
 
Matters of public importance—your Assembly @ work 

Sitting week—9 to 11 February 2021 

Issue 1/2021 

Government Business 

Includes business items presented to the Assembly by the Executive including bills, motions, and papers 

Bills introduced 

Appropriation Bill 2020-2021 (presented 9 February) 

Summary: This bill will appropriate money for the purposes of the Territory for the financial year 
beginning on 1 July 2020. 

Appropriation (Office of the Legislative Assembly) Bill 2020-2021 (presented 9 February) 

Summary: This bill will appropriate money for expenditure in relation to the Office of the Legislative 
Assembly and officers of the Assembly, including the Auditor-General, the Electoral Commissioner and 

the Integrity Commissioner for the financial year beginning on 1 July 2020. 

Planning and Development Amendment Bill 2021 (presented 10 February) 

Summary: This bill will amend the Planning and Development Act 2007 to prohibit the establishment of 
major waste facilities in Fyshwick and also ban the expansion of existing facilities in Fyshwick.  

In accordance with a resolution passed by the Assembly on 2 December 2020, these bills were referred to 
the relevant standing committee for inquiry and report within two months of the bill’s presentation date 

with the exception of Appropriation Bills, standing committees have 60 days from the date of presentation 
to inquire and report. 

Bills debated 

Appropriation Bill 2020-2021  

Summary: This bill will appropriate money for the purposes of the Territory for the financial year 
beginning on 1 July 2020. 

Proceedings: Debate resumed on this bill on 11 February 2020 at which time the Leader of the 
Opposition and Leader of the ACT Greens gave their budget reply speeches. Debate on the bill was 
adjourned to a later sitting day. 

https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_63792/
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_63793/
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_63807/
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_63792/


COVID-19 Emergency Response Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 (No 3) 

Summary: This bill will amend a number of Territory statutes to extend certain existing COVID-19 
legislative measures adopted due to the COVID-19 pandemic emergency. The measures will be in place 

for the duration of the COVID-19 emergency. 

Proceedings: The proposed legislation received the support of all parties in the Assembly when debate 

resumed on 10 February with the bill being agreed to in principle. During the detail stage amendments 
moved by the Opposition, which sought to retain the current monthly reporting requirement, were 

negatived following a vote of the Assembly. 

The bill was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

Planning and Development Amendment Bill 2021  

Summary: This bill will amend the Planning and Development Act 2007 to prohibit the establishment of 

major waste facilities in Fyshwick and also ban the expansion of existing facilities in Fyshwick.  

Proceedings: Debate resumed on this bill on 11 February with all parties supporting the passage of the 

proposed legislation. The bill was agreed to in principle. 

The bill was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

Justice and Community Safety Legislation Amendment Bill 2020  

Summary: This bill will make minor, technical and non-controversial amendments to a number of 
Territory laws to improve regulation of government, professional and community bodies and to better 

protect and promote improved services for vulnerable persons. 

Proceedings: Debate resumed on this bill on 11 February and was supported by all parties in the 

Assembly. The bill was agreed to in principle. During the detail stage the Government moved a number 
of amendments which were agreed to. 

The amended bill was passed by the Assembly. 

Ministerial statements 

The Minister for Health provided the Assembly with an update on the Government’s response to the 
COVID-19 emergency on 9 February. During the statement the Minister presented two Chief Health 

Officer Reports on the status of the public health emergency due to COVID-19, dated 14 December 2020 
and 14 January 2021. 

The Minister for Housing and Suburban Development provided the Assembly with a second update on 
the ACT Housing Strategy on 10 February. During the statement the minister outlined the initiatives 

implemented by the Government over the last 12 months. At the conclusion of the statement, the 
minister presented the ACT Housing Strategy—Year 2 Report Card. 

The Minister for Health made a statement on the Canberra Hospital Expansion on 11 February. During 

the statement the minister outlined the progress to date and informed the Assembly that the project 
remains on track for completion in 2024. 

The full text of the statements made by Ministers and Members can be accessed from the Assembly 
Hansard site. 

https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_63528/
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_63807/
https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_63529/
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/hansard
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/hansard


Assembly Business 

Includes any business relating to the establishment or membership of a committee or the proposed 
referral of a matter to a committee. It also includes business which proposes to amend, disallow, 

disapprove or declare void any instruments which are made under specific Acts agreed to by the 
Assembly. Assembly business also includes any notice or order of the day which deals with the 

administration of the Assembly or how the Assembly conducts its proceedings 

Motion debated 

On 10 February, a motion was moved seeking to disallow DI2020-278, being the Government 
Procurement (Secure Local Jobs) Code 2020. In moving the motion Mr Cain MLA stated his reasons for 
doing so. During debate both the Government and the ACT Greens outlined their reasons for not 

supporting the disallowance motion. 

The motion was negatived after a vote of the Assembly. 

The full terms of the above motion can be found in the Minutes of Proceedings. 

Private Members’ Business 

Includes items presented to the Assembly by all non-Executive Members, including bills and motions 

Bill presented 

Drugs of Dependence (Personal Use) Amendment Bill 2021 (presented 11 February) 

Summary: This bill will amend the Drugs of Dependence Act 1989 to rename the Simple Cannabis 
Offence Notice Scheme to the Simple Drug Offence Notice Scheme and add other common illicit drugs 

to the diversionary pathway. 

Motions debated 

A proposed independent inquiry into institutional and systemic racism at the Alexander Maconochie 
Centre (AMC) was the subject of a motion moved by Mrs Kikkert MLA on 9 February 2021. The motion 

included noting that certain historical incidents, along with alleged incidents now under investigation, 
have damaged the confidence of some Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Canberrans in the AMC as 

an institution and called on the Government to commission and fund an external, independent inquiry 
relating to the incidence of institutional and/or systemic racism at the AMC and report back to the 

Assembly by the last sitting day in September 2021. During debate an amendment was moved by the 
Government that, among other things, noted a range of training and programs that custodial officers 

undertake to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees. The amendment also called on the 
Government to proceed with a review into overrepresentation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people in the ACT justice system and report back to the Assembly on progress by the last sitting day of 
September 2021. The ACT Greens indicated support for the proposed amendment during debate. The 
Government’s amendment was passed following a vote of the Assembly. 

The amended motion was agreed to. 

https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-the-chamber/chamber-documents


Development of the Gungahlin Town Centre was the subject of a motion moved by Ms Orr MLA on 

10 February 2021. The motion included calling on the Government to support the further development 
of the Gungahlin region and town centre and outlined how this might be achieved. During debate 

amendments were moved by the ACT Greens that included noting that all parties had committed to 
building a large community centre in the Gungahlin Town Centre during the 2020 election. The 

amendments also called on the Government to support the creation of an entertainment precinct to 
enable a night time economy. The ACT Greens amendments were agreed to following debate. A further 

amendment was moved by the Opposition to include calling on the Government to ensure additional 
employment opportunities in Gungahlin. This amendment was also agreed to. 

The amended motion was passed by the Assembly. 

Mr Davis MLA moved a motion on 10 February 2021 concerning financial literacy education within ACT 

government schools. The motion included noting that building financial literacy from childhood is 
important for long-term social and economic stability and equality and called on the Government to 

continue to work with students, the ACT Council of Parents and Citizens Association, the Australian 
Education Union ACT Branch and the ACT Principals’ Association to develop a plan to deliver quality 

financial literacy education in public schools. An amendment was moved by the Opposition during 
debate that sought to extend the time for schools to transition away from banks and financial 
institutions and also called on the Government to provide financial or other in-kind support to Parents 

and Citizens Associations and schools for any external funding lost by a transition away from financial 
institutions providing school banking services. The Opposition’s amendment was negatived following a 

vote of the Assembly. 

The motion was passed by the Assembly without amendment. 

Other motions debated during the sitting week related to: 

 Housing stress reduction—Mr Parton MLA 

 Proposed establishment of a poverty taskforce—Ms Lee MLA 

 Proposed development of a Molonglo Valley Community Council—Dr Paterson MLA 

The full debate on the above motions can be accessed from the Assembly Hansard site. 

Petitions 

The following petitions were lodged— 

• Giralang Shops—Update from developer on progress on delivering the shops—lodged by Ms Orr 
(9 and 10 February 2021) 

• Proposed inquiry into the alcohol, tobacco and other drug treatment services sector—lodged by 
Mrs Kikkert (9 February 2021) 

A copy of the petitions can be found on the Assembly Hansard site. 

https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/hansard
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/hansard


Papers Presented 

The following are papers of interest that were presented by the Manager of Government Business during 
the sitting week: 

• ACT Children and Young People Death Review Committee—Annual Report 2020 
• Annual Reports—2019-20 

• ACT Building and Construction Industry Training Fund Authority 
• ACT Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment 

• ACT Container Deposit Scheme 
• ACT Electoral Commission 
• ACT Gambling and Racing Commission 

• ACT Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
• ACT Health Directorate 

• ACT Human Rights Commission 
• ACT Inspector of Correctional Services 

• ACT Insurance Authority 
• ACT Integrity Commission 

• ACT Policing Special Projects 
• ACT Policing Special Purposes 

• ACT Policing 
• ACT Public Service—State of the Service Report 

• Canberra Health Services 
• Chief Minister, Treasury and Economic Development Directorate 

• City Renewal Authority 
• Community Services Directorate 
• Cultural Facilities Corporation 

• Director of Public Prosecutions 
• Education Directorate 

• Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate 
• Icon Water Limited 

• Independent Competition and Regulatory Commission 
• Justice and Community Safety Directorate 

• Legal Aid Commission (ACT) 
• Long Service Leave Authority 

• Official Visitor (Children and Young People) 
• Official Visitor (Disability Service) 

• Official Visitor (Homelessness Services) 
• Official Visitor (Mental Health) 

• Major Projects Canberra 
• Public Trustee and Guardian 
• Suburban Land Agency 

• Transport Canberra and City Services Directorate 



• Auditor-General’s Reports— 

• 7/2020—Management and care for people living with serious and continuing illness—Government 
response 

• 10/2020—2019-20 Financial Audits - Financial Results and Audit Findings 
• 1/2021—Land Management Agreements 

• Bimberi Youth Justice Centre—Bimberi Headline Indicators Report 
• Disability Justice Strategy—Annual Progress Report 2020 

• Report of a review of a correctional service—ACT Corrective Services Court Transport Unit 2020—
Government response 

• Report on the implementation of the Loose Fill Asbestos Insulation Eradication Scheme for the period 
1 July to 31 December 2020 

• Report on the outcomes of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body Hearings 2020 and 
Government response to report 

• Reports on COVID-19 measures, pursuant to section 3 of the COVID-19 Emergency Response Act 
2020— 

• Report No 8—Reporting period 1-30 November 2020 
• Report No 9—Reporting period 1-31 December 2020 

• Schedule of Leases Granted for the period 1 October-31 December 2020—Pursuant to the Planning 

and Development Act 
• Variations to the Territory Plan—Approvals— 

• No 363—Curtin group centre and adjacent residential areas: Zone changes and amendments to the 
Curtin precinct map and code 

• No 377—1 Dairy Road Fyshwick: Rezoning from Industrial IZ1 General Industrial Zone to 
Commercial CZ3 Services Zone and Non-Urban Hills Ridges and Buffer Zone and changes to the 

Fyshwick Precinct Map and Code 

Committee Activities  

Establishment of Committees—Amendment to resolution 

A motion proposing an amendment to a resolution of the Assembly of 2 December 2020 was moved. The 
motion sought to amend the reporting date of committees in relation to their inquiries into annual 

reports from 31 March to 9 April 2021. 

The motion was agreed to by the Assembly. 

Establishment of Select Committee 

Drugs of Dependence (Personal Use) Amendment Bill 2021—Select Committee 

A motion was moved on 11 February 2021 proposing the establishment of a Select Committee on the 
Drugs of Dependence (Personal Use) Amendment Bill 2021. The motion was agreed to and the following 

members were later appointed as members of the committee: 

 Mr Cain MLA 

Mr Davis MLA 
Dr Paterson MLA 



Committee reports 

Administration and Procedure—Standing Committee 

 Report 2—Report on the Conduct of Mr Coe, MLA 

Economy and Gender and Economic Equality—Standing Committee 

 Report 1—Inquiry into COVID-19 Emergency Response Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 (No 3) 

 Scrutiny Committee 

  Scrutiny Report 1 

 This report contained the committee’s comments on five bills, 66 pieces of subordinate legislation, one 
national regulation and proposed amendments to the Justice and Community Safety Legislation 

Amendment.  

Committee statements 

Economy and Gender and Economic Equality—Standing Committee 

 The chair of the committee made a statement on 9 February concerning the committee’s consideration 

of statutory appointments for the period 1 July to 31 December 2020. 

Education and Community Inclusion—Standing Committee 

 The chair of the committee made a statement on 10 February informing the Assembly that the 
committee had resolved to undertake an inquiry into infrastructure management in ACT schools. The 
chair advised that the committee had called for submissions on 3 February 2021 with a closing date of 

1 May 2021 for receipt of any submissions. 

Health and Wellbeing—Standing Committee 

 The chair of the committee made a statement on 11 February informing the Assembly that the 
committee had resolved to undertake an inquiry into current programs for drug harm reduction and 

stated the committee will now call for submissions. The chair presented the terms of reference for the 
inquiry at the conclusion of the statement.   

Responses to committee reports 

COVID-19 Pandemic Response—Select Committee (Ninth Assembly) 

 Interim Report 4—Government response (presented 9 February) 

 Final Report—Government response (presented 9 February) 

Economy and Gender and Economic Equality—Standing Committee 

 Report 1—Inquiry into COVID-19 Emergency Response Legislation Amendment Bill 2020 (No 3) 

(presented 10 February) 

Education, Employment and Youth Affairs—Standing Committee (Ninth Assembly) 

 Report 9—Youth Mental Health in the ACT—Government response (presented 9 February) 

https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees/apc/report-on-the-conduct-of-mr-coe,-mla#tab1699532-2id
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees/egee/inquiry-into-covid-19-emergency-response-legislation-amendment-bill-2020-no3#tab1688506-3id
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees/JCS_Scrutiny#tab1665319-2id
https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-committees/committees/egee/inquiry-into-covid-19-emergency-response-legislation-amendment-bill-2020-no3#tab1688506-3id


Justice and Community Safety—Standing Committee (Ninth Assembly) 

 Report 10—Report on Review of ACT emergency services responses to the 2019-20 bushfire season 
(presented 11 February) 

Planning and Urban Renewal—Standing Committee (Ninth Assembly) 

 Report 14—Inquiry into Planning for the Surgical Procedures, Interventional Radiology and Emergency 

Centre (SPIRE) and the Canberra Hospital campus and immediate surrounds—Government response 
(presented 9 February 2021) 

Public Accounts—Standing Committee (Ninth Assembly) 

 Report 13—Inquiry into Auditor-General Report No 8 of 2018: Assembly of Rural Land West of 

Canberra—Government response (presented 11 February 2021) 

Paper presented 

 Schedules of relevant committees to be consulted in relation to appointments made by Ministers to 
statutory offices, dated 15 December 2020 and 18 January 2021 (presented 9 February 2021) 

Members of the Legislative Assembly for the ACT 

Electorate of Brindabella 

Ms Joy Burch (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Johnathan Davis (ACT Greens) 

Mr Mick Gentleman (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Nicole Lawder (Canberra Liberals) 

Mr Mark Parton (Canberra Liberals) 

Electorate of Ginninderra 

Ms Yvette Berry (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Peter Cain (Canberra Liberals) 

Ms Tara Cheyne (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Jo Clay (ACT Greens) 

Mrs Elizabeth Kikkert (Canberra Liberals) 

Electorate of Kurrajong 

Mr Andrew Barr (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Elizabeth Lee (Canberra Liberals) 

Mr Shane Rattenbury (ACT Greens) 

Ms Rachel Stephen-Smith (Australian Labor Party) 

Ms Rebecca Vassarotti (ACT Greens) 



Electorate of Murrumbidgee 

Emma Davidson (ACT Greens) 

Mr Jeremy Hanson CSC (Canberra Liberals) 

Mrs Giulia Jones (Canberra Liberals) 

Dr Marisa Paterson (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Chris Steel (Australian Labor Party) 

Electorate of Yerrabi 

Mr Andrew Braddock (ACT Greens) 

Ms Leanne Castley (Canberra Liberals) 

Mr Alistair Coe (Canberra Liberals) 

Ms Suzanne Orr (Australian Labor Party) 

Mr Michael Pettersson (Australian Labor Party) 

Next Sitting 

Tuesday, 30 March 2021. 

This document is produced by the Office of the Legislative Assembly for information. 
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