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Asked by Alistair Coe MLA: 

Palmerston probably would have been gazetted around that time. The first people, I imagine, would have 
moved in about 1992 or 1993. Were there any strategies in place with regard to proximity to houses and 
proximity to other construction sites that are relevant for TAMS and their planning for Parkwood? 

Andrew Barr MLA: The answer to the Member's question is as follows:-

I have sought further advice from the Environment and Planning Directorate, and it has been confirmed 
that a wide range of technical assessments are undertaken to inform forward planning of new residential 
areas. These assessments typically include consideration of site servicing and infrastructure; traffic and the 
road network; environmental; Aboriginal and European heritage; site contamination; flooding; topography; 
and adjoining land uses and nearby activities. Where required, expert advice is also sought such as from an 
independent contamination auditor, the Environment Protection Authority, the ACT Heritage Council and 
the Conservator of Flora and Fauna. At the statutory development application stage, the subdivision 
proposal is supported by the assessments previously undertaken and by any new or updated 
assessments. A similar approach occurred with the development of Palmerston. 

As the Committee is aware, the Taskforce and TAMS are currently undertaking a review into the disposal of 
waste from the previous program at Palmerston. Any learnings or findings from this will continue to inform 
government practice in this regard. 

Through the current ACT Buyback and Demolition Program, the houses will be demolished and dumped 
safely with oversight of TAMS, WorkSafe ACT and the Environment Protection Agency. 
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