
  

 

  

    
   

  

 
L E G I S L A T I V E  A S S E M B L Y 
F O R  T H E  A U S T R A L I A N  C A P I T A L  T E R R I T O R Y 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT AND CITY SERVICES
Ms Suzanne Orr MLA (Chair), Miss Candice Burch MLA (Deputy Chair) 
Ms Tara Cheyne MLA, Ms Nicole Lawder MLA

Submission Cover Sheet

 Nature in Our City

  Submission Number: 9

Date Authorised for Publication: 8 August 2018 



SUBMISSION ON ‘NATURE IN OUR CITY’  

I write in a personal capacity though I am closely associated with two environmental 

organisations: Sustainable Population Australia (national vice-president) and Climate Action 

Monaro (president). My two main interests are population (size) and climate change. I have 

a Bachelor of Science degree in Zoology (Sydney University). While I no longer live in the 

ACT, (I was 23 years in Michelago and now reside in Cooma), I retain a strong interest in 

Canberra as a city.  

The rate of population growth in Canberra is alarming. According to the latest ABS statistics, 

the ACT grew by 7,200 (1.8%) in the year ending 30 September 2017. This is above the 

national average of 1.6% and well above the global average of 1.1%. Based on an average 

household size of 2.7 persons, it requires the building of 2667 housing units annually. This 

almost necessarily means the destruction of natural habitat though thankfully, some areas 

like Mulligans Flat have been preserved.  

While urban sprawl needs to be reined in to some extent, the alternative is densification 

which in itself is problematic in terms of retaining trees and green space. A recent study 

(reference mislaid, sorry) has found that if fauna (especially birds) is to be preserved, then 

medium density housing alongside corridors is the best option, rather than retaining big 

private back yards. Lismore City Council appears to be following this model. I also refer you 

to this Yale360 article Habitat on the Edges: Making Room for Wildlife in an Urbanized 

World. 

While populations grow, some if not all local wildlife will be pushed aside, even when 

adequate corridors are provided. If we are not to contribute to the sixth mass extinction, 

therefore, we have to preserve as much habitat as possible for other species. Thus, the only 

long-term solution is an end to population growth. While the ACT government cannot 

directly affect population growth – the federal government holding the levers for 

immigration and family policies – it could put pressure on its federal colleagues to lower 

immigration levels and remove all incentives for families to have more than two children.   

As far as climate change is concerned, maximising tree cover in the city is imperative. Shade 

from deciduous trees can reduce temperatures by up to 15 degrees C on hot days. 

Incentives must be provided to encourage home owners to plant trees in their yards and on 

nature strips. This may conflict with putting solar panels on roofs (which will mitigate 

climate change) so the right choice of trees is essential. As this article (Benefits of trees in 

cities) points out, trees not only absorb carbon dioxide, they also “clean the air, acting as 

purifiers, absorbing nitrogen oxide, ammonia, sulfur dioxide and ozone and returning 

oxygen to the atmosphere.’’ 

Jenny Goldie 

  

 

http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/3101.0
https://mulligansflat.org.au/
https://www.lismore.nsw.gov.au/cp_themes/default/page.asp?p=DOC-KKI-72-66-37
https://e360.yale.edu/features/habitat-on-the-edges-making-room-for-wildlife-in-an-urbanized-world?
https://www.activesustainability.com/construction-and-urban-development/benefits-of-trees-in-cities/
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