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MEDIA RELEASE
Committee announces inquiry into building quality in the ACT
The Legislative Assembly’s Standing Committee on Economic Development and Tourism has resolved to
hold an inquiry into building quality in the ACT.
Jeremy Hanson MLA, Chair of the Committee, said that, “the Committee resolved to inquire into and report
on the quality of new buildings in the ACT and any potential or actual causes of poor building quality in the
ACT. There has been concern in the community for some time about building quality, particularly newer
apartment developments. As Canberra’s population grows and more housing, including medium and high
density housing, is constructed it is important that our community has ta robust regulatory framework
governing building quality.”
Mr Hanson said that “poor building quality can cause significant stress and losses to owners and occupiers.
The need for rectification works can also impose significant economic costs on the construction industry
and the ACT economy”.
The Committee would welcome submissions from stakeholders and the general public. Written
submissions should be lodged by 6 July 2018.
The Committee has released a discussion paper to provide those interested in making a submission with
some background on the current regulatory regime and some of the key issues that they may wish to
consider
Submissions should include your full name, postal address and telephone number. Electronic lodgement is
preferred.
Under the inquiry’s terms of reference the Committee will consider:
1. The certification regime for the building and construction industry including;
a) Review by certifiers of the initial building plans;
b) Compliance by builders with the building’s approved construction plans;
c) The adequacy of regulatory mechanisms to ensure compliance with approved construction
plans;
d) The role of inspections and audits in the regulatory process; and
e) The appropriateness of current practices for appointing certifiers, including addressing the
potential for conflicts of interest.
2. The merits of standard contracts or statutory requirements in contracts covering build quality.
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3. Industry skills accreditation and ongoing professional development including;
a) The breadth of the occupational licensing regime in the ACT; and
b) The suitability of ongoing skills education and practices within the industry.
4. Processes and practices for the identification and rectification of defects including;
a) Current mechanisms available for defect identification and redress;
b) The effectiveness of those mechanisms to ensure rectification in instances where standards
have not been met;
c) The adequacy and accessibility of those mechanisms especially for individuals or body
corporates; and
d) The effectiveness of efforts to address “phoenixing” – the transfer of assets from an indebted
building company to a new one to avoid paying its liabilities.
5. The cost effectiveness of current building compliance and defect rectification practices for industry,
government, individuals or body corporates and the potential for the introduction of alternative dispute
resolution mechanisms.
6. The role of Access Canberra.
7. The regulatory setting or practices in other jurisdictions that could inform consideration of any of the
above.
8. Personal experiences that could inform consideration of any of the above.
9. Any other relevant matter.
For the purposes of clarity the Committee wishes to inform submitters that it is not inquiring into
compliance with approved development applications.
For further information or to lodge a submission please contact the Committee Secretary on
(02) 6205 0129 or by email at: LACommitteeEDT@parliament.act.gov.au.
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