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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 2 

WEDNESDAY, 8 DECEMBER 2004 

The Assembly meets this day at 10.30 a.m. 

___________________________________ 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Notices 

 *1 MR STEFANIAK: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the Gaming Machine Act 
2004. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 *2 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly directs the Attorney-General to: 

  (1) instruct the lawyers representing the Attorney-General and the A.C.T. 
Government to discontinue the appeal against Coroner Doogan in the A.C.T. 
Supreme Court; and 

  (2) affirm his and his Government’s confidence in the coronial process. (Notice 
given 7 December 2004). 

 *3 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) congratulates the Stanhope Labor Government on its initiative to fly the 
Eureka flag over Canberra to mark the 150th anniversary of the Eureka 
Stockade; 

  (2) recognises the significance of the events of Eureka to the development of 
Australian democracy and the enduring relevance of discussion and debate 
about the foundations and process of our democracy; 

  (3) expresses its disappointment with the Federal Government’s lack of 
willingness to engage with the ongoing debate about such a significant point 
in Australian history; and 

* Notifications to which an asterisk (*) is prefixed appear for the first time 
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  (4) calls for the A.C.T. Government to ensure the continuing future 
commemoration of the Eureka Stockade in the A.C.T. with the introduction 
of a calendar note from 2004. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 *4 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly calls on the Government to: 

  (1) make an offer to the Coonan, Tully and Tanner families, who hold rural 
leases in the Molonglo Valley, that would provide the opportunity for these 
property owners to obtain reinstatement to another location and cover the full 
value of the lessee’s interest in the property under their existing lease 
conditions as per the agreement in November 2003; and 

  (2) ensure the families can resume the lives as per their current conditions and so 
that they can maintain their current lifestyle and business opportunities. 
(Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 *5 DR FOSKEY: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) recognises the need for mandatory sustainability targets in the building design 
and construction industry in the A.C.T.; and 

  (2) calls on the Government to: 

   (a) commit to the implementation of a user-friendly planning tool for all 
residential dwellings, such as the Building Sustainability Index from 
NSW that: 

    (i) requires each dwelling design to meet the target of a minimum 
40% reduction in water consumption and a minimum 40% 
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions compared with the average 
home; 

    (ii) ensures each dwelling design meets minimum sustainability 
standards through the completion of a mandatory sustainability 
assessment before lodgement of the development application; 

    (iii) has the capacity and flexibility to increase the standards; and 

    (iv) requires certification of sustainability features by a building 
certifier when issuing a certificate of occupancy; and 

   (b) implement the tool by July 2005; and  

   (c) commit to implementing sustainability requirements for all government 
office developments and all new government tenancies using a 
recognised assessment and accreditation tool, such as the Australian 
Building Greenhouse Rating Scheme. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 
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 *6 MS MACDONALD: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) acknowledges that in the A.C.T., Australia and the world, women and girls 
comprise the majority of victims of domestic, family, sexual and cultural 
violence; 

  (2) notes that violence, including gender based violence costs Australia billions 
of dollars each year; 

  (3) recognises that ending gender based violence requires the dedication and 
assistance of all members of the community; 

  (4) recognises the important role community groups, awareness programs and 
events such as White Ribbon Day play in raising awareness about gender 
based violence; and 

  (5) acknowledges the A.C.T. Government’s and others commitment to reducing 
the incidence of gender based violence. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 *7 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly calls on the Government to 
improve the infrastructure and services in the West Belconnen area. (Notice given 
7 December 2004). 

 *8 MR MULCAHY: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) recognises the important work of the Isaacs Neighbourhood Watch and 
commends them on their achievements during their first year of operation; 
and 

  (2) recognises the efforts of committee members (a) Deborah Todd (Area 
Coordinator), (b) Lorrie Daley (Secretary), (c) Margaret Weir (Public 
Relations), (d) Dianna Marshall (Treasurer), (e) Wal Hick (General 
Committee Member), (f) Jane Hick (General Committee Member), (g) 
Nevill Howarth (Committee Member and News Distributor and (h) 
Anne Huffam (Committee Member). (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 *9 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) notes recommendation 9 of Report No 34 of the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment entitled Long-term planning for the provision of 
land for aged care facilities in the A.C.T.; and 

  (2) directs the Planning and Land Authority to immediately commence a 
variation to the Territory plan to remove the residential overlay for the 
community land at section 87, Belconnen. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

___________________________________ 
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EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 *1 ROAD TRANSPORT (GENERAL) AMENDMENT BILL 2004: (Treasurer): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 December 2004—
Mr Mulcahy). 

 *2 TERRITORY OWNED CORPORATIONS AMENDMENT BILL 2004 
(NO 2): (Treasurer): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
7 December 2004—Mr Mulcahy). 

*3 GAMING MACHINE ACT—COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY 
GAMING MACHINE LICENSEES—SEVENTH REPORT—ACT 
GAMBLING AND RACING COMMISSION—PAPER—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 7 December 2004—
Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of Mr Quinlan—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

___________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

There are no notices or orders of the day. 
 

___________________________________ 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

 

Unanswered questions 

 
1-32. 
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New questions 

(30 days expires 7 January 2005) 

 *33 MRS BURKE: To ask the Treasurer—Did a recent announcement in The 
Canberra Times on 18 November 2004 state that ‘Forty community sector 
organisations will receive funding to upgrade their computer equipment under an 
A.C.T. Government digital divide program. The Government offered 142 
organizations up to $1,000 each to upgrade their computers and Internet equipment 
last August’; if so, can the Minister provide information on names of the (a) 40 
community sector organisations who received funds and (b) 142 organisations that 
received $1 000 each to upgrade their computers and Internet equipment in August. 

 *34 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

  (1) Does the September 2004 quarterly performance report in Output Class 1, 
Output 1.1, Disability Services and Policy state in Note (1) that ‘some 
agencies have redefined the services they provide from community support to 
accommodation support’; if so, can the Minister explain the redefinition; 

 (2) Was the first quarter year-to-date result for Community Access (hours of 
services) 84 803 yet the 2004-05 target was 63 756; if so, why did the target 
not better predict the number of community access hours provided according 
to the definition of client hours. 

 *35 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Is there a continuing and uncontrolled problem of illegal activities occurring 
in many multi-unit public housing complexes in the A.C.T. when under the 
Residential Tenancy Act the conduct of illegal activities from rental premises 
is prohibited; if so, why; 

 (2) What is the Minister doing to ensure that this illegal behaviour is better 
policed in order to not only protect tenants and private residents but to offer 
assistance to the individual involved in the illegal activity. 

 *36 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Does the September 2004 Quarterly Performance Report Output Class 1, 
Housing Services, Output 1.1, Public Housing Services and Policy indicate 
that there is a reduction in the number of public housing tenants exiting public 
housing due to the tight private rental market; if so, can the Minister please 
explain what is being done to combat this trend to prevent the public housing 
waiting lists from continuing to escalate out of control; 

 (2) Why has Housing A.C.T. failed to meet its target in relation to new 
clients/transfer visits; 

 (3) Why was tenant satisfaction not been measured in the first quarter but is 
being conducted later in the year; 
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 (4) Why are there a high number of properties on the southside of Canberra 
experiencing long delays for routine maintenance; 

 (5) What is the breakdown in costs for (a) tenancy management costs of 
$4 341 000 for the first quarter and (b) property management costs of 
$18 882 000 for the first quarter; 

 (6) Which multi-unit properties is he referring to in the statement at point 6 of the 
notes accompanying Output Class 1 which states ‘In particular, depreciation 
costs are below budget due to the revisions to the remaining useful life of 
certain multi unit properties, which has reduced the depreciation charge’. 

 *37 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services—Further to the provision of 11 232 Therapy Services’ hours provided 
compared with an expected outcome of some 13 868 hours for the quarter (as per 
the 2004-05 target figure), (a) what is the Minister doing to overcome difficulties in 
recruiting appropriately qualified staff and (b) how has ‘new initiative’ staffing for 
the autism program not commencing until later in the year impacted upon this 
better than expected outcome. 

 *38 MR SMYTH: To ask the Chief Minister— 
 (1) Further to the response to Question on notice No 1387 (Fifth Assembly) 

which stated that he would further enhance e-democracy through the A.C.T. 
Government’s Community Engagement Code of Practice and that this would 
be completed in July-August 2004, has this been completed; 

 (2) If so, when was it completed; if not, (a) when will it be completed and (b) 
what percentage of the projects have been completed to date. 

 *39 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Economic Development— 
 (1) Where is the Government up to in deciding on whether to allocate additional 

land to the National Zoo and Aquarium to expand its premises; 
 (2) What is causing the long delay in finalising a decision on this matter; 
 (3) When will the National Zoo and Aquarium owners be given a final decision 

on whether they can or cannot have additional land. 

 *40 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Did the Healthy Territory Brochure of July 2004 state in the article titled New 

policy to manage elective surgery waiting lists that an extensive consultation 
has commenced with A.C.T. surgeons and the new guidelines will be 
completed by August 2004; if so, have these guidelines been completed; 

 (2) If the guidelines have been completed, where may copies be obtained; if not, 
(a) why has there been a delay in producing these new guidelines and (b) will 
they be completed and available publicly. 

 (3) Why are the guidelines being developed and what do you expect will be the 
direction of this new policy to manage elective surgery waiting lists. 
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 *41 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Health— 
 (1) Did the Healthy Territory Brochure of July 2004 state in the article titled Sub 

and non-acute inpatient facility that plans for the sub/non acute facility will 
be finalised by late 2004; if so, (a) have the plans for this facility be finalised, 
(b) when will the plans be made public; if not, (a) why not and (b) when will 
they be finalised; 

 (2) Will tenders still be called for construction in early 2005; if so, when do you 
anticipate to call for tenders; if not, (a) why not and (b) when will the call for 
tenders go out. 

 *42 MR SMYTH: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What requests has the Government received for shopping centre upgrades in 

the electorate of Brindabella; 
 (2) What centres were considered in negotiations for the 2004-05 Budget. 

 *43 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Education and Training— 
 (1) How many years has the A.C.T. Assessment Program (ACTAP) been 

operating across A.C.T. schools; 
 (2) For each year of ACTAP testing, how many students (a) were included in the 

ACTAP, (b) in A.C.T. Government schools had a diagnosis of autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD), (c) with ASD were placed in mainstream settings 
in the A.C.T. education system, (d) with ASD were eligible for ACTAP 
testing, (e) of those tested with ASD achieved the national benchmark level in 
literacy and numeracy; 

 (3) If any students with ASD were not tested, what was the reason; 
 (4) Are there any other formal measures of progress for students who were not 

included in benchmark testing; 
 (5) What progress or achievement level was measured among all students with 

ASD; 
 (6) Where are education outcomes for students with ASD reported. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 T Duncan 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 
 

___________________________________ 
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COMMITTEES 

Unless otherwise shown, appointed for the life of the Sixth Assembly.  The dates of the 
amendments to the committees’ resolution of appointment are reflected, but not changes in the 

membership. 

Standing 

Pursuant to standing order 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE: (Formed 4 November 2004): The Speaker 
(Presiding Member), Mrs Dunne, Dr Foskey, Ms MacDonald. 

Pursuant to resolution 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND YOUNG PEOPLE: (Formed 7 December 2004): 
Mrs Dunne, Mr Gentleman, Ms Porter. 

HEALTH AND DISABILITY: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mrs Burke, Ms MacDonald, 
Ms Porter. 

LEGAL AFFAIRS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Dr Foskey, Ms MacDonald, Mr Stefaniak. 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Gentleman, 
Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Dr Foskey, Ms MacDonald, 
Mr Mulcahy. 

_________________ 
 


