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2004-2005 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 15 

THURSDAY, 7 APRIL 2005 

The Assembly meets this day at 10.30 a.m. 

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Notices 

 *1 MR STANHOPE: To present a Bill for an Act about registration and reporting 
requirements for certain offenders who commit sexual offences against children, 
and for other purposes. (Notice given 6 April 2005). 

 *2 MR STANHOPE: To present a Bill for an Act to consolidate and reform the law 
about sentencing offenders, and for other purposes. (Notice given 6 April 2005). 

 *3 MR STANHOPE: To present a Bill for an Act to establish the Human Rights 
Commission, and for other purposes. (Notice given 6 April 2005). 

 *4 MR STANHOPE: To present a Bill for an Act to amend various laws because of 
the establishment of the Human Rights Commission, and for other purposes. 
(Notice given 6 April 2005). 

 *5 MR CORBELL: To present a Bill for an Act to amend the law relating to health, 
and for other purposes. (Notice given 6 April 2005). 

___________________________________ 

* Notifications to which an asterisk (*) is prefixed appear for the first time 
 

www.parliament.act.gov.au/assembly/notices.asp 
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ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Notice 

 1 MR MULCAHY: To move—That: 

(1) a Select Committee on Estimates 2005-2006 be appointed to examine the 
expenditure proposals contained in the Appropriation Bill 2005-2006 and any 
revenue estimates proposed by the Government in the 2005-2006 Budget; 

(2) the Committee be composed of 

(a) two Members to be nominated by the Government; 

(b) two Members to be nominated by the Opposition; and 

(c) one Member to be nominated by the Crossbench; 

to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4.00 pm today; 

(3) the Committee report by 21 June 2005; 

(4) if the Assembly is not sitting when the Committee has completed its inquiry 
the Committee may send its report to the Speaker or, in the absence of the 
Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker who is authorised to give directions for its 
printing, publishing and circulation; and 

(5) the foregoing provisions of this resolution so far as they are inconsistent with 
the standing orders, have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the 
standing orders. (Notice given 5 April 2005). 

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS—continued 

Orders of the day 

 1 WORKERS COMPENSATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for 
Industrial Relations): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 5 April 
2005—Mr Mulcahy). 

 2 GAMING MACHINE AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Racing and 
Gaming): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 15 March 2005—
Mr Smyth). 

 3 ANIMAL DISEASES BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mrs Dunne). 

 4 STOCK BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mrs Dunne). 
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 5 STATUTE LAW AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 6 UNIT TITLES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Planning): Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 10 March 2005—Mr Seselja). 

 7 FAIR WORK CONTRACTS BILL 2004: (Minister for Industrial Relations): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 9 December 2004—Mr 
Mulcahy). 

 8 LONG SERVICE LEAVE AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Industrial 
Relations): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 10 March 2005—
Mr Smyth). 

 9 CEMETERIES AND CREMATORIA AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister 
for Urban Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 15 
March 2005—Mr Pratt). 

 10 RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): 
Detail stage—Clause 1—Resumption of debate (from 15 March 2005—Dr Foskey). 

 11 TREE PROTECTION BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mrs Dunne). 

 12 PEST PLANTS AND ANIMALS BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Dr Foskey). 

 13 INSURANCE AUTHORITY BILL 2005: (Treasurer): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Mulcahy). 

 14 GAMING MACHINE ACT—COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY 
GAMING MACHINE LICENSEES—SEVENTH REPORT—ACT 
GAMBLING AND RACING COMMISSION—PAPER—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 7 December 2004—
Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of Mr Quinlan—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

 15 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 16 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mrs Burke) on the motion of Mr Hargreaves—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 
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 17 THE TERRITORY AS PARENT—REVIEW OF THE SAFETY OF 
CHILDREN IN THE CARE OF THE ACT AND OF ACT CHILD 
PROTECTION MANAGEMENT AND THE TERRITORY’S CHILDREN—
ENSURING SAFETY AND QUALITY CARE FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE—REPORT ON THE AUDIT AND CASE REVIEW—
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE—FIRST SIX 
MONTHLY REPORTS—PAPERS—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF 
PAPERS: Resumption of debate (from 17 February 2005—Mrs Dunne) on the 
motion of Ms Gallagher—That the Assembly takes note of the papers. 

 18 A.C.T. ASBESTOS TASKFORCE—PROGRESS—MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of 
debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That 
the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

___________________________________ 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Notices 

 1 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) notes the Government’s: 

   (a) commitment to the future of Canberra through the introduction of the 
Canberra Plan; and 

   (b) progress with implementation of the Plan; and 

  (2) commends the Government for its demonstrated commitment to the future of 
Canberra. (Notice given 17 February 2005). 

 2 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly calls on the Government to 
improve the infrastructure and services in the West Belconnen area. (Notice given 
7 December 2004). 

 3 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) notes recommendation 9 of Report No 34 of the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment entitled Long-term planning for the provision of 
land for aged care facilities in the A.C.T.; and 

  (2) directs the Planning and Land Authority to immediately commence a 
variation to the Territory plan to remove the residential overlay for the 
community land at section 87, Belconnen. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 
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 4 MR SESELJA: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) recognises that significant problems exist with the current ACT planning 
regime; 

  (2) calls on the Planning Minister to introduce amendments to the current 
approvals process that provide transparency, openness and certainty for all 
parties involved; 

  (3) condemns the Planning Minister for the failure of his reforms during his first 
term in office; and 

  (4) calls on the Chief Minister to remove the Planning Minister from his position 
immediately so that the portfolio can be correctly managed. (Notice given 15 
March 2005). 

 5 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

  (1) reasserts the importance to the City of Canberra of the Friendship 
Relationship with the District of Dili, and in the spirit of mutual respect and 
cooperation with the people of Timor Leste; 

  (2) notes the progress made in talks between the Australian Government and the 
Government of Timor Leste over maritime boundaries and Timor Sea 
resources last week; 

  (3) recognises: 

   (a) that the development of Timor Sea resources has the potential to 
contribute significantly to Timor Leste’s development and economic 
self-sufficiency; 

   (b) that industrial development will provide an economic future for Timor 
Leste, guaranteeing skills and income for the nation's people; and 

   (c) the importance of sovereignty to Timor Leste in the negotiation of a 
permanent maritime boundary, and 

  (4) urges the Australian Government to conduct ongoing negotiations in good 
faith, and to consider the economic and political sovereignty of Timor Leste 
as of paramount concern during negotiations.(Notice given 16 March 2005). 

Orders of the day 

 1 ANIMAL LEGISLATION (PENALTIES) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr 
Stefaniak) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 February 
2005—Ms Gallagher).  

 2 GAMING MACHINE AMENDMENT BILL 2004 (NO 4): (Mr Stefaniak) 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 8 December 2004—
Mr Quinlan).  
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 3 AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL ON HEALTHCARE STANDARDS 
ACCREDITATION—THE CANBERRA HOSPITAL: Resumption of debate 
(from 16 February 2005—Dr Foskey, in continuation) on the motion of Mr 
Smyth—That this Assembly: 

  (1) notes: 

   (a) the failure of The Canberra Hospital to attain full four-year 
accreditation from the Australian Council on Healthcare Standards 
(ACHS); 

   (b) this failure indicates that The Canberra Hospital did not meet at least 
one of the 19 mandatory ACHS criteria; and 

   (c) the ACT Government was aware of this failure in mid-2004 and 
concealed this information from the public; and 

  (2) calls on the Government to table the full ACHS report by close of business 
today. 

 4 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Smyth) 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 March 2005—Mr 
Stanhope).  

 *5 CRIMES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Pratt) Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 6 April 2005—Mr Stanhope). 

 *6 OFFICE OF FAIR TRADING: Resumption of debate (from 6 April 2005) on the 
motion of Ms MacDonald—That this Assembly: 

  (1) notes that: 

   (a) the Office of Fair Trading continues to enhance its activities to the 
benefit of the ACT community; 

   (b) successful prosecutions have been undertaken of traders in the fitness, 
real estate, motor vehicle and credit provider industries that have acted 
against the interests of consumers; and 

   (c) a wide ranging licensing and enforcement regime has maintained a high 
level of professionalism amongst businesses and has resulted in 
increased protection to ACT consumers; and 

  (2) recognises the achievements of the Office of Fair Trading and acknowledges 
the important contribution made by the Office to the well-being of the 
Canberra community. 

______________________________ 
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

Unanswered questions 

 71, 73, 74, 81, 215, 222, 229-231, 233, 236, 237, 240-243, 245-249, 252, 254-263, 265-
271, 273, 274, 277, 279-286, 288, 290, 291, 293, 294, 298, 300, 302, 304-310, 312-314, 
317-325, 327-336, 339-367. 

7 April 2005 

(Redirected question—30 days expires 5 May 2005) 

 *354 MR MULCAHY: To ask the Minister for Sport and Recreation— 
 (1) What percentage of parking money collected by members of the Rotary Club 

at the Canberra Stadium, for game day events, such as Raiders and Brumbies 
matches, is kept by Rotary to distribute; 

 (2) Is there a balance or percentage of funds that is not kept by Rotary; if so, to 
whom or where are those funds then allocated.  

New questions 

(30 days expires 7 May 2005) 

 *368 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Further to the reply to question on notice No 154, of the 191 Traffic 

Infringement Notices (TINs) issued to police officers on duty in 2003-04, 
how many withdrawn through the TIN Exemption Board; 

 (2) Did the TIN Exemption Board withdraw any of the notices due to police 
officers ignoring road rules as it was deemed necessary or appropriate to do 
so in the course of their duty on that day; 

 (3) Of the 191 TINs issued to police officers on duty in 2003-04, how many of 
those TINs not withdrawn through the TIN Exemption Board were then 
appealed through the normal avenue of correspondence to Traffic 
Representations; 

 (4) Of those that then requested withdrawal of the notice through Traffic 
Representations how many were successful; 

 (5) Of the 83 TINs issued to police officers on duty to date in 2004-05, how 
many of those were withdrawn through the TIN Exemption Board; 
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 (6) Did the TIN Exemption Board withdraw any of the notices due to police 
officers ignoring road rules as it was deemed necessary or appropriate to do 
so in the course of their duty on that day; 

 (7) Of the 83 TINs issued to police officers on duty in 2004-05, how many of 
those TINs not withdrawn through the TIN Exemption Board were then 
appealed through the normal avenue of correspondence to Traffic 
Representations; 

 (8) Of those that then requested withdrawal of the notice through Traffic 
Representations how many were successful; 

 (9) On how many occasions in (a) 2003-04 and (b) 2004-05 to date have police 
officers on duty been served with a traffic infringement notice that attracts a 
penalty involving the loss of six or more demerit points; 

 (10) What action is taken when a police officer does attract a penalty involving the 
loss of six or more demerit points. 

 *369 MRS BURKE: To ask the Chief Minister— 
 (1) Further to the reply to question on notice No 96, have you established a set 

number of places within the ACT Public Service Graduate Program for 
people with a disability who have graduated from the University of Canberra; 
if so, what is the set number of places; if not, when will this set number be 
determined; 

 (2) What work has been undertaken to establish further linkages with other 
tertiary institutions across the ACT as indicated in the reply. 

 *370 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Children, Youth and Family Support—
Further to the reply question on notice No 136, is the feasibility study to consider 
site options and inclusions in a new youth detention centre, which you previously 
stated was scheduled for completion in April 2005, on track to be completed this 
month; if so, when will the study be presented to Government and when will the 
study be made public; if not, when will the report now be completed and released 
publicly. 

 *371 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) How many tender submissions were received by the Emergency Services 

Authority in relation to the “Fire-Link” project; 
 (2) Why was the “Fire-Link” project the subject of a single select tender process 

and on what basis was it considered there were reasonable grounds to 
dispense with the ordinary requirements of the ACT Government 
Procurement (Quotation and Tender Thresholds) Guideline 2003 No 1. 

 *372 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) How many of the 63 staff positions employed at the Emergency Services 

Authority (ESA) to fill positions in the past two years, that is to say staff that 
work for ESA but not any particular front line emergency agency, were 
advertised; 
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 (2) If any of these positions have not been advertised, why not; 
 (3) Of these 63 staff, how many have been employed on a temporary basis, be it 

pursuant to the Public Sector Management Act 1994 or the ESA Certified 
Agreement; 

 (4) Of those people employed on a temporary basis, what are the terms and 
length of their employment agreements; 

 (5) Of the six temporary staff working on the Incident Management, 
Communication, Command and Control (IMC3) team, what precisely are the 
skills they possess such that the ESA believes that other suitable applicants 
could not be found if the positions were advertised in the wider community; 

 (6) What is the precise nature of the work that each of the members of the IMC3 
team undertake; 

 (7) What is the previous employment background of each of the members of the 
IMC3 team; 

 (8) Has the authority head-hunted any employees or people performing 
contracting work; if so, what was the head-hunting process that was 
undertaken; 

 (9) Is there any provision in the Public Sector Management Act 1994 for head-
hunting prospective employees; 

 (10) If any employees were head-hunted, why; 
 (11) If any positions were filled by people that were head-hunted, were these 

positions also advertised either (a) to the general public, (b) within the ACT 
Public Service or (c) within the ESA. 

 *373 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) In relation to urgent duty driving, why is it the case that under the new or 

proposed Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) a Rural Fire Service (RFS) 
unit being driven by someone trained in urgent duty driving and responding 
cannot break the speed limit, whilst an urban Fire Brigade Unit responding to 
the same fire in the same kind of truck can break the speed limit; 

 (2) What is the reason for the discrepancy in the SOP; 
 (3) Has the RFS obtained any legal advice on the legalities relating to responding 

to bushfire incidents; if so, what is that advice; if not, what is its decision to 
alter the SOP based on; 

 (4) Does the Rural Fire Service (RFS) have any other form of professional advice 
supporting its changes in the SOP. 

 *374 MRS DUNNE: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) What assessments were done on the Taser X26 before it was introduced for 

trial; 
 (2) What is the scheduled start and finish dates of the trial; 
 (3) Are there pre-established criteria against which the judgement as to the 

success or otherwise of the Taser X26 trial will be made; if so, what are they; 
if not, why not; 

 (4) Which community representatives/stakeholders have been consulted in 
relation to the trial of the Taser X26 and which community 
representatives/stakeholders will be consulted in the future; 
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 (5) What are the guidelines on the use of the Taser X26; 
 (6) Will the Minister provide me with a copy of the guidelines; 
 (7) Are copies of these guidelines available to the public; if not, why not; 
 (8) What, if any, directions have you given to the Australian Federal Police 

(AFP) relating to the use of the Taser X26 and the parameters of the trial; 
 (9) What internal review mechanisms does the AFP have in place in relation to 

the trial of the Taser X26; 
 (10) Who will be the final judge on the success or otherwise of the Taser X26 trial; 
 (11) What are the guidelines relating to the use of pepper spray; 
 (12) Will the Minister provide me with a copy of the guidelines; 
 (13) Are copies of these guidelines available to the public; if not, why not; 
 (14) On how many occasions in the last two years have the AFP used pepper-spray 

on members of the public; 
 (15) How many complaints have been made about the use of pepper spray in the 

last two years; 
 (16) What are the AFP’s guidelines on the use of force; 
 (17) Will the Minister provide me with a copy of the guidelines; 
 (18) Are copies of these guidelines available to the public; if not, why not. 

 *375 DR FOSKEY: To ask the Minister for the Environment— 
 (1) Further to my question without notice of 18 February in relation to kangaroo 

culling, was any scientific advice provided to the Government that supported 
the Government’s decision to go ahead with the Googong kangaroo cull in 
2004 and can it be made publicly available; 

 (2) Was the Minister aware that the Googong slaughter was conducted in a 
manner contrary to the requirements of the ACT Code of Practice for the 
Humane Destruction of Kangaroos; if so, when did he become aware; 

 (3) Is the Minister aware that the ACT’s Animal Welfare Advisory Committee 
(AWAC) was not briefed about the slaughter until the night it finished; 

 (4) Will the Government establish clear, formal processes for Environment ACT 
to apply in regard to future culls or harvests of kangaroos at Googong or 
elsewhere even though there isn’t any expectation in the foreseeable future 
that further or additional kangaroo culls will be necessary; 

 (5) Will the Government commit to a transparent process, including (a) 
identifying realistic objectives, (b) independent scientific assessment, (c) 
public notification prior to the cull, (d) adequate opportunity for public input 
and (e) an evaluation process to establish whether the slaughter has achieved 
its objectives; 

 (6) Will the Minister provide assurances that any further culling will be in 
accordance with the ACT Code of Practice for the Humane Destruction of 
Kangaroos; 

 (7) How can we be sure the Minister will consult with AWAC in relation to the 
welfare aspects of future proposals to kill kangaroos. 
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 *376 DR FOSKEY: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) In relation to Therapy ACT, is it acceptable to have an autism diagnosis 
waiting list of 92 children effective 2 March 2005, resulting in the waiting 
time for a child less that five years of age being one year and the waiting time 
for children over five years of age being two years; 

 (2) What is the Government doing to reduce the waiting list and the waiting 
times; 

 (3) When can we expect to see the waiting list and waiting periods reduced; 
 (4) Will the Minister provide details of what assistance is provided by Therapy 

ACT to children on the waiting list and their families, including (a) the 
amount of assistance provided, (b) the type of assistance and (c) how many 
children are currently receiving this assistance. 

 *377 DR FOSKEY: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) In relation to the Gungahlin Drive Extension (GDE), has the Government let 

contracts for the construction of the GDE between the Barton Highway and 
Ginninderra Drive since September 2004; if so, to whom and for how much; 

 (2) Do any of the contracts include clauses similar to those in the Kenoss 
contracts under which Kenoss was able to claim $23 000 per week for each 
week during which it was unable to continue the work because of protest or 
court action; 

 (3) Is the work currently underway part of the original stage one contracts; 
 (4) Have any contract variations been made to the original Stage One contract; 
 (5) What measures have taken place to replace tree hollows after the landclearing 

works last year. 

 *378 MR SESELJA: To ask the Treasurer— 
 (1) Further to question on notice No 212 regarding motor vehicle use on 

16 October 2004, of the Landcruiser “Troopy” models used on that day, what 
are the registration numbers and to which departments do those vehicles 
belong; 

 (2) At what times of the day were these vehicles used; 
 (3) For what purposes were the vehicles used; 
 (4) How many employees were involved in the use of each vehicle. 

 *379 MR SESELJA: To ask the Minister for Planning— 
 (1) In relation to the carpark for ACTPLA staff at Dickson, on what date was (a) 

ACTPLA and (b) the Minister first advised of problems with the carpark; 
 (2) What problems were advised with the carpark; 
 (3) Why was the carpark not closed at the time of the first notification of 

problems with the carpark; 
 (4) When will the carpark be reopened; 
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 (5) What compensation will the Department be seeking from the owners of the 
carpark for the inability to use the carpark; 

 (6) What provisions have been provided for ACTPLA staff carparking in the 
interim. 

 
 
 

 T Duncan 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 

___________________________________ 

COMMITTEES 

Unless otherwise shown, appointed for the life of the Sixth Assembly.  The dates of the 
amendments to the committees’ resolution of appointment are reflected, but not changes in the 

membership. 

Standing 

Pursuant to standing order 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE: (Formed 4 November 2004): The Speaker 
(Presiding Member), Mrs Dunne, Dr Foskey, Ms MacDonald. 

Pursuant to resolution 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND YOUNG PEOPLE: (Formed 7 December 2004): Ms 
Porter (Chair), Mrs Dunne, Mr Gentleman. 

HEALTH AND DISABILITY: (Formed 7 December 2004): Ms MacDonald (Chair), Mrs 
Burke, Ms Porter. 

LEGAL AFFAIRS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Stefaniak (Chair), Dr Foskey, Ms 
MacDonald. 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Gentleman (Chair), 
Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Mulcahy (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Ms MacDonald. 

_________________ 
 


