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Dear Select Committee on End of Life Choices in the ACT

1. Should a debilitating, painful, and allegedly terminal illness afflict me in later years,
I would want to be able to receive the best palliative care in a facility such as Clare
Holland House. As a single person, I feel particularly vulnerable about ageing alone,
should ill health overcome me. I am concerned that best practice palliative care
capable of meeting the population need in the ACT is not sufficiently funded,
especially as regards our growing and ageing population.

2. I do not wish to see voluntary assisted dying legalised in the ACT; neither do I want
to see anybody (needlessly) suffering pain, hence a call for sustained adequate
funding for best practice palliative care that meets the present and future population
needs of the ACT.

3. If voluntary assisted dying is legalised, it would contradict and undermine the
valiant community (e.g. Lifeline) and individual efforts continually invested in
trying to reach out to all others in a dark place, to give them hope for a better future.

Yours sincerely

Ms Dione Smith

PHILLIP ACT 2606
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