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(1) Minister, if this bill is passed, will the government consider additional funding for the
Directorates and other agencies to implement the extensive requirements of the
Bill?

(2) What would be the impact on the Disability Reference Group (DRG) functions if the
Bill is passed as it is?

(3) What changes would the DRG like to see in the Bill?

(4) What timeframe would be needed to successfully implement the bill, as it currently
is?

MINISTER STEPHEN-SMITH: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:—

(1) The Government will consider the final Bill and any additional resourcing
requirements will be determined when the full implications of the Bill are known.
Any resourcing requirements would be subject to a Budget process.

(2) If the Bill passes, a review of the DRG’s ongoing role and function will be undertaken,
noting the DRG essentially functions as a Disability Advisory Council but without a
legislative framework. It is anticipated a transition from the DRG to a Disability
Advisory Council would be reasonably straightforward.

(3) The DRG’s submission to the inquiry noted the substantial volume of consultation
the Bill would impose in a potentially short period of time, particularly in a landscape
of broader disability reform after several years of consultation. The DRG also noted a



lack of enforcement or non-compliance clauses in the Bill. The DRG’s feedback will
be taken into consideration in formulating the Government’s position.

(4) The Government will consider the final Bill and work with Directorates and agencies
to confirm a realistic timeframe once the full implications of the Bill are known.
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