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Creation of the Adviser Position

The 」une 1999 Report q声he Se/ect Committee on the f?eport q巨he Review qf Govem。nCe

SuPPO「ted the adoption of a code ofconduct and the appointment ofan ethics

COmmissjoner for a= Members oftheしegisiative AssembIy forthe Australian CapitaI

Ter「ito「y.

These matters were subsequentiy referred to the Assembiy′s Standing Committee on

Administration and Procedu「e′ tOgether with a discussion paper entitled A P。rIiomen亡。ry

Ethic5 Adv佃erfdr拓e ACT [egis/ative Assemb/y.

FoIIowing the 2001 report ofthat Committee on that reference and a further report by it in

2004, a COde ofconduct was adopted bv the Assembly, On the motion ofthe then Speaker,

On 2与August 200与・ [in 2013 theAssembiy resoIved to adopt a new CodeofConductfor

Members. The Assembly aIso agreed to the appointment of a Commissioner for Standards

to investigate, On reference from the Speake「, COmPIaints about non-COmPiiance with that

Code.]

A motion requesting that the Speaker appoint an Ethics and lntegrity Adviser for Members

OftheしegisIative A5SembIy was agreed on lO ApriI 2008 (Standing ResoIution 6A). That

「esoIution specified that such appointment would be onIy for the period ofthe Assembly in

Which the appointment was made.

Subsequently, On 21 August 2008, that resolution was amended to provide that an

appointment was to be ′′forthe庸e ofthe Assembly and the period ofthree months after

each election’’. This amendment was designed to ensure that an Adviser would be avaiIabIe

to aII, but especi訓y new, Members immediateiv after each election.

Appointment of Adviser

Fo=owing the passage ofStanding ResoIution 6A, advertisements ca川ng for expressions of

interest in appointment as Ethics and integrity Adviser for Members ofthe Legislative

Assembly fo「 the AustraIian CapitaI Ter「itory were placed in the nationaI and iocaI press.

On 25 June 2008 the then Speaker appointed me to the position of Ethics and lntegrity

Advise「for the period ending on 18 October 2008. FoIIowing amendment of Standing

ResoIution 6A on 21 August 2008, that appointment was extended to 18 」anuary 2009.



ln 」a=uary 2009 the then Speaker reappointed me as Ethics and lntegrity Adviserfor the Iife

Ofthe Seventh Assembly and the foIIowing three months.

In 」anuary 2013 press advertisements were again piaced seeking expressions of interest in

appointment as the Ethics and lntegrityAdviser. I was among those expressing interest.

On 18」anuary 2013 mythen current appointment expired.

SubsequentIy I was reappointed as Ethics and Integrity Adviser by the then Speaker with

effect from l March 2013 for the baIance ofthe iife ofthe Eighth AssembIy and the fo=owing

three months.

In November 2016 press advertisements were again pIaced seeking expressions of interest in

appointment as the Ethi⊂S and Integrity Advise「' i was among those expressing interest.

On 14」anuary 2017 my the= Current aPPOintment expired.

Subsequently l was reappointed as Ethics and lntegrity Advise「 by the current Speaker with

effect from l Feb「uary 2017 for the baIance ofthe Iife ofthe Eighth Assemblv and the

fo=owing th「ee months 〈i.e., tO lO 」anuary 2021).

On l与」anuary 2021 1 was again reappointed as Ethics and integrity Adviser bythe cu「rent

Speake「 forthe baiance ofthe life ofthe Ninth Assemblv and the fo=owing three months.

On this occasion the appointment was made without publicIy seeking expressions of interest

but, i was informed, With the support ofa= party Ieaders.

Terms of Appointment

Continuing ResoIution 6A sets out various terms of appointment for the Ethics and integrity

Adviser. These are suppiemented by the instrument ofAppointment made bythe Speaker.

in particuIar, these instruments provide forthe remuneration ofthe Adviser and require that

a deed of confidentiaiity and con輔ct of interest be executed bythe Adviser.

At the beginning ofthe year under review, remuneration was at the 「ate of $14,965

(excIusive ofGS丁) for upto 40 hours perannum and at a pro rata 「ate perhourfortime

SPent in excess of40 hours per amum (each adjusted amuaIIyfor increases in the

Consumer Price Index). That rate was adjusted to ;15,728 bv reference to CP=ncreases in

theyearto March 2022 and appiied to invoices issued from =uiy 2022.

Du「ing the period under review, l spent around 20 hours on activities connected with the

POSition of Ethics and lntegrity Adviser and thus was not entitIed to any additional per-hour

remune「ation.



Activities

During 2021-2022, my advice was sought by 9 Members on 15 issues.

i am required by the AssembIy ResoIution to protect the confidentiality of matters raised

With me by Membe「s and ofthe advice which I p「ovideto them.

However′ the nature ofthe matters on which my advice was sought in the period under

review related in generai terms to the foIIowing issues:

●　the impIicationsofa friend′ PartnerOraSSOCiate appIyingforempioymentwith the

AC丁Government;

●　the use ofthe former ′′communication訓owance′′ or other personaI finances for

Various purposes;

●　engaging in additionaI empIoyment or remunerative activities;

●　COmmenting pubIiciyon matters subjectto the deliberations ofan AssembIy

Committee whiIe a member ofthat Committee;

●　the impIications ofa friend, PartnerOraSSOCiate undertakingempIoyment with or

hoiding equity in a comme「ciai fi「m that might contract with the ACT Govemment, Or

Otherwise benefit from such a contract;

●　the use ofpu帥ciyfunded staffin undertaking, and the fundingof, COnStituent Iiaison

functions;

・ makingsubmissionsto publicofficiais in relation to decisionsto be made bythem on

matters of constituent interest, O「 COmmenting pubiiciy on such pending decisions;

・ PerSOnal reIationships with sta什ofanother Member;

●　the exercise as a p「ope「tyownerofp「ivate rights in 「elation to gove「nment

PrOgramS;

. the acceptance ofdonations o「g冊s; and

● invoIvement in, and providing support for, COmmunity organisations.

1t is of course open to a Membe「to reiease or otherwise publicIy discuss any advice they

have received from, Or interaction they have had with, the Adviser.

丁he AssembIy resolution creating the position ofAdviser precIudes the Adviser from

P「OViding iegaI advice. On one occasions duringthe year, I had to decIine a requestfor

advice f°rthat reason; On anOther occasion出ad to carefu=y deiineate between the Iegai

and ethicaI aspects of a request for advice so that l confined my advice to the latter.



ln addition to the provision ofcase-SPeCific advice as discussed above, l met with the

Standing Committee on Administration and Procedure to discuss my annuaI report for the

P「 ious Yea「.
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