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From: Rosie - Internode

To: committees@parliament.act.gov.au
Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2009 4:56 PM

Subject: School closures

The Standing Committee on Education, Training and Youth Affairs

Further to my written submission which has already been acknowledged |- would like to reiterate that the
process through which the primary schoot at Flynn was closed was flawed and extremely shocking. Even if
restructuring of education provision in the ACT was deemed necessary the contempt with which the Flynn
community was treated was inexcusable. That communities have seen their local schools closed or radically
altered without meaningful consultation smacks of dictatorship and political arrogance. That the Flynn
community had to assemble large sums of money before there was even a hope of information being
released by the ACT Government shows that the Government and its officers had an inadequate
understanding of 'community' and the role of democracy in elected governments.

The buildings which were home to Flynn Primary School students over several decades should be retained
for community use. The buildings should be utilised to satisfy the local need for additional child-care places
and headquarters/facilities for a range of community groups if Governments persist in their ignoring of the
need for a primary school in the suburb. The building has heritage significance and local people do not want
to see it fall into further disrepair through neglect and prevarication by the authorities.

Rosemary Blemings, resident and parent of two Flynn students (1979---)

28/04/2009
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Rosemary Blemings
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From: "Rosemary Blemings" <roseble@tpg.com.au> e
To: <parr@act.gov.au> T2 0y,
Sent: Thursday, 22 June 2006 5:41 PM e ‘,:-;\-a._\

" Subject: SCHOOLS CLOSURES PROPOSALS

The ACT Minister for Education

&, AST LR K,
Mg o

I would question whether it is ethical to try to achieve economies of scale through the changing of th ed!@'é‘t@r? :

patterns and lifestyles of children & students through school closures. Changing service delivery methods s likely

to cause stresses which will increase the cost of other services such as health programs. '

I have several points | wish to bring to your attention:

Has any independent research been conducted to show that students who graduate from larger campus-schools
are better fitted for life, secondary education challenges and pleasanter people than those who have had the
benefit of studying in a smaller school?

Current children & students spend far less of their time being in the presence of adults who have the skills to
mentor & appropriately guide them. The reduction of class sizes over recent years is highly commendable.
Additionally the presence of teachers' assistants in many classrooms is highly desirable. Both measures suitably
increase the contact children have with positively influential adults. | would suggest that if children are moved to
larger schools there would be considerable negation of these applaudable trends: they would feel swamped

by the sheers numbers present on campus.

Many of the proposed-closure schools are in suburbs that are in the process of urban renewal. Younger families
are moving in. It would seem that the natural & actual demographics of such processes have not been adequately
researched using up-to-date figures or statistics from real estate companies.

The fallacy of seeing ‘empty classrooms' as being unused has been noticed during other 'school closure'
proposals. Rooms are used differently for excellent outcomes that are not readily counted like rows of desks.

It is distressing, to the point of contributing to the exit of experienced teachers from the system, to continually see
governments avoiding consulting with or listening-to grass-roots teachers before making decisions. Costly
batteries of tests to gather data & statistics have been instituted in recent years. Teachers who work with children
& students are aware of & report individuals' needs long before such tests reveal 'outcomes’'.

| believe one of the 'selling-points' of the proposals is that millions of dollars are to be spent on IT. Is there an
- educational basis for placing even more emphasis on 'screens’ in this way. Surely this proposal indicates that
machines are more important than well-trained teachers?

The timeline of the closures proposals is insulting. Schools have not been told why they are targeted for closure.
There should be at least a year after submissions are.required before any closures take effect. Parents &
students do not need the end-of-year-uncertainty your proposals have generated. In our (Flynn) area there would
not be enough places for educational refugees to move to given the number of proposed closes/changes around
this area.

The ACT Government makes much of 'building community' & stages much vaunted events to this effect. The first
community & one that bonds & lasts is that surrounding local schools. People need each other locally & need
local spaces (especially in the unique 'Bush capital'). To have school ovals targetted for development destroys
these amenities & essentials. We are asked to walk for our health & not to contribute to greenhouse gases by
using cars. Removing neighbourhood schools shows Government policies to be hypocritical.

Has the Government done any surveys to establish why parents move their children to private schools?

Rosemary Blemings
3 Wyles Place

Flynn Aot 26is
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