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Asked by LEANNE CASTLEY MLA:

In relation to:

MS CASTLEY: Local business—okay. And the report reveals that Visit Canberra arranged tours for 82
journalists from Singapore, Malaysia, China, UK and New Zealand, how much did we pay for these 82
journalists to travel?

Mr Kobus: | will have to—the specific amount on the 82 journalists, | can take on notice, | can write
that down. Generally, we have—we run what is called a visiting journalist and influencer program and
through that program we host journalists, whether they be international or domestic journalists for a
whole range of purposes. So those journos could be from mainstream media such as newspapers, they
could be major publications, they could be travel agents, and we use those as mechanisms to either
help people become familiar with the destination, so in the instance that we would host a travel agent
or sales agent, that would be about ensuring they have the capacity to sell the destination better when
they go back to where they come from.

MS CASTLEY: Yes.

ANDREW BARR MLA: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:—

The 82 people who were invited to experience Canberra were journalists and travel/trade agents who
sell Canberra as a destination in the key international markets of Singapore, Malaysia, China, the

United Kingdom, New Zealand and India. The total cost was $53,000, which equates to less than $650
per person.
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