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Minister for Health took on notice the following question: 

Minister Stephen-Smith took on notice the following question: 

THE CHAIR: Thank you. I am glad you raised the commonwealth funding. During a senate Estimates 
hearing last year, evidence was given that you had said the words you have just said now. The ACT 
had not been getting the funding it needed to provide ACATs. The Department of Health responded 
by saying that in fact we have been, and that the ACT government had agreed to a remediation plan 
to increase its performance. What were the details of that remediation plan, and did it include hiring 
more staff? 

Ms Zagari: Yes. We have hired additional staff in order to address the wait time for ACAT, so the ACT 
government have funded additional staff on top of the commonwealth contribution. 

THE CHAIR: Do we have a sense of how long we basically did not have enough staff performing 
assessments? 

Ms Stephen-Smith: I think there are two issues there, Mr Emerson. The first is that as I understand it, 
there were some vacancies in the ACAT team for a period, so there is that period where there were 
some vacancies. Subsequently, when you say we did not have enough staff, the commonwealth does 
not fund enough staff for us to keep up with demand. We now have some additional ACT 
government funded staff as well, so I think we can take on notice the period during which there 
were vacancies and how many vacancies there were in the commonwealth funded team. 
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MINISTER FOR HEALTH:  The answer to the Member’s question is as follows: 

There have been no ongoing vacancies within the Aged Care Assessment Team (ACAT). Short-term 
vacancies have arisen from time to time due to attrition, recruitment and onboarding of new team 
members. These positions have been promptly filled to maintain operational continuity and ensure 
uninterrupted service delivery to the greatest extent possible. 
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