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Asked by Mr Alistair Coe MLA: 

In relation to: 

Mr Jones: At Harrison School, just in terms of context, Mr Coe, there was a small amount of bonded 
asbestos found in the garden landscaping material around that school. Following a remediation 
program over the school holidays, there was something like 600 or 700 cubic metres or tonnes of 
landscaping material removed. 

The Harrison School itself now, other than one small fenced off area in the corner of the yard, has 
now been tested by a licensed asbestos assessor removalist, and a clearance certificate issued so 
that the grounds, other than that small isolated area, is clear of the very small quantity of bonded 
asbestos. 

WorkSafe is continuing its investigation into the potential source of material. We have managed to 
narrow it down to a smaller timeframe in 2011-12. We have identified the most likely landscaper 
that has sourced and delivered that material, and we are currently conducting some sampling of 
other material that was delivered to other areas, not schools, but at about that same time. 

Some of that-the testing that has been completed of material that was delivered at that time has 
all come up negative, meaning no asbestos, and we are just finalising our sampling before that 
investigation is closed out. 

MR COE: So when were you notified of asbestos-of a sample being tested? 

Mr Jones: I do not have the exact date so I would need to take that on notice. It was a couple of 
days after the education directorate was informed. They arranged, to their credit, their own 
asbestos assessor to do the testing, and when those results were returned, WorkSafe was advised, 
and I think it was something like two days after the initial query was sent to the education 
directorate. 

MR COE: So does that actually comply with legislation, that there can be suspected asbestos and 
then WorkSafe is not informed for two days? 

Mr Jones: You said "suspected asbestos", so yes. 



MR COE: Yes. And under legislation it has to be assumed to be asbestos. 

Mr Jones: The Education Directorate did all the right things as far as we are concerned in terms of 
being responsible, getting an assessor in to assess that material, and to undertake that, and then 
advise WorkSafe from there. 

MR COE: How can you say they did the right thing? Did they assume that it was asbestos at the 
time of that sampling? 

Mr Jones: My understanding is the way they treated it is they did, and my understanding is that the 
way they treated it was responsible and what we would expect. 

MR COE: Well, on what day did they restrict children from having access to the affected areas? 

Mr Jones: I would need to check with education on that one; I do not have that in front of me. 

MR COE: Because under the legislation, you have to assume that what you are sending off to be 
sampled, be tested, is asbestos. 

Mr Jones: Yes. I would need to take that on notice; I do not have that information in front of me. 

MR COE: Yes. If a private sector operation sent off material to be tested, would WorkSafe need to 
be informed? 

Mr Jones: There is. The responsibilities under legislation are the same whether it is a public or · 
private sector. 

MR COE: And what are those responsibilities? 

Mr Jones: Those responsibilities are to arrange testing, and to you know, treat I guess the 
suspected material as indicated and potentially isolate areas from there. 

MR COE: That is right. What about notification of WorkSafe? 

Mr Jones: I would need to check on the actual legislation, whether it is at the time of suspect or 
whether it is the time of confirmation by the assessor. 

MINISTER STEPHEN-SMITH: The answer to the Member's question is as follows:-

WorkSafe ACT was notified about the asbestos contamination within the recycled landscaping 
material at Harrison School on 29 August 2018 at approximately 5pm. Information provided at the 
time was that Education Directorate had engaged Robson's Environment Services (RES), a licensed 
asbestos assessor in the ACT, to test samples of the aggregate (building material) that was used to 
fill the garden beds. 

The testing results were received by ACT Property Group in the afternoon of 28 August 2018. The 
Education Directorate were notified of the testing results on 29 August 2018 and commenced 
installing temporary fencing around the garden beds and relevant areas of the school grounds. 

A suspected asbestos find is not necessarily a notifiable incident. Other factors need to be taken 
into consideration. 
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A notifiable incident is defined in the Work Health and Safety Act 2011 as: 
(a} the death of a person; or 
(b} a serious injury or illness of a person; or 
(c) a dangerous incident. 

The asbestos assessor and the Chief Health Officer have described the very small quantity of 
bonded asbestos material discovered in the garden beds at Harrison School as very low risk to 
health. 

WorkSafe ACT is satisfied that the Education Directorate fulfilled its legislative obligations in 
relation to this matter. 

Approved for circulation to the Standing Committee on Planning and Urban Renewal 

Signature: ;vs~ Date: 

By the Minister for Employment and Workplace Safety, Rachel Stephen-Smith MLA 
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