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Good Morning, 
My name is  and I am a regular user of Canberra's Nature Parks,  waking early
at 5.00am in all seasons to capture the early morning light at sunrise in photos of

 at the back of  where I live.

I've been walking  as we regulars call it, for about five years now, and in that
time I have seen a great many things. The extraordinarily beautiful creatures who live and
move around  seem to go unnoticed by almost everybody except a couple of
us with cameras and a zoom lens, or binoculars.

The beautiful wallaroos, kangaroos, wallabys, wombats, echidnas, eagles, black cockatoos,
and scores of other birds, have been captured in my beautiful photographs that I show my
family and friends, amazed at my good fortune to find myself in proximity to such beauty
and such precious creatures.

I staged a 'Canberra's Nature Parks Photographic Exhibition' last year at the Botanic
Gardens Visitor Centre. I am holding a similar exhibition this year at Namadgi national
park visitor centre in August. I want other people to wake up and realise the beauty we live
with here in Canberra, and change our policies to care for these beautiful creatures before
it's too late, and our apathy decides their fate.

These creatures don't like human beings. They fear us. They flee us if we interfere with
their security. They live life on alert when we walk past, always watching to check if they
need to run from us. People walk their dogs without a leash  every day,
morning after morning, year after year, flouting the law, (It's illegal to walk an unleashed
dog  So many mornings I have witnessed my beautiful little furry friends race
for their lives because someone's dog has scampered up into the bush away from its owner,
unleashed, unobserved, undisciplined. 

So many times I have watched helplessly, as groups of kangaroos and wallaroos, mothers
with babies in their pouches, have had to quickly leap away as fast as they can to outrun a
chasing dog, blindly careering up the slopes in a frenzy to get clear of the threat. The
owners of the dogs who do this are sauntering along below on the track, oblivious to the
damage theyve caused through their negligence. Many a time in my anger at witnessing
scenes like this, I have shouted "put your dog on a bloody lead!", to the owner, as the dog
wreaks havoc and panic in the creatures who live on the ridge.

I have confronted dog owners walking the ridge so many times over five years. As I have
begun to have more of an idea of the animals who live here, and started to care for them
and fear their vulnerability to the current situation, my courage in standing up to people
doing the wrong thing has increased. Dog owners give many responses..."I want my dog to
have a nice experience", "I want my dog to run free, without a leash", "My dog always
sticks to my side, he never requires a leash" "My dog always comes when he's called",
"You don't have any right to tell me what to do", "Nobody tells us not to, so we can walk
our dogs however we like up here", "there's never any rangers here so we can get away
with it", "Who do you think you are telling me what I can and can't do with my dog",
"Everybody else is doing it", "No-one will ever catch us", "The animals up here can hop
away, it doesn't matter", "The kangaroos dont care", ""My dog wouldnt hurt a fly, she's
gorgeous" etc, etc, There are some responses which have been extremely abusive.



Overall, I can say there has only ever been one dog-owner who changed when confronted
by me, and actually listened to what I had to say, and who agreed with me, and who
leashes her dog every day now. I am now friends with that person!

When we enter one of Canberra's Nature Parks, we are entering the home of many species.
This is their lounge-room, their bedroom. We are visiting, and we have a moral obligation
to ensure our presence in somebody else's home doesn't make them so insecure that they
cannot continue their normal daily life. I have talked to rangers who tell me they can't do
anything about unleashed dogs, they are powerless to uphold the law in Canberra's Nature
Parks. The signs at the entrances to Canberra's Nature Parks saying 'dogs must be on a
leash' are worthless bits of metal that the majority of park users ignore.

Unless a ranger is patrolling at the 2 peak park-usage periods, (which means sunrise to
about 9am, and 5pm to sunset), and  gives on-the-spot hefty fines with mandatory
impounding of offending dogs, then no change will happen. 
Canberrans have become people who feel entitled to do as they please.

We enter Canberra's Nature Parks for our pleasure, to have a nice experience. The rules are
there for a reason, to protect those who live there. We don't have the right to do what we
want because  its convenient.

Consistent authority present on the ground to interrupt and put an end to this mindset will 
set things right and protect the vulnerable creatures who have to cope with our intrusion
into their areas.

I hope you enjoy the following small selection of photos of some of the beautiful creatures
who live 

Thankyou for your attention.

Sincerely,

Sent from Samsung tablet.
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