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2004-2005 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 17 

WEDNESDAY, 4 MAY 2005 

The Assembly meets this day at 10.30 a.m. 

___________________________________ 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 1 OFFICE OF FAIR TRADING: Resumption of debate (from 6 April 2005) on the 
motion of Ms MacDonald—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

(a) the Office of Fair Trading continues to enhance its activities to the 
benefit of the ACT community; 

(b) successful prosecutions have been undertaken of traders in the fitness, 
real estate, motor vehicle and credit provider industries that have acted 
against the interests of consumers; and 

(c) a wide ranging licensing and enforcement regime has maintained a high 
level of professionalism amongst businesses and has resulted in 
increased protection to ACT consumers; and 

(2) recognises the achievements of the Office of Fair Trading and acknowledges 
the important contribution made by the Office to the well-being of the 
Canberra community. 

Notices 

 *1 MR SESELJA: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the importance of the revitalisation of the City Hill and the Canberra 
City Centre; 

* Notifications to which an asterisk (*) is prefixed appear for the first time 
 

www.parliament.act.gov.au/assembly/notices.asp 
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(2) recognises the contribution of the National Capital Authority through the 
“Griffin Legacy”; 

(3) notes the importance of giving the Canberra community adequate opportunity 
to contribute to debate on the issue; and 

(4) calls on the Minister for Planning to consider all options with a view to the 
best outcomes being delivered for the City Hill / Canberra City area. (Notice 
given 3 May 2005). 

 *2 DR FOSKEY: To move—That the Minister for Disability, Housing and 
Community Services reconvene the Affordable Housing Taskforce with the 
following terms of reference: 

(1) review progress in improving housing affordability since the Taskforce report 
Strategies for Action was tabled in 2002; 

(2) review recent developments and initiatives to increase housing affordability 
in Australia and overseas, and assess their appropriateness in the ACT 
context; 

(3) provide advice to the Government on the implementation of strategies 
outlined in that report; 

(4) oversee the development of a long-term Affordable Housing Strategy for the 
ACT; and 

(5) provide ongoing advice to the Government on housing affordability in the 
ACT and the effectiveness of strategies and actions implemented by the 
Government. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 

 *3 MR PRATT: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the general untidiness and shabby third world country look of the city as 
a consequence of the proliferation of graffiti across suburbia and 
through the city and town centres; 

(b) this shabby image is having a profound impact on how people generally 
are feeling about their city, including a feeling of declining safety; 

(c) that graffiti is encouraging an erosion of pride in the look of our city 
and consequently encouraging further vandalism; 

(d) the threat to tourism and the development of business caused by the 
impact of graffiti and related vandalism; and 

(e) the Government’s failure to significantly reduce graffiti, including its 
failure to implement serious policies aimed at preventing graffiti, 
protecting government and private property and prosecuting graffiti 
offenders; and 

(2) calls on the Government to take immediate action aimed at: 

(a) strengthening policies to seriously tackle graffiti prevention; 

(b) providing additional support to owners of private property repeatedly 
afflicted by graffiti; 
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(c) prosecuting graffiti offenders and strengthening rehabilitation; and 

(d) restoring a sense of pride in the community. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 

 *4 MS PORTER: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises the importance to the ACT community of maintaining accessibility 
to Medicare funded treatments and services based on objective merit rather 
than subjective value judgements; 

(2) notes the negative implications associated with restricting Medicare 
subsidisation for In Vitro Fertilisation (IVF) treatments on an arbitrary basis; 
and 

(3) affirms its commitment to accessible and affordable health services for all 
ACT residents, including the provision of IVF, at the discretion of the 
individual, in consultation with their medical practitioner. (Notice given 
3 May 2005). 

 5 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the Government’s: 

(a) commitment to the future of Canberra through the introduction of the 
Canberra Plan; and 

(b) progress with implementation of the Plan; and 

(2) commends the Government for its demonstrated commitment to the future of 
Canberra. (Notice given 17 February 2005). 

 6 MR STEFANIAK: To move—That this Assembly calls on the Government to 
improve the infrastructure and services in the West Belconnen area. (Notice given 
7 December 2004). 

 7 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes recommendation 9 of Report No 34 of the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment entitled Long-term planning for the provision of 
land for aged care facilities in the A.C.T.; and 

(2) directs the Planning and Land Authority to immediately commence a 
variation to the Territory plan to remove the residential overlay for the 
community land at section 87, Belconnen. (Notice given 7 December 2004). 

 8 MR SESELJA: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) recognises that significant problems exist with the current ACT planning 
regime; 

(2) calls on the Planning Minister to introduce amendments to the current 
approvals process that provide transparency, openness and certainty for all 
parties involved; 

(3) condemns the Planning Minister for the failure of his reforms during his first 
term in office; and 

(4) calls on the Chief Minister to remove the Planning Minister from his position 
immediately so that the portfolio can be correctly managed. (Notice given 15 
March 2005). 
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 9 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) reasserts the importance to the City of Canberra of the Friendship 
Relationship with the District of Dili, and in the spirit of mutual respect and 
cooperation with the people of Timor Leste; 

(2) notes the progress made in talks between the Australian Government and the 
Government of Timor Leste over maritime boundaries and Timor Sea 
resources last week; 

(3) recognises: 

(a) that the development of Timor Sea resources has the potential to 
contribute significantly to Timor Leste’s development and economic 
self-sufficiency; 

(b) that industrial development will provide an economic future for Timor 
Leste, guaranteeing skills and income for the nation's people; and 

(c) the importance of sovereignty to Timor Leste in the negotiation of a 
permanent maritime boundary, and 

(4) urges the Australian Government to conduct ongoing negotiations in good 
faith, and to consider the economic and political sovereignty of Timor Leste 
as of paramount concern during negotiations.(Notice given 16 March 2005). 

 *10 DR FOSKEY: To move—That the current Assembly formally adopt or agree to 
the 20 recommendations of the 8th report of the Standing Committee on Health 
entitled ‘A pregnant pause: the future of maternity services  in the ACT’ that was 
tabled in the last Assembly on 5 May 2004. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 

 *11 MS MACDONALD: To move—That this Assembly acknowledges that: 

(1) cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in Australia, responsible 
for more than 1 in 3 deaths; 

(2) the effects and treatment of cardiovascular disease cost the community 
millions of dollars every year; 

(3) poor nutrition, lack of exercise and smoking all increase the risk of 
cardiovascular disease; 

(4) the important role events, such as Heart Week, play in raising awareness 
about cardiovascular disease and promoting healthy living; 

(5) the valuable work the ACT Division of the Heart Foundation does to raise 
awareness and reduce incidences of cardiovascular disease in the ACT 
community; 

(6) initiatives such as Promoting Healthy Students, College Health Coordinators 
and the Kids at Play program will lead to a healthier ACT adult community in 
the future; 

(7) ACT Health’s “Eat Well ACT: A Public Health Nutrition Plan 2004-2010” 
provides a strategy to improve the dietary health of all Canberrans; and 

(8) the important work Healthpact does in the area of health promotion, 
particularly through events such as the Healthpact Australian Master Games 
and the Health Promotion Awards. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 
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Orders of the day—continued 

 2 ANIMAL LEGISLATION (PENALTIES) AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr 
Stefaniak) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 February 
2005—Ms Gallagher).  

 3 AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL ON HEALTHCARE STANDARDS 
ACCREDITATION—THE CANBERRA HOSPITAL: Resumption of debate 
(from 16 February 2005—Dr Foskey, in continuation) on the motion of Mr 
Smyth—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the failure of The Canberra Hospital to attain full four-year 
accreditation from the Australian Council on Healthcare Standards 
(ACHS); 

(b) this failure indicates that The Canberra Hospital did not meet at least 
one of the 19 mandatory ACHS criteria; and 

(c) the ACT Government was aware of this failure in mid-2004 and 
concealed this information from the public; and 

(2) calls on the Government to table the full ACHS report by close of business 
today. 

 4 PUBLIC SECTOR MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Smyth) 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 16 March 2005—Mr 
Stanhope).  

 5 CRIMES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Mr Pratt) Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 6 April 2005—Mr Stanhope).  

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 1 UNIT TITLES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Planning): Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 10 March 2005—Mr Seselja). 

 2 RESIDENTIAL TENANCIES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): 
Detail stage—Clause 1—Resumption of debate (from 15 March 2005—Dr Foskey). 

 3 INSURANCE AUTHORITY BILL 2005: (Treasurer): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Mulcahy). 

 4 LONG SERVICE LEAVE AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Industrial 
Relations): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 10 March 2005—
Mr Smyth). 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16012/current/pdf/db_16012.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16326/current/pdf/db_16326.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16434/current/pdf/db_16434.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16232/current/pdf/db_16232.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16003/current/pdf/db_16003.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16323/current/pdf/db_16323.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16230/current/pdf/db_16230.pdf


258 No. 17—4 May 2005 

 5 HEALTH LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister for Health): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 April 2005—Mr Smyth). 

 *6 APPROPRIATION BILL 2005-2006: (Treasurer): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 3 May 2005—Mr Smyth). 

 7 FAIR WORK CONTRACTS BILL 2004: (Minister for Industrial Relations): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 9 December 2004—Mr 
Mulcahy). 

 8 CEMETERIES AND CREMATORIA AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Minister 
for Urban Services): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 15 
March 2005—Mr Pratt). 

 9 TREE PROTECTION BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 17 March 2005—Mrs Dunne). 

 10 CRIMES (CHILD SEX OFFENDERS) BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 April 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 11 CRIMES (SENTENCING) BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 April 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 12 HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION BILL 2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement 
in principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 April 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 13 HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 
2005: (Attorney-General): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 
April 2005—Mr Stefaniak). 

 14 PEST PLANTS AND ANIMALS BILL 2005: (Minister for the Environment): 
Resumption of debate (from 3 May 2005—Mrs Dunne in continuation) on the 
motion of Mrs Dunne—That the Bill be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Planning and Environment. 

 *15 RATES AMENDMENT BILL 2005: (Treasurer): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 3 May 2005—Mr Mulcahy). 

 16 GAMING MACHINE ACT—COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY 
GAMING MACHINE LICENSEES—SEVENTH REPORT—ACT 
GAMBLING AND RACING COMMISSION—PAPER—MOTION TO 
TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 7 December 2004—
Mr Stefaniak) on the motion of Mr Quinlan—That the Assembly takes note of the 
paper. 

 17 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16453/current/pdf/db_16453.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_15195/current/pdf/db_15195.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16310/current/pdf/db_16310.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16328/current/pdf/db_16328.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16459/current/pdf/db_16459.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16462/current/pdf/db_16462.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16458/current/pdf/db_16458.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16455/current/pdf/db_16455.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16455/current/pdf/db_16455.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_16321/current/pdf/db_16321.pdf
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 18 PORTFOLIO RESPONSIBILITIES—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
9 December 2004—Mrs Burke) on the motion of Mr Hargreaves—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 19 THE TERRITORY AS PARENT—REVIEW OF THE SAFETY OF 
CHILDREN IN THE CARE OF THE ACT AND OF ACT CHILD 
PROTECTION MANAGEMENT AND THE TERRITORY’S CHILDREN—
ENSURING SAFETY AND QUALITY CARE FOR CHILDREN AND 
YOUNG PEOPLE—REPORT ON THE AUDIT AND CASE REVIEW—
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSE—FIRST SIX 
MONTHLY REPORTS—PAPERS—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF 
PAPERS: Resumption of debate (from 17 February 2005—Mrs Dunne) on the 
motion of Ms Gallagher—That the Assembly takes note of the papers. 

 20 A.C.T. ASBESTOS TASKFORCE—PROGRESS—MINISTERIAL 
STATEMENT—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of 
debate (from 17 March 2005—Mr Mulcahy) on the motion of Ms Gallagher—That 
the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

___________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Notice 

 *1 MR GENTLEMAN: To move—That: 

(1) a Select Committee on Working Families in the Australian Capital Territory 
be appointed to examine the effect on working families in relation to health 
costs, effects of industrial relations changes, adjustments by the 
Commonwealth Grants Commission and the allocation of funds by the 
Commonwealth, impacts on current or potential ACT legislation by the 
Commonwealth and any other related matter; 

(2) the Committee be composed of: 

(a) two members to be nominated by the Government; and 

(b) one member to be nominated by the Opposition; 

to be notified in writing to the Speaker within four hours after the passing of 
this resolution; 

(3) the Committee report by the first sitting day in August 2006 and that the 
Committee also provide interim reports on its progress; and 

(4) the foregoing provisions of this resolution so far as they are inconsistent with 
the standing orders have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the 
standing orders. (Notice given 3 May 2005). 
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Order of the day 

___________________________________ 

21 June 2005 

 1 ESTIMATES 2005-2006—SELECT COMMITTEE: Presentation of report on 
Appropriation Bill 2005-2006 pursuant to order of the Assembly of 7 April 2005. 

______________________________ 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

Unanswered questions 

71, 73, 74, 81, 229, 259, 266, 267, 283, 319, 321-325, 329-333, 344, 345, 347, 
348, 350-354, 362, 367-370, 372, 374, 376, 377, 379-383. 

New questions 

(30 days expires 3 June 2005) 

 *384 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What is the current width of each of the traffic lanes travelling in both 

directions along the entire length Northbourne Avenue; 
 (2) Are these lanes now wide enough, since the introduction of on-road cycle 

lanes, to accommodate all emergency services vehicles, including fire 
tankers, that need to travel along this major road; if not, why not; 

 (3) What is the width of ACT fire brigade tankers; 
 (4) Are there any other main roads in the ACT that, since the installation of on-

road cycle lanes, have had their widths reduced to the extent that they are 
narrower than emergency services vehicles; if so, which roads and what is the 
lane width of those roads. 

 *385 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Urban Services— 
 (1) What structural problems were recently revealed by a routine maintenance 

check on Tharwa Bridge; 
 (2) What are the safety concerns in relation to these structural problems; 
 (3) When will repairs be completed and when will the bridge be re-opened for 

general use; 
 (4) How much will these repairs cost; 
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 (5) If the bridge is not repairable, why not; 
 (6) Will a new bridge need to be constructed to replace the existing bridge. 

 *386 MR PRATT: To ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services— 
 (1) Further to an article in The Canberra Times, pages 32-33 on 27 March 2005 

entitled “Out on the beat with the territory’s top cops”, why are lone police 
officers given responsibility for arresting drink drivers and other offenders, 
when it would not be deemed appropriate for lone officers to be doing so 
without backup present; 

 (2) Why are lone officers being sent out on patrol to conduct apprehensions and 
arrests; 

 (3) Are police numbers sufficient to ensure that two or more officers per vehicle 
are on patrol at any one time; if so, why on the occasion referred to in the 
article was a lone officer undertaking arrests; 

 (4) How many police patrol car shifts on average are manned only by a lone 
police officer. 

 *387 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Further to Issue 7 Autumn 2005 of the newsletter of Disability ACT, 
Community Partners in Disability, which has an article headed Overseas 
experience—Early intervention: ACT on track for success, is there a service 
in the ACT that provides long-term integrated education and residential care 
for children with an autism spectrum disorder (ASD); 

 (2) How many parents in the ACT requested long-term integrated education and 
residential care, comparable to services that Sunfield residential school 
provides, for children with ASD; 

 (3) How many children with ASD from the ACT currently receive long-term 
integrated education and residential care that is comparable to services that 
Sunfield residential school provides; 

 (4) What services in the ACT provide a staff student ratio for children with ASD 
like that provided by Sunfield residential school which provides 3¾ staff one 
child in care 24 hours a day, seven days a week; 

 (5) Further to Sunfield’s use of the Treatment and Education of Autistic Children 
and related Communication Handicapped Children (TEACCH) discipline, (a) 
which ACT government services for children with ASD adhere to the 
TEACCH discipline, (b) how much TEACCH treatment is provided for 
children with autism in the ACT and (c) how many Therapy ACT staff have 
specific training in TEACCH and what form does that training take; 

 (6) Further to Sunfield’s conduct of research, (a) which ACT Government 
services have published in peer reviewed research outcomes and (b) what are 
those publications; 

 (7) Further to Sunfield residential school’s 300 staff providing exclusively 
specialised services for students with ASD, which ACT Government services 
have staff who provide exclusively specialised services for students with 
ASD; 
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 (8) Further to Professor Hilton Davis’s Parent-Advisor Model and that the 
Department of Disability, Housing and Community Services (DHCS) will be 
implementing this approach and several recognised experts in ASD treatment 
have published research reviews in the last decade, (a) which of those reviews 
recommended Davis’s Parent-Advisor Model, (b) which reviews mentioned 
Davis’s Parent-Advisor Model and (c) how many Therapy ACT staff have 
specific training in Davis’s Parent-Advisor Model and what form does that 
training take; 

 (9) Does the article imply that “a lot of the work around autism in the ACT is 
evidence-based” and numerous reviews published by recognised experts, over 
the last decade or so, consistently say that autism-specific Applied Behaviour 
Analysis (ABA) or Intensive Behavioural Intervention (IBI) has the strongest, 
the best or the only empirical evidence available; if so, (a) how much autism-
specific ABA or IBI treatment does DHCS provide for children with autism 
and (b) what proportion of treatment for autism provided by the ACT 
Government is autism-specific ABA or IBI. 

 *388 MRS BURKE: To ask the Minister for Disability, Housing and Community 
Services— 

 (1) Further to the reply to question on notice No 287, when will the client 
satisfaction survey be finalised that will provide a comparative measure 
against the last survey conducted in 2002; 

 (2) From where will copies of the report be able to be obtained. 
 
 
 

 T Duncan 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 
 

___________________________________ 

COMMITTEES 

Unless otherwise shown, appointed for the life of the Sixth Assembly.  The dates of the 
amendments to the committees’ resolution of appointment are reflected, but not changes in the 

membership. 

Standing 

Pursuant to standing order 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE: (Formed 4 November 2004): The Speaker 
(Presiding Member), Mrs Dunne, Dr Foskey, Ms MacDonald. 

http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/committees/committees.asp?action=showcommittee&committee=52&session={28%2F04%2F2005+4%3A42%3A43+PM}
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Pursuant to resolution 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND YOUNG PEOPLE: (Formed 7 December 2004): Ms 
Porter (Chair), Mrs Dunne, Mr Gentleman. 

HEALTH AND DISABILITY: (Formed 7 December 2004): Ms MacDonald (Chair), Mrs 
Burke, Ms Porter. 

LEGAL AFFAIRS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Stefaniak (Chair), Dr Foskey, Ms 
MacDonald. 

PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENT: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Gentleman (Chair), 
Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (Formed 7 December 2004): Mr Mulcahy (Chair), Dr Foskey, 
Ms MacDonald. 

Select 

ESTIMATES 2005-2006: (Formed 7 April 2005): Ms MacDonald (Chair), Dr Foskey, Mr 
Mulcahy, Ms Porter, Mr Seselja. 

 

_________________ 
 

http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/committees/committees.asp?action=showcommittee&committee=53&session={28%2F04%2F2005+4%3A43%3A27+PM}
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/committees/committees.asp?action=showcommittee&committee=54&session={28%2F04%2F2005+4%3A43%3A27+PM}
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/committees/committees.asp?action=showcommittee&committee=51&session={28%2F04%2F2005+4%3A43%3A27+PM}
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/committees/committees.asp?action=showcommittee&committee=55&session={28%2F04%2F2005+4%3A43%3A27+PM}
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/committees/committees.asp?action=showcommittee&committee=56&session={28%2F04%2F2005+4%3A43%3A27+PM}
http://www.parliament.act.gov.au/committees/committees.asp?action=showcommittee&committee=57&session={28%2F04%2F2005+4%3A44%3A46+PM}

