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Dear Mr Maundrell, 

As you know, in the context of its inquiry into Auditor-General's Report No 7 of 2016, Certain 

Land Development Agency acquisitions, the Public Accounts Committee came into 

possession of Aquis' document A Bold Vision for Canberra', dated August 2015. 

The Committee has some questions about issues raised in that document. Assistance with 

these questions will assist the Committee in concluding its deliberations on Block 24, Section 

65, City. 

First, the Committee wishes to know how it came to be that the Proposal included 

references to a 'Relocated Parkes Way water retention pond',1 and 'Corranderk Pond', 

regarding which the Proposal states 'the Pond will be relocated to a new upstream site so 

that work may commence on the reconfiguration of Parkes Way, facilitating the delivery of 

the City to the Lake vision'.2 

In connection with this, the Committee wishes to know: 

1. What communication-on what dates and between whom-took place between 

Aquis and the ACT government which allowed Aquis to be aware ofthe 

government's plans for Corranderk Pond so that this could be included in the 

proposal? 

2. Why did Aquis wish to build the replacement storm-water pond? 

The Committee wishes to know: 

3. How it came to be that the Proposal included a request for 'appropriate 

property rights of the land known as Block 24, Section 65',3 referenced later in 

1 'A bold vision for Canberra', p.7. 
2 'A bold vision for Canberra', p.8. Plans for the pond are also referenced on p.18 of the Proposal. 
3 'A bold vision for Canberra', p.4. 



the Proposal where it states: 

Aquis will also need some assistance to ensure it has appropriate property 

rights over some adjoining land described as Block 24, Section 65 which we 

understand the Government has recently acquired.4 

In relation to this, the Committee wishes to know: 

4. What was Aquis' understanding of the ownership and possible uses of Block 24, 

Section 65, City? 

5. Why Aquis wanted property rig~ts over Block 24, Section 65? 

2 

6. On what basis Aquis expected that property rights to Block 24, Section 65 would 

be granted it by the ACT government? 

7. On what basis did Aquis believe that the ACT government owned Block 24, 

Section 65 in August 2015, when settlement for the ACT government's 

acquisition of the block occurred on 8 September 2015? 5 
. 

In connection with this, the Committee also wishes to know: 

8. What communications took place between Aquis and the ACT government, 

when and between whom, so that this could be included in the Proposal? 

If you could respond to these questions, by letter, before close of business Friday 26 October 

2018 this would assist the Committee in concluding its inquiry. Alternatively, the Committee 

could invite you to appear before the Committee and answers could be provided in that 

way. 

Yours sincerely, 

Chair 

4 'A bold vision for Canberra', p.14. 
5 See Auditor-General's Report No 7 of 2016, Certain Land Development Agency acquisitions, p.19, viewed 3 

October 2018, available at: https://www.audit.actgov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0009/1179945/Report-No.-7-

of-2016-Certain-Land-Development-Agency-Acguisitions.pdf 


