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This letter forms our personal subm1551on to the. Inqu1ry into the legislation you are now
con51deP1ng ,

As owners. of a ‘Mr Fluffy’ house we simply wanted to make you aware of our circumstances
and how this terrible situation has affected us. We also'want you to know that from our -
perspective there is a simple solution that, as. far as we can tell has not yet been
" considered by the. Taskforce or the Government.

Our suggestlon on the offer »
To ensure you read thls,.before we move’ onto our personal c1rcumstances, we state it here

For- home owners who have large amounts'of debt still owing. agalnst their propertles or

" renovations that are unique or particular to their life circumstances, and therefore can’t
possibly come out of the current Government offer Flnanc1a11y even or ahead, we ask the

follow1ng -

That the Government opt to .buy. the home for market value leaving the title and ownership
of the land for the- current owners. This will enable the current owners the option of
rebuilding in the same spot, using this money once the block has been remediated.

" We understand this is some way from the Government strategy of complete buy-back, but due
to circumstances beyond our control (debt and renovations particular to our lifestyle and
business) there is simply no way we can agree to -the current terms without consigning
ourselves to a llfetlme of debt that cannot be recovered.

Our circumstances '
So, to our c1rcumstances - so that the Committee mlght have some perspectlve

We currently live in' a — . Over the past few years we have
spent easily. a hundered thousand dollars undertaklng renovations on our home. This has
become our home where ourselves -and two young children live and intend to -for a very long
time. We do not want any more than what we have now. Our four bedroom house in suburban -
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with an extra large shed is our perfect abode, and we certalnly do not want to .
1ose anything that we have.

The consequence of having to move .is unfathomable. Not only do we lose our home and the
work we had done to it; We lose our community. We have thousands of dollars in woodworking
machinery in the shed and tons of irreplaceable timber that has been sourced from all
over the.-world, For us, there is no way we .can store all our equipment ‘somewhere else’.
This would be an added cost to a famlly that only just makes ends meet now. It is 51mp1y a
cost we cannot afford.

. We totally understand that the house must come down and we would never want to do anything
that could potentially harm our children. We feel bad enough for having our kids in the
house already. We never would have bought the house if we knew of this issue. Who would?

We currently still have a mortgage of around $2960800.00.  We want to keep the block we
have now and the size that it currently is, it is close to the children's schools, all
after school -activities, family, friends, also around this area. We purchased this
property years ago with our future in sight. Suddenly our future is being stolen from
underneath us. '

The simple fact is that if we had to leave the block, or buy back half of our block
because of sub-division, we would be worse off. There are no other houses to purchase in
our suburb to the same quality to what we have now. We have been looking everyday and most
houses are three bedrooms and run down and old inside - exactly the kind of house we had
BEFORE we invested in making it what it is today. We are being punished by the government
for improving our house, supporting local businesses in- doing our <improvements and working
extra hours to try and pay off our mortgage early. The government is literally leaving us
in more debt, w1th no home and no vision for our future. '

We cannot afford to be out of pocket to the extent the current offer would have us. We
believe. the government should replace exactly what we have now and we should be no worse
off. Understanding this is unlikely to happen. We believe the Government should give us
the market value for the house only,.not the land. We should be able to keep OUR full
block of land which is only 886m - the government then .pays to remove our Mr .Fluffy house
and we can build a new house with the money we received for the market value of - -our old
house. This way we can keep the external shed we just put up and be able to keep our
business going. This would work out cheaper for the government and give us some hope for
our future and our children’s future.

As it is now, if we go with the governments offer, we will lose our block. It will get

- split in half, which will be tiny, and we would be offered to buy back half a block or our
full block at double the price! .

This wasn’t our intent years ago. How dare the government dec1de what we want. This will

result in being hundreds of thousands of dollars out of pocket AND having no room to put

our shed for our business, or for the kids to play.

The cumulative effect of the situation

One further thing that we need to stress to the Committee is that our response to the Mr
Fluffy situation isn’t an. isolated event. We don’t think the Government understands how
there are a range of financial and personal decisions that this situation affects.

We aren’t a family in Forest with their mortgage paid off years ago and extra money for
legal fees. We are a gardener and a constructon worker and loving. Mum and Dad in

working hard seven days a week to get nice things for our kids. We have worked so hard to
be where we are today, knowing we didn’t want to be 65years old with a mortgage. 7-days a
week of work - time away from our children, and the government wants to drag everything
from underneath us.

We believe that we should not be any worse off financially through no fault of our oun.
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We have brodght our babies into this‘mess and potentially harmed their health.

We are obviously quite stressed about this situation. We wonder how we
will be able to .afford a deposit for a house, let alone a mortgage. How
do we afford a rental property when we will still be paying a mortgage
for something we don’t even own anymore. Do we drag our kids out of
their out of school activities? Do we now attend the schools breakfast
club because everyday bills will now be a burden?

We are just so sad and devastated as we have both worked so hard, all
for it to be taken away from us, due to no fault of our own.

We are honestly out of our depth with this situation and feel that the
Government is taking advantage of this and trying to fcon’ us into a
decision that we shouldn’t have to make.

We know this is a difficult situation - made worse by the Federal
Government not meeting its responsibilities and turning its back on all
of us, but we really need the Committee to highlight that one size
doesn’t fit all -~ and we need some flex1b111ty in this situation from
the Taskforce and. the Government.

We just want a fair outcome.
Regards. -

_ Hourigan
25'November 2014




