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(a) Investigate options to retain existing trails in Kowen Forest and Majura 
Pines  

In consultation with the mountain bike track building community, the ACT’s Forestry 
Manager has reviewed its forestry operations in an attempt to avoid or minimise impacts on 
mountain bike trails and to assist track builders, where damage to existing tracks as a result 
of sustainable harvesting activities is unavoidable. 

• At both Kowen Forest and at Majura Pines, an operational analysis, has been undertaken to 
identify options for delaying sustainable harvesting schedules in sites of heavy mountain 
biking activity. 

• At Kowen, this analysis resulted in the delay in harvesting of two allotments for 5 years.  At 
Majura Pines, a switch in the harvesting schedule of pines has extended the availability of 
the main mountain biking area, and was able to facilitate the staging of the Australian 
National Solo 24hr Mountain Bike Championships. 

• This deferment of operations will extend the life of existing mountain bike tracks and 
provide an opportunity for mountain bike builders to explore other track construction 
possibilities elsewhere in the forestry estate. 

• During thinning operations (where the forest is not completely harvested, but a proportion 
of trees are harvested for market and to improve the health of the remaining trees), forestry 
techniques have been modified to minimise damage to mountain bike tracks. 

• The forest manager has initiated a trial to assess the relative costs benefits of different 
harvesting and replanting systems with a view to identifying an operational model that 
improves our capacity to minimise damage to mountain bike tracks during the sustainable 
harvesting and replanting process.  

• Forestry managers have engaged with track builders to explore other areas within Kowen 
and the broader ACT pine forest estate which may be suitable for new mountain bike trails.  
This work is ongoing in close collaboration with track builders. 

• Forest managers will make available machinery and operators to assist mountain bike track 
builders to construct new mountain bike tracks at no cost to track builders, where practical 
to do so and at the approval of the land manager. 

• A visit is scheduled to a number of Victorian mountain bike trail networks in commercial 
pine plantations in early 2018 to further share experience of how harvesting and replanting 
is being planned and managed to also support recreational outcomes.  
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(b) Conduct an analysis of the value of recreational trails across Canberra 
(including Kowen Forest), including their social, health, economic and 
recreational value 

Government has committed to the development of a Cycling Tourism Strategy.  Visit 
Canberra has been leading an inter-Directorate effort to produce a draft of this document 
together with key stakeholder groups.  It is proposed that any analysis of trails across 
Canberra be undertaken within this context. 

• An Action Plan to the draft Strategy is in its early stages of development and has identified 
the need to: 

o Implement the objective of the National Cycling Strategy 2011 – 2016 (NCS) relating 
to monitoring and evaluation, including gathering better data on participation rates 
and seek insights into the motivation for and barriers to cycling in the ACT and 
region 

• The draft Action Plan identifies a number of key areas for further research or more detailed 
data collection and analysis that would assist the ACT Government in planning for and 
promoting the ACT and region as a cycling destination of choice. 
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(c) Produce an ACT Cycling Tourism Strategy that covers all cycling 
disciplines, including mountain biking. The Strategy should be financially, 
socially and environmentally sustainable, be developed in consultation with 
community interest groups, and outline how government, the private 
sector and community groups can work together to create a cycling 
destination with world-class trails and urban cycleways 
 
Government has committed to the development of an ACT Cycling Tourism Strategy. 
 
• The Strategy and accompanying action plan will look to adopt a whole-of-government 

approach to ensure that key decisions relating to infrastructure, transport, parks and forests 
and strategic land-use planning are all working collaboratively to strengthen the range of 
cycling opportunities. 

• The Strategy will look to outline practical options for building Canberra’s reputation as 
Australia’s cycling destination of choice, attractive to domestic and international visitors 
alike, with flow on economic benefits for the community and businesses of the ACT and 
region. 

• The Strategy is proposed to be available in the first half of 2018. 
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(d) Work with stakeholders to identify further areas for additional trail 
development to provide long term opportunities and certainty 
 
The ACT Parks and Conservation Service has commenced work on a Landscape 
Classification System that will assist to identify areas for all types of potential 
recreational use development including areas for cycling trail development in both 
plantation and native vegetation across the whole ACT. 
 

• This Landscape Classification System provides a spatial framework against which all 
recreation users’ needs can be considered before further areas are developed for 
cycling. 

 
• Notwithstanding the work described above, forest managers have engaged with 

mountain bike trail builders, inviting them to consider track building in younger parts of 
the Kowen Forest where the forest has many years to grow (10+) before a need for 
sustainable harvesting. 

 
• Additional possible sites for mountain bike tracks have also been identified in other 

sections of the forestry estate, such as Hyles’ Block at Uriarra. 
 

• The forest manager has committed to maintaining regular communication with track 
builders with a view to addressing ongoing accessibility and other use related matters in 
a timely way. 

 
 
 


