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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND

INFRASTRUCTURE

On 27 March 1992 (at the commencement of the Second
Assembly) the Legislative Assembly established a Standing
Committee on Planning, Development and Infrastructure to
inquire into and report on matters referred to it by the
Assembly or matters that are considered by the committee to
be of concern to the community relating to planning, land
management, transport, economic development, commercial
development, industrial and residential development,
infrastructure and capital works, science and technology.

The Assembly also authorised the Committee to send its
report to the Speaker, or in the absence of the Speaker, to the
Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its
printing and circulation, if the Assembly is not sitting when
the Committee completes consideration of a report on draft
Plan variations referred pursuant to Section 25 of the Land
(Planning and Environment) Act 1991 or draft Plans of
Management referred pursuant to Section 204 of the Land
(Planning and Environment) Act 1991.
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Background

Sections 25 and 26 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 require the
Executive to refer draft Variations to the Territory Plan to an appropriate committee
of the Legislative Assembly for report, and for the Executive to then have regard to
the committee's recommendations before approving any Variation. The Standing
Committee on Planning, Development and Infrastructure is the appropriate committee
to consider such draft Variations.

On 3 May 1994 the Minister for the Environment, Land and Planning, Mr Bill Wood
MLA, referred the draft Variation and background papers relating to the draft
Variation for Griffith Section 18 Block 4 (Eastern Suburbs Rugby Union Club) to the
Committee. The Variation proposes to vary the existing land use policy to remove
the restaurant restriction from that Block.

Consideration by the Committee

The Committee considered the draft Variation at its meeting on Friday 6 May 1994.
The Committee was briefed on the draft Variation by staff of the ACT Planning
Authority and the Lease Administration Branch of the Department of the
Environment, Land and Planning. Also, the Committee was addressed by the
proponent (Mr H Haralambous, Director, Rawlinsons Construction and Management
Consultants) and two objectors (Mr Parker, representing the owners of apartments in
Manuka Park Apartments; and Mr P Riboust, representing the National Trust of
Australia (ACT)).

Recommendation

The Committee endorses the Variation to the Territory Plan for Griffith Section 18
Block 4 (Eastern Suburbs Rugby Union Club) with one change to the Implementation
Guidelines listed in the draft Variation, namely, that the second last Implementation
Guideline be altered to read: 'All areas not covered by buildings shall be landscaped
with mature landscaping as an integral part of the overall development to the
satisfaction of the relevant authorities' (words added by the Committee in italics).

This change reflects the Committee's view that some Canberra streetscapes and
development sites have suffered from planting immature specimens that are not able
to thrive, thus in effect negating the purpose of their planting.

Further, the Committee recommends that the Department of Urban Services review
the traffic and parking arrangements once the project is completed, including
considering (if necessary) the placement of 'No Parking' signs on the southern side of
Oxley Street adjacent to the entrance to the McDonald's restaurant.

Postscript

The Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 requires the ACT Executive to have
regard to the recommendations of the Standing Committee on Planning, Development
and Infrastructure before approving any draft Variation to the Territory Plan.






A Variation, together with the background papers and other documents, must be
tabled in the Legislative Assembly within five sitting days of approval by the
Executive. A further five sitting days is then provided for any Member of the
Assembly to move that the Variation be rejected in whole or in part. Any such
motion must be dealt with by the Assembly within five sitting days.

If a Variation is not rejected by the Assembly, the ACT Planning Authority will
publish a notice in the Gazette specifying the date of commencement of the Variation.
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Chairman
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