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MRS JONES: Thank you, chair. On page 166 and the list of acquisitions, both purchases and donations, can 
you talk us through, particularly in the area of purchase, what area you have been focusing on and what 
gaps are trying to be filled in the collection? With regard to donations, is this something you encourage or is 
it a difficulty sometimes when you get offered works? Is there something you are particularly hoping over a 
period will-

Ms Burch: Have you found something in your roof? 

MRS JONES: No. I just know from sitting on the art committee here that there is always a mix. 

Ms Burch: It is always a challenge about what gifts you accept. 

MRS JONES: Yes. I find this an interesting list. I wonder if you could enlighten us. 

Ms Elvin: All of our acquisitions, whether they are purchases or donations, are made within a formal . 
collections policy. You are quite right; it can be a real challenge for collecting institutions to resist very kind 
donations or offers of donations. They do say that for every museum the thing that is most often offered 
are wedding dresses, which is wonderful, but you do not need everybody's old wedding dress. We do have 
some wedding dresses, but they have been collected for particular purposes. 

Within that collection policy, we identify particular priorities for collecting. For example, one of those is art 
historical works like the Gruner works. When we did the Gruner exhibition, everything apart from one work 
in that exhibition actually came in as a loan. I guess it highlighted to us that we only had one work by 
Gruner. We have since acquired another work at auction, and an area that we want to continue to pursue is 
those works of art historical importance. 

I think you also see that there are a number of Indigenous works. That is another area that I certainly want 
us to build up. We were delighted to be able to purchase Matilda House's possum skin coat during the year. 
It is a very important social history object but also it actually has designs that she has inked onto the inside 
of the coat. She wore that coat at Parliament House when the formal apology was made. It is a very 
significant item. 
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These do, in fact, cover both art acquisitions and social history acquisitions. I guess we would always, when 
we are offered something, assess whether we want to acquire it against our collection policy. That is a very 
important protection for us because when something comes into our care we need to conserve it in various 
ways, and there are all sorts of costs associated with that. We want to be sure that, despite all those kind 
offers, we are actually getting the right things. 

MRS JONES: Are you able to table or come back to us with a copy of the policy? 

Ms Elvin: We can certainly provide a copy ofthe collection policy. 

MINISTER BURCH: The answer to the Member's question is as follows:-

Please find a copy of Canberra Museum and Gallery Collections Policy at Attachment A. 
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