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To:    LACommitteePTCS@parliament.act.gov.au. 
From:  Executive Committee of  - City Plaza Apartments 
Date: 1 August 2022 
Re: Submission to Inquiry into Electric Vehicle Adoption in the ACT 
 
The Executive Committee is making this submission in order to draw attention to the 
pressing need for the ACT Government to address current and future needs for EV 
charging in multi-story, high density residential builds in the city centre.  
 
City Plaza Apartments is a strata managed residential and business complex on  

. It is an 8 story building comprising 92 units under separate title 
and 3 underground car parking levels with capacity for 83 cars. It was built in 1996.  
As an established complex the body corporate is not able to make infrastructure 
changes to accommodate EV charging without significant cost, which would require 
support of owners with different priorities; eg investment property owners who want 
to minimise expenses and live-in owners who consider such infrastructure costs a 
good investment.  Government policies, regulations and programs can assist to 
overcome barriers to adopting electric vehicles. 
 
Our submission is relevant to Terms of Reference c, e and h. 
ToR c. Planning laws and regulations and education and promotions in relation to 

charging infrastructure requirements in a variety of residential, public and 
commercial configurations and precincts. 

o Building regulations for new residential developments should make 
provision of EV charging infrastructure mandatory. 

o The ACT Government should consider mandating the retrofitting of EV 
charging infrastructure in already built non-compliant complexes. 

o There is a need for education and information that simplifies the 
issues. The ACT Government could establish a website, prepare fact 
sheets, or run strata focussed workshops/information sessions. 

 

ToR e. Regional charging infrastructure and whether this is a barrier to local update, 
end-of-life battery disposal, and impact of EVs on ACT power supply 
requirements and vehicle-to-grid issues. 

o Is there sufficient capacity in city substations to meet new demands 
for EV charging in existing strata buildings? 

o Existing residential complexes may need assistance to identify what 
upgrades may be needed to their building’s energy supply system. 
The ACT Government could provide a building assessment service for 
free or provide some financial assistance for such an assessment.   



 

ToR h. Other Federal barriers to EV uptake, cost and availability of EVs, including 
fuel efficiency standards, impact of EV uptake on existing motor and service 
industry sectors including possible transition assistance, equity and just-
transition issues for people on lower incomes. 

o Investors in unit titles do not want to bear the extra cost of 
sustainability infrastructure. The Federal Government can provide a 
financial incentive to overcome this reluctance by providing quick start 
grants or zero interest loans for installation. 

o There is some concern by owners over increased fire risk due to EV 
charging or malfunctioning batteries on EVs.  The Federal 
Government may be able to address this technical uncertainty by 
establishing manufacturing standards that relate to safety.  
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