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Resolution of appointment of the Standing Committee on Planning and 
Environment:  
 
[that] a Standing Committee on Planning and Environment [be established] to 
examine matters related to planning, land management, transport, commercial 
development, industrial and residential development, infrastructure and capital 
works, science and technology, the environment, conservation, heritage, energy 
and resources... 
 
[And that the committee] inquire into and report on matters referred to [it] by 
the Assembly or matters that are considered by the committee to be of concern 
to the community. 
 
[Further, that] if the Assembly is not sitting when the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment has completed consideration of a report on draft 
Plan variations referred pursuant to Section 25 of the Land (Planning and 
Environment) Act 1991 or draft Plans of Management referred pursuant to 
Section 203 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991, the Committee 
may send its report to the Speaker or, in the absence of the Speaker, to the 
Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its printing and 
circulation. 
 
 
Minutes of Proceedings (Third Assembly) No.1 Thursday 9 March 1995, 
amended 22 June 1995 
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Background 

1. Sections 25 and 26 of the Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 require the 
Executive to refer draft Variations to the Territory Plan to an appropriate committee of the 
Legislative Assembly for report, and for the Executive to then have regard to the committee's 
recommendations before approving any Variation.  The Standing Committee on Planning and 
Environment is the appropriate committee to consider such draft Variations. 
 
2. In early July 1997 the Minister for the Environment, Land and Planning, Mr Gary 
Humphries MLA, referred to this committee the draft Variation and background papers 
relating to a draft Variation to the Territory Plan No.76: ‘Residential Land Use Policies - Area 
Specific Policy: Palmerston Section 142 Blocks 7&8 and Section 143 Blocks 8&9’. 

The draft Variation 

3. The draft Variation proposes to vary the Residential Land Use Policies in the 
Territory Plan Map and Written Statement to provide for the development of five dwellings 
for aged persons on Section 142 Blocks 7&8 and five dwellings for aged persons on Section 
143 Blocks 8&9 of Palmerston. 

Consideration by the committee 

4. On 4 July 1997 the committee considered the draft Variation in private session.  It 
resolved to endorse the proposal. 

Recommendation 

5. The committee endorses the draft Variation to the Territory Plan No.76: ‘Residential 
Land Use Policies - Area Specific Policy: Palmerston Section 142 Blocks 7&8 and Section 
143 Blocks 8&9’.   

Postscript 

6. The Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 requires the A.C.T. Executive to 
have regard to any recommendation contained in a report of an appropriate committee of the 
Legislative Assembly before approving a draft Variation to the Territory Plan.  If it does 
approve a draft Variation following the committee’s report, the Executive must table its 
decision within five sitting days of approval. 
 
7. A further five sitting days is then provided for any Member of the Assembly to move 
that the Variation be rejected in whole or in part.  Any such motion must be dealt with by the 
Assembly within five sitting days. 
 
8. If a Variation is not rejected by the Assembly, the A.C.T. Planning Authority (now 
the Planning & Land Management Group of the Department of Urban Services) will publish a 
notice in the Gazette specifying the date of commencement of the Variation. 
 
 
 
 
Roberta McRae MLA  
Deputy Chair - 5 July 1997 
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