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I sent separate emails to the CEO of the ACT Bar Association and the ACT Supreme Court Chief 
Justice on 28 November 2018: 

<subject>  
[to ACT Bar Association CEO] ACT Magistrates and ACT Supreme Courts ‘crest’  
[to ACT Supreme Court Chief Justice] ACT Supreme Court and ACT Magistrates Court ‘crest’  
 
Following the recent Canberra Times article about the so-called ‘crest’ of Canberra, 17/11/18 pp.4-5 
‘New ACT Supreme Court rooms lack insignia’ < https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6000139/crest-
fallen-new-act-supreme-courtrooms-lack-official-insignia/ >, in which  

[to ACT Bar Association] your President was quoted at length (and accurately too I hope)  
[to ACT Supreme Court Chief Justice] the Chief Justice was quoted, hopefully with some 
accuracy 

, I wrote a Letter to the Editor, which was eventually published last Friday, 23/11/18, p.20, ‘Insignia 
issue’ < https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/5999825/finally-an-immigration-cut-but-it-is-still-not-enough/ 
>.  Doubtless it was easily missed with so much more significant news hitting the headlines that day. 

I write to you to provide the hyperlinks to official information which the Canberra Times 
unfortunately did not publish.  So here they are: 

Please note that the link I gave to National Archives information in my original Letter was a bad one, 
so here are the direct links to the actual three documents granting these arms to the Federal Capital 
Commissioners: 

1 - Royal Warrant granting armorial bearings for the Federal Capital Commissioners and the City of 
Canberra https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=11427613 
[alternative - http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=11427613 ] 
 
2 - Grant of Arms by the College of Arms to the Federal Capital Commissioners for use by the Federal Capital 
Commission and the City of 
Canberra https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6974011  
[alternative - http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=6974011 ] 
 
3 - Grant of Supporters to the Arms by the College of Arms to the Federal Capital Commissioners for use by 
the Federal Capital Commission and the City of 
Canberra https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6974012 
[alternative - http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=6974012 ] 

And here is my original letter: 

What knot! 

• A crest is the bit that sits above the shield, not the whole thing. Curiously, the ACT Magistrates Court’s < 
https://citynews.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/ACT-Magistrates-Court-0836-400x266-300x200.jpg > is 
missing the gum tree! 

• Canberra’s arms relate to the whole of the ACT.  They were given to ‘the Federal Capital Commissioners and 
their successors in their corporate capacity to bear and use’ (‘City of Canberra’ is also cited with that use). 
The FCC covered the whole ACT < https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C1924A00008 > and the Royal 
grants cite the Australian legislation.  See for yourself, online <link does not work, see above later letter text> at 

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/crest-fallen-new-act-supreme-courtrooms-lack-official-insignia-20181116-p50ggz.html
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6000139/crest-fallen-new-act-supreme-courtrooms-lack-official-insignia/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6000139/crest-fallen-new-act-supreme-courtrooms-lack-official-insignia/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/finally-an-immigration-cut-but-it-is-still-not-enough-20181122-p50hrd.html
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/act/finally-an-immigration-cut-but-it-is-still-not-enough-20181122-p50hrd.html
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/5999825/finally-an-immigration-cut-but-it-is-still-not-enough/
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=11427613
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=11427613
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6974011
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=6974011
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ViewImage.aspx?B=6974012
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/scripts/AutoSearch.asp?O=I&Number=6974012
https://citynews.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/ACT-Magistrates-Court-0836-400x266-300x200.jpg
https://citynews.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/ACT-Magistrates-Court-0836-400x266-300x200.jpg
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C1924A00008
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C1924A00008
https://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/DetailsReports/SeriesDetail.aspx?series_no=CP188/1
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the National Archives of Australia, or in person when on display at the Canberra Museum and Gallery < 
http://www.cmag.com.au >.  

• The English law of arms does not apply < https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/C2004A03181 > to any 
Australian jurisdiction.  Apart from a short ACT law < https://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/1932-3/ >, there is 
no intellectual property protection for these arms. 

• The motto is not part of the grant of (English) arms (you can make it what you like, if at all).  The original latin 
phrase ‘Pro rege lege et grege’ was translated by commentators as ‘for the king, the law and the mob’.  So, the 
FCC did another translation and deliberately embedded it in the names of the principal avenues of Canberra’s 
parliamentary triangle:  King, Constitution and Commonwealth. 

• Is the Court a meeting hall for the application of mob rule?  I think not.  Visual forget-me-nots necessarily dispel 
that myth. 

• We’re overdue for a public competition for a relevant emblem of Canberra that can be protected under 
Australian law, without expensive and irrelevant deference to the College of Arms < https://www.college-of-
arms.gov.uk >. 

If you need further information about the arms, I’m happy to help as far as I can.   
[to ACT Bar Association] In any case, if any of your members are interested in this sort of thing, 
please feel free to pass on the above.  
[to ACT Supreme Court Chief Justice] In any case, I hope you find the additional information useful 
for your considerations.  

 

David Hearder 
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