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Madam Speaker, I am pleased to table the final Government response to the 

Our Booris, Our Way review.  

The Our Booris, Our Way review is significant in that it was established as a 

wholly Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander co-designed and then led review.  

The process of government handing over the decision making levers to guide 

solutions and new initiatives, has been ground-breaking and necessary.  

It is now time for the Government to demonstrate that we have not just 

listened but we are acting to address the unacceptable overrepresentation of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people involved with 

the child protection system. 

The government has agreed in full to 28 recommendations and sub-

recommendations and agreed in principle to a further seven. One 

recommendation has been noted.   

With the foresight of the Steering Committee in taking an iterative approach to 

the review, we have already made progress on many of the interim 

recommendations, and this is reflected in the Government’s response. Other 

recommendations require more time to undertake the necessary policy or 

legislative changes.  Some others require a whole of government response, 

understanding that protecting children – and supporting their families – is a 

whole-of-government, whole-of-community responsibility. 

Madam Speaker, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement 

Principle is a nationally recognised policy and practice framework that defines 

the way jurisdictions engage with Aboriginal and Torres Strait families and 

community in child protection decision making and support options.   
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SNAICC’s 2019 Review of the Implementation of the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander Child Placement Principle for the ACT found that “Child and 

Youth Protection Services … has demonstrated significant recent engagement 

with improving compliance with all elements of the ATSICPP”; and that: 

“Key policy reforms have continued through this period, including the 

Our Booris, Our Way review and the A Step Up for Our Kids strategy. All 

[interim] recommendations of the review are in progress or have been 

completed, with the ACT Government driving some important 

improvements in early intervention”.   

In line with the interim recommendations, over the past two years the 

Community Services Directorate has engaged the Secretariat of National 

Aboriginal and Islander Child Care, better known as SNAICC, to train child and 

youth protection workers in implementing the five elements of the Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle. 

This is now core training for all child protection workers. More than 162 people 

attended training in 2019, improving their knowledge and understanding of the 

context, history and reasons for the Placement Principle.   

The Placement Principle has been further embedded in policy and practice 

through the development of several practice guides. 

This has been supported by the appointment of key Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander positions and expertise in Child and Youth Protection Services: 

• An Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Principal Practitioner, who is 

responsible for undertaking systemic reviews and analysis of practice; 
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• An Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Practice Leader, who has a key 

role in embedding the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child 

Placement Principle within the Directorate and ensuring that culturally 

responsive practice remains at the forefront of decision making;  

• A designated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Senior Policy Officer, 

who is responsible for the development of a strategy to implement the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle into Child 

and Youth Protection Services policies and procedures; and 

• A designated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander senior Training and 

Development Officer who has responsibility for delivering the Cultural 

Development Program for CYPS staff, along with other training programs 

that continue to support improved practice with Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander families. 

In recognition that decision making is often best done by family and kin, in 

November 2017 the ACT Government commenced a Family Group 

Conferencing (FGC) pilot program with Aboriginal owned organisation, Curijo. 

In the 2018-19 Budget, the Government committed an additional $1.4 million 

for the ongoing operation of the program. FGC diverts families away from 

Childrens Court processes and empowers them to participate and contribute to 

decisions about the safety of their children.  

Madam Speaker, the latest figures provided for this year’s Family Matters 

report show that from November 2017 to July 2020, 41 families have been 

involved in a Family Group Conference, involving 89 children. Of these, 

54 children have subsequently not entered care. For 35 children, decisions 

about the best care arrangements were made by the extended family. 
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We’ve also invested in Functional Family Therapy – Child Welfare (FFT), which 

is delivered by Aboriginal controlled organisation, Gugan Gulwan Youth 

Aboriginal Corporation in partnership with OzChild. FFT aims to reduce the 

number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people 

entering child protection or out of home care, through interventions that 

strengthen families and communities. 

The 2019 Family Matters Report found that, “so far, [FFT] has seen promising 

results with 24 families and 68 children in total being strongly engaged in the 

program. None of the children have entered out-of-home care since 

accessing the program”.  

The most recent figures show 112 children and young people have been 

supported to stay with the 31 families involved in FFT. 

Last year, Family Matters also found that, while FFT was delivering promising 

results, “preventative efforts in the Australian Capital Territory remain 

inadequate to eliminate the rising rate of over-representation”. We agree that 

there is further work to do, and that FGC and FFT are not the only answers, but 

it is encouraging that the rate of over-representation in children and young 

people coming in to care has significantly reduced over the last two years.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people represented 

11 per cent of those entering care in the first half of 2019-20. This is still an 

unacceptable level of over-representation but compares with 13 per cent in the 

same period in 2018-19, 35 per cent in the same period 2017-18 and 32 per 

cent in the same period 2016-17.  

 



6 

What this means in terms of numbers is six Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

children and young people entering care in the first half of 2019-20. This 

compares with seven in the same period 2018-19, 29 in the same period 

2017-18 and 35 in the same period 2016-17. 

Madam Speaker, FGC and FFT will not keep every at-risk child and young 

person out of the care system, but they are clearly having a positive impact.  

In tabling this Government response to the Our Booris, Our Way Review I want 

to stress that this is only a point in time. This report summarises the progress 

we have made over the past two years in considering and progressing actions 

under the recommendations of the review. 

But we know this is a long road – our child and youth protection professionals 

and their community partners are often working with families that have 

experienced significant inter-generational trauma. We will continue to work 

with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to take forward these 

important recommendations and will remain accountable to the community. 

Each of the actions listed under these recommendations contribute to a 

systemic reform of the child protection system in the ACT. The Government will 

continue to work with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community to 

establish an ongoing reporting framework that captures the intent of these 

systemic changes and monitors our progress towards that intent.  

Yesterday I was pleased to meet with the Implementation Oversight 

Committee, established in line with Recommendation 15, to discuss this among 

other matters. I thank the Committee members for their time and their 

ongoing commitment to their community.  
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Madam Speaker, I sincerely thank the Steering Committee that oversaw the 

two-year Our Booris, Our Way review. This was not easy or comfortable work. 

It was at times a confronting, upsetting and frustrating process. 

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community loves their children and 

has suffered so much pain as a result of past policies and practices. Seeing lost 

or missed opportunities is incredibly tough.  

But this work was not done in vain. Our Booris, Our Way has already delivered 

change and I have no doubt the Implementation Committee will hold the 

incoming Government to account to continue this important work. 


