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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PLANNING AND URBAN RENEWAL 
CAROLINE LE COUTEUR MLA (CHAIR}, SUZANNE ORR MLA (DEPUTY CHAIR), MARK PARTON MLA 

Inquiry into referred 2017-18 Annual and Financial Reports 
QUESTION ON NOTICE 

Caroline Le Couteur: To ask the Chief Minister 

[Ref: CMTEDD, Chief Minister, City Renewal Authority] 

In relation to: Zero Emissions Targets 

The Authority has laudable 'stretch targets' around tree canopy cover, NaTHERS energy ratings and low 
carbon precinct design. 

1. How is the CRA incorporating the 2045 zero emissions targets into its work? 

b} If any actions are underway, what is the timeframe? 

2. What actions are you working on around urban heat island issues? 

b) If any actions are underway, what is the timeframe?' 

ANDREW BARR: The answer to the Member's question is as follows: 

1. CRA initiatives that address the most significant 2020 sources of greenhouse gases in the ACT -

transport, natural gas and waste - include: 

• Targeting a walk score of 90+ combined with a target of at least 40% of trips to work made by 

active travel as well as improving the amenity of existing pedestrian and cycle routes and 

increasing the number and scale of end of trip facilities. 

• A progressive reduction in car parking provision at new residential developments (towards 0.5 

car park per apartment by 2025) and priority for sustainable vehicles (car share, electric 

vehicles). 

• Targets for reduced reliance on fossil fuels (encouraging buildings to transition off natural gas) 

and an increase in the number of developments that target carbon neutrality (under the 

National Carbon Offset Standard buildings rating) and/or Australian best practice sustainability 

ratings. 

• Establishing reporting of significant construction greenhouse gas emission sources (for example 

concrete, truck fuels and steel) from capital works projects. 



• Waste and recycling management plans for developments to target 95% construction resource 

recovery {currently demonstrated by ACT Government demolition sites in the Northbourne 

corridor) and an increase by 20% in the capture and use of food organics and recycling from the 

waste stream. 

b) The CRA released its Sustainability Strategy on 9 November 2018 and has commenced integrating the 

targets and priority actions into its forward work program. As a mandatory referral entity for 

development applications in the precinct, the CRA regularly advocates for sustainability in proposed 

developments, including greenhouse gas reduction and urban heat island minimisation measures. 

Design criteria were included in recent sales documentation (Northbourne Flats Place 

Implementation Guidelines). 

2. The CRA supports the design of an urban environment that resists the urban heat island effect with 

an emphasis on green space and living infrastructure, summer shading, natural landscaping and low 

impact materials (that reflect rather than absorb heat) and through water sensitive urban design. 

b) The CRA has an ongoing program of capital works, revitalisation and upgrade projects. 

Sustainability measures are being incorporated into these public space works, for example the 

provision of additional large canopy street trees in footpath upgrades on London Circuit and 

Akuna Street in 2018/19. 

The construction of Henry Rolland Park at We.st Basin removed a significant amount of bitumen 

paved surfaces (a car park) and res\Jlted in the addition of nearly half a hectar~ of permeable 

landscaped parkland to replace hard paving. Other design elements include porous paving and strata 

cells to improve soil health and moisture retentioo. More than 20,000 trees and shrubs have been 

planted in the park. Collectively, these measures will assist in minimising the urban heat at t__he i,iark 

and increase amenity and walkability. 
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