
1. Who are we? 

Introduction: My name is Sue Byrne representing the Australian Garden 
History Society and Anne Claoue - Long is a member of the rocal 
Branch Committee. 

The Australian Garde'n History Society aims to promote awareness and 
conservation of significant gardens and cultural landscapes through 
engagement, research, advocacy and related educational activities. Our 
interests cover gardening in the broadest historic, social, artistic and 
scientific context. 

In 2020 the Australian Garden History Society will be celebrating the 40th 

anniversary of its founding in Melbourne. I am currently the chair of the 
local branch, covering the ACT, Monaro and Riverina region established 
in 1986. 

The national membership of AGHS numbers over 1700 and there is an 
active local membership of over 150. Our Branch runs a regular 
program, of tours and lectures often link~ng with the other national 
institutions including the Botanic Gardens, the Arboretum, the National 
Gallery and the National Library. This month on our instigation the War 
Memorial was prompted to examine the landscape history of its grounds. 



2. Why do we Care about Nature in the City? 

We value nature not only because of evidence showing the positive 
effects of the natural environment on the physical and mental well
being of the residents, but also as a historical society we value the 
heritage and history of landscapes both natural and built. 

Canberra is a famous example of a designed landscape that is 
significant for the way the surrounding mountains and nearby hills 
together with the lake are connected by long vista spaces. Within the 
national triangle the cultural institutions are spatially set out in the 
landscape. Surrounding this core are the celebrated garden suburbs 
whose beginnings came from the two urban planning philosophies of 
the early 20th C -the 'Garden City' and 'City Beautiful' movements 
which campaigned against the industrialised city ugliness and 
consequential poor physical and social health of the rapidly 
urbanising population. The interconnection of the historic form of the 
designed landscape and the presence of nature in Canberra is 
intimate and not coincidental. 

Walter Burley Griffin and Charles Weston may be fam.iliar names 
associated with the early development of Canberra but the city has 
been fortunate to have had eminent landscape architects and 
designers who continued with this philosophy of development. Harry 
Oakman, Lindsay Pryor, Richard Clough and Robert Boden all made 
an enormous contribution to the greening of the city yet their work is 
barely acknowledged and some of their plantings around the city and 
the lake have been neglected or poorly maintained eg in Acton Park 
now slated for high density development there are trees planted by 
Charles Weston and a grove of casuarina trees part of an official 
coppice planted by Governor General Stonehaven. This area has not 
been actively managed and plantings have been neglected. 



3. In conclusion 

Nature in the City requires the following -

An overarching master plan sensitive to the philosophical, historical and 
cultural basis of the city's original design concept rather than piecemeal 
development driven by profit. The vision of a city defined by its 
landscape, its green spaces and views, wildlife corridors and aesthetic 
appeal is being replaced by a densely urbanised and built environment. 

The value of interconnecting and open green space and trees in the city 
contributed to a healthy city on many levels: regulating microclimate 
through shade, filtering dust, controlling runoff, providing bird and smaU 
animal habitats. Tree plantings reflected the rhythm of seasons through 
spring blossoms, autumn colour and winter bark framework. 

Of concern to our Society is the loss of public green space arising from 
open setbacks with garden areas, and the open internal courtyards of 
low-rise blocks of flats. The reduction of large open public parks, 
especially at the lake's West Basin, with increasing use of paving 
instead of grass areas, under the guise of sustainable maintenance, all 
diminish Canberra's landscape city quafities. This cannot be 
compensated through provision of pop up gardens and parklets which 
are unlikely to provide the richly developed habitats and eco systems 
required for long term maintenance of nature in the city. 



Nature In the City and Landscape 

3 things the government can do: 

Acknowledge that Canberra is a giant garden landscape - that the public 
spaces of front gardens, setbacks, parks and reserves were deliberately 
created by former government policy in a designed landscape for aesthetic 
and environmental reasons and that this Urban Forest) is essential for Nature 
in the City. 

Acknowledge that the Urban Forest as crucial to Nature in the City (and other 
climate issues) by listing street trees, and trees in parks and reserves as 
public assets to be maintained and funded through Treasury provision. 

Publicly account for any depreciation of Canberra's public asset of the Urban 
Forest where it is reduced through tree decline or removal for urban 
densification or the transfer of space from the public to private sphere. This 
is also a matter of intergenerational equity - once open space is built on it is 
gone, with the impact of that loss being felt ever after and replacing many 
mature trees in development areas with a few select specimen trees does 
little for Nature in the City for future generations. 


