen-Smith  Mr Milligan  

And so it was resolved in the affirmative. 
 

Detail Stage 

Clause 1— 

Debate adjourned (Mr Barr—Treasurer) and resumption of the debate be made an 
order of the day for the next sitting. 

 21 PRIVILEGES 2019—SELECT COMMITTEE—MEMBERSHIP 

The Speaker announced that she had received the nomination of Mr Pettersson, 
Mr Rattenbury and Mr Wall to be members of the Select Committee on Privileges. 

Mr Barr moved—That the Members so nominated be appointed as members of the 
Select Committee on Privileges 2019. 

Question—put and passed. 

 22 FUELS RATIONING BILL 2018 

The order of the day having been read for the resumption of the debate on the 
question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle— 

Debate resumed. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to in principle—put and passed. 

Leave granted to dispense with the detail stage. 

Question—That this Bill be agreed to—put and passed. 

 23 ADJOURNMENT 

Ms Stephen-Smith (Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs) 
moved—That the Assembly do now adjourn. 

Ms Cheyne, by leave, was granted an extension of time. 

Debate ensued. 

Question—put and passed. 

And then the Assembly, at 6:14 pm, adjourned until Friday, 10 May 2019 at 10 am. 
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MEMBERS’ ATTENDANCE:  All Members were present at some time during the sitting. 

 

Tom Duncan 
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

 


