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• This statement provides an update to the Assembly on the
Resolution pertaining to Sport and Recreation originally presented
by Mr Davis on 22 April 2021.

• This Resolution related to a number of specific matters:

1) As per our Parliamentary and Governing Agreement, the
exploration of options to recognise a sport and recreation peak
body;

2) Development of a new strategic plan for sport and recreation in
the ACT;

3) Development of a facilities management plan for the ACT’s

sporting facilities, including future facility development;

4) Addressing the climate change impacts of Territory owned
facilities, with particular efforts to ensure heat-managed and
smoke free environments; and

5) Examination of participation barriers for Canberrans from
low-income households and mechanisms to address these
barriers.

Background context 

• The ACT is an active community.  The Territory has a diverse sport
and recreation sector, a network of quality facilities and open
spaces that support this participation, and numerous elite teams
that have long made us proud on the national stage.
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• The ACT sport and recreation sector is a significant employer, a
driver of events and visitation and one that has an impact on our
community way beyond the playing courts and fields.

• The experience during the COVID pandemic over the last two
years demonstrated once again the immense value that the
community places on sport and recreation.  When these activities

were not part of Canberrans’ normal routines, paused by

restrictions, the impact on community health, well-being and social

connections were clear.

• The Government is proud of the support it has provided through
this period.  Not only in financial terms, be it through additional
grants or fee waivers, but the direct relationship that the office of
the Minister for Sport and Recreation and the teams at Sport and

Recreation, TCCS – Sport and Recreation Facilities and ACT

Property Group enjoy with the sector in being able to provide
support and guidance through lockdown periods and the phased
reintroduction of activity.

• The accessibility of our community to our agencies and to
Government is somewhat unique.

Sector Peak Body 

• The door to the office of the Minister for Sport and Recreation has
always been open to representations from the sector.  The same

can be said for access to the teams within the ACT Government
that service the industry.
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• The ACT has not had a sports sector peak body since 2015 when
the former ACTSPORT ceased operating.

• Since its establishment over twenty years prior, the sector had
changed. Individual sports had matured.  Many had paid
employees, stronger governance models, owned assets and
importantly, an ability to advocate on their own behalf.

• The Government determined that it was not its role to step in and
fund a member-based sector advocacy group which saw the
remaining key functions of the body transferred to the Territory,
these being the annual Sports Awards (now known as the CBR
Sports Awards), the ACT Sports Hall of Fame and the management
of community sport tenants at the University of Canberra Sporting

Common.

• Over recent times a collective of “major” sports, the “Coalition of

Major Participation Sports” has informally established itself,

seeking to provide advice and lobby on identified issues.

• The Minister for Sport and Recreation and representatives of Sport
and Recreation have met with the Coalition on regular occasions,

while also frequently meeting with its individual members.

• The Resolution calls for the exploration of a peak sector body to be
re-established and Government is committed to exploring this
option as per the Parliamentary and Governing Agreement.
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• The membership of the Coalition of Major Participation Sports has
made progress towards developing a potential governance model,
presumably with a broader member base, that may look to

establish itself legitimately as a sector peak body.

• Progress includes plans to become an incorporated not-for-profit
entity, with a name change from the Coalition of Major Participation
Sports to the Community Sport Alliance of the ACT.

• While Government is yet to see evidence there is a void that needs
to be filled in how it currently liaises with the sector, the
Government does look forward to receiving further advice from the
sector.

• Importantly, Government has been clear in discussions with the
Coalition that any future model should be on a sustainable footing
that neither requires nor seeks to be operationally supported by
Government, the very entity to which it seeks to advocate.

• Government awaits further detail from the Coalition on its proposed
model.

Sector Strategic Plan 

• In 2011 the ACT Government and the sector unveiled Active 2020,
a shared 10-year plan, with seven strategic priority areas and more

than 50 strategic initiatives with corresponding success indicators.

• It was the first time a partnered plan with the sector had been
developed and was entrusted to ACTSPORT, the former peak
body, as the caretaker of the plan.
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• As a “shared” plan between Government and the sector, the

application of the plan was further complicated as we entered an
era where sports were increasingly taking a more centralised,
national approach, with strategy included in this.

• With Active 2020 now in the rear-vision mirror, Government is

committed to developing a new strategic plan – a plan for the

Government and for the benefit of the sector.  One that identifies

the clear priorities of Government – its purpose in respect of sport

and recreation, where we want to go and where we want to invest
available resources.

• Sport and recreation clearly intersects with so many other areas of
our community and the business or structures of Government.
Exploring these touch points will help inform thinking but, it is clear
that the work of Government in sport and recreation cannot be all

things, to all areas – as part of this work, purpose and scope need

to be defined.

• It is foreseeable that this approach will not tell the sector what to
do, but ultimately through the intersection between Government’s

strategic plans and those of the individual sports, it will inform areas
in which we can work together.

• A consultant was appointed in late 2021 to lead this this work and
consultation has commenced, with a completion timeframe for mid-
year.
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• This work is aligning with the recently completed review of the
Sport and Recreation Grants Program, the recommendations from
which remain under consideration.  It is expected that the priorities

established within the Strategic Plan will directly shape how grant
funding is targeted from 2023.

Infrastructure “Road Map” 

• Developing sporting infrastructure for Canberra’s active community,

and one that continues to grow in number, is a constant challenge.

• This Government continues to directly support the development of
facilities across the city.  New ovals, tennis courts, pools, rowing
facilities, cycle infrastructure and sporting facilities available for
community use at ACT Government schools to name only a few.

• In meeting the needs of an expanding urban footprint, the
Government is also mindful of our ageing community sporting

infrastructure in existing urban areas, some of which requires
maintenance, upgrade or replacement.

• Election commitments made in 2020 shape Government’s

immediate facility priorities, however these are not the only
commitments for new infrastructure, upgrades or maintenance.
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• To provide a greater line of sight for the sector in understanding
both the volume and complexity of these works and the associated

works schedule, Government has released a “Road Map” which

seeks to detail what this current term of work looks like, whether it

be major projects like Throsby Home of Football or the Gungahlin
Tennis Centre, through to more minor works such as, lighting
upgrades or pavilion refurbishments.

• The “Road Map” identifies a project portfolio of $167 million

sporting infrastructure projects that the Government proposes to
pursue during this term of government.  This alone is a significant

figure and doesn’t include the annual investment required to

maintain the sport and recreation assets directly owned by the
Territory (i.e. sportsgrounds, aquatic facilities, ACT Government
schools).

• It is known based on past experiences how plans can change –

new event opportunities, asset failure, natural events or funding

opportunities, all complicate forward planning. Government’s

approach, while remaining mindful of the core responsibilities of the

roadmap, is to remain nimble to respond as and where required.

• In delivering assets to support sporting participation, Government
remains mindful as to how these facilities are used and the need for
facilities is assessed and met in a local context.

Climate change and sport 

• The resolution calls for the prioritisation of addressing climate
change impacts on ACT Government sporting facilities.
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• The now seemingly defunct Commonwealth Government plan for
sport, “Sport 2030”, makes no reference to climate change and its

impacts on sporting facilities or participation.

• This Government is committed to the ACT’s coming strategic plan

not repeating this oversight.

• In noting this intent, Government is mindful that so much has been
achieved in the Territory in regard to protecting and supporting our
sector to meet the challenge of climate change.

• The degree to which this has been achieved to make Canberra
sport climate change ready was evident in the Commissioner for

Sustainability and the Environment’s 2019 report, “Heat, Humidity

and the Hockey Stick: Climate Change and Sport in Canberra”.

• The report lists a multitude of ways in which local sporting facilities
were being readied – greater use of drought tolerant turf species,

non-potable irrigation sources, LED lighting infrastructure, new and

more efficient irrigation systems, synthetic grass surfaces and solar
power systems to name a few.

• There is more that sport can do to lead and to continue to adapt.
Clearly ongoing climate change and increased heat, storms and

bushfires, will challenge sporting facilities and challenge our

community’s ability to participate in the manner to which we have

become accustomed.

• But if nothing else, sport is adaptable and will continue to meet
these challenges



11

Participation barriers for low-income households 

• Despite having a relatively active community, it is clear that many
Canberrans are not engaged in sport and physical activity.

• We also know that non-engagement is higher in certain
demographic groups and geographic areas.

• Understanding sports participation in the ACT, like in other
jurisdictions, is largely informed by statistical measures.

• In the ACT’s case the annual AUSPLAY survey provides valuable

insights, while more recently Government has partnered with Active
Xchange to provide the sector with free access to a data analytics
tool that allows them to overlay participation, demographic and
facility location and availability, to better understand sporting
participation and further inform strategic thinking.

• Cost is continually raised as the number one barrier to people
participating but the reasons are far broader than this, even in lower
socioeconomic households.

• In mid-2021 Sport and Recreation engaged ORIMA to undertake
deep dive, local research around the participation barriers for lower
socioeconomic households.

• Leaving cost aside, the identified barriers were both interesting and
diverse, touching on areas such as:

- The types of daytime work undertaken, both in its physical
intensity and hours of work;
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- Access to allied health services for injury prevention and
treatment;

- Increased reliance on public transport and accessible, local
facilities; and

- Greater need for stimulation and joy from available leisure time.

• The results are interesting and provide much food for thought in
how the sector seeks to engage more Canberrans in sport and
physical activity.  Research was presented to a forum of local sport

CEOs last December and is available at www.sport.act.gov.au 

• As Government progresses its strategic planning phase, learnings
from this research will be valuable in supporting the ambitions for
sport to be inclusive and available to even more Canberrans.

CONCLUSION 

• The value of sport and recreation to our community is significant.

• This Government has been, and continues to be, a supporter and
advocate for sport and the opportunity for all Canberrans to be

physically active.

• As with any area of Government business there are challenges that
are faced and decisions that are made based upon our priorities.
Government will continue to work with the sector to understand its
needs, informing Government priorities and decision making.

http://www.sport.act.gov.au/
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