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Protecting Canberra's unique environment – 
Expanding the Healthy Waterways project (EPSDD 
C02) 

Empty Cell 2023-24 
$’000 

2024-25 
$’000 

2025-26 
$’000 

2026-27 
$’000 

Total 
$’000 

Capital 2,683 0 0 0 2,683 
Net Capital 2,683 0 0 0 2,683 
Depreciation 0 90 90 90 270 
Expenses 1,721 2,040 783 945 5,489 
Offset – Expenses 0 0 -117 -226 -343
Net cost of services 1,721 2,130 756 809 5,416 

Key Projects to be progressed: 
• Kambah curb rediversion (a test curb will commenced the week of 3 June 2023)
• Tuggeranong Creek Naturalisation @ Calwell (machinery and fences commenced on-

site on Monday 10 July 2023)
• Higgins raingarden
• Belconnen Oval wetland

Projects to be shovel ready 
• Kambah oval stormwater recycling (Boddington Cres.)
• Wanniassa stormwater recycling
• Richardson Tuggeranong creek upper catchment naturalisation (Tuggeranong

homestead)
• Isabella Plains roadside drain naturalisation
• Fadden two mini-raingardens

Context 
The Government will continue the Healthy Waterways project to improve waterway health 
and water quality in the ACT. The project aims to reduce nutrient loads and algal blooms in 
urban lakes and ponds and promote healthy rural catchments by addressing the smothering 
of rural riverbeds with sand deposits. The initiative includes the construction of a wetland in 
Belconnen Oval and the development of a plan for managing water quality in the Lake 
Burley Griffin catchment. It will facilitate ongoing water modelling, monitoring, research and 
indigenous engagement to evaluate the effectiveness of interventions and support the 
development of catchment plans. It will continue to develop programs to promote practices 
that reduce the pollution of urban waterways. It also includes operations and maintenance 
funding for a dozen wetlands built since 2021 as part of the Healthy Waterways project. 

This initiative builds on recent Government actions in this area including the initial Healthy 
Waterways Project (2014-2021), the 2020-21 Budget initiatives Clean Catchments, Clean 
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Waterways and the 2021-22 Budget Review initiative Protecting Canberra’s unique 
environment – Further Expanding Healthy Waterways.  

This initiative contributes to the wellbeing domains of Environment and climate and Health. 

 

Parliamentary and Governing Agreement (PaGA) alignment 

Appendix 4 - 17.9 Expand the Healthy Waterways program ($30 M over 4 years) 

Key deliverables and timetable  

Task Responsible Timing 

IMMEDIATE 

 

Construction planning and delivery will continue 
for wetland in Belconnen Oval and a small 
raingarden in the Bevan St Park, Higgins. 

Office of 
Water/Healthy 

Waterways 

Starting in 
July 2023 

The effectiveness of the autumn 2023 Leaf 
Collective will be evaluated. 

Office of 
Water/Healthy 

Waterways 

By October 
2023 

SHORT-TERM 

 

Construction of a wetland in Belconnen Oval and a 
small raingarden in the Bevan St Park, Higgins 

Office of 
Water/Healthy 

Waterways 

Starting in 
July 2023 

Ongoing water modelling, monitoring, research 
and indigenous engagement to evaluate the 
effectiveness of options to improve water quality 
and support the development of catchment plans 

Office of 
Water/Healthy 

Waterways 

Starting in 
July 2023 

MEDIUM and LONG-TERM 

 

A catchment plan for managing water quality in 
Lake Burley Griffin will be developed. 

Office of 
Water/Healthy 

Waterways 
March 2025 

Ongoing development of an evidence base on the 
effectiveness of Government investments on how 
our urban lakes and other waterways function 
allows us to identify the most cost effective ways 
to solve water quality problems. 

Office of 
Water/Water 
Information 

Services  

From July 
2023  

Operation and maintenance funding for a dozen 
wetlands built since 2021 as part of the Healthy 
Waterways project, so the wetlands continue to 
improve water quality as designed throughout 
their lifecycle. 

Office of Water & 
TCCS/Roads ACT 

From 
January 

2024 
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Previous Funding Provided / Project development details  

$20.750 million investment from previous initiatives under this term of government. 

This includes: 

• 2020-21 Budget – Clean Catchment, Clean waterways $1.538 million 
• 2021-22 Budget - Protecting Canberra's unique environment - Expanding Healthy Waterways 

$5.030 million 
• 2021-22 Budget Review - Protecting Canberra’s unique environment – Further Expanding 

Healthy Waterways $14.182 million 
• In addition to the above, other programs such as Lake Tuggeranong were announced by the 

previous government.  
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Portfolio: Water, Energy and Emissions Reduction 

Water Quality (ChiP Results)  
General 

• Water quality is dependent on the condition of the catchments and levels of nutrient 
or other pollutants in those catchments. 

• All Canberrans, including the government, business, community and individual have a 
responsibility to help improve the quality of ACT’s stormwater by keeping rubbish, 
leaves and fertilizer out of drains and waterways. 

• The Healthy Waterways Program and water governance reforms are key elements of 
the government’s strategy to improve the health of our lakes and waterways. 

• $14 million was committed by the ACT Government in April 2022 to expand the 
Healthy Waterways initiative. This investment will deliver catchment planning and the 
construction of new water quality assets to target the sources of pollution entering 
our lakes and ponds.  

• The Catchment Health Indicator Program report known as the ChiP report helps the 
government monitor the health of rivers in the Upper Murrumbidgee. 

ChiP Report 2022 

• The Catchment Health Indicator Program report known as the ChiP report provides a 
“catchment health score” of river reaches in the Upper Murrumbidgee, displayed in 
individual report cards. 

• The purpose of the CHiP report is to give the community a better understanding of 
water quality and waterway health issues in the catchment and provide a baseline 
assessment to assist natural resource managers and policy-makers. 

• The 2022 CHiP report was released on World Water Day, 22 March 2023. It provides 
97 report cards that are based on 1,992 water quality surveys, 192 waterbug surveys 
and 232 riverbank condition assessments across 237 sites. 

• Overall, 54% of reaches fell into the excellent/good range which is the best result in 
the CHIP’s nine-year history, breaking the previous record set in 2021. 

• Planting a diversity of native vegetation both in and along our waterways will help 
make our catchments more resilient to extreme weather conditions that have been 
experienced in the past few years. 

• I thank the Waterwatch volunteers for their valuable contribution.  

Blue-Green Algal Blooms 

• Blue-green algal blooms in the ACT’s lakes and waterways remain a considerable 
challenge. In some instances, these blooms have required the closure of Lake 
Tuggeranong and Lake Ginninderra to primary contact activities. 
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• The Government continues to invest in the ACT Healthy Waterways program to address 
these problems. However, the government cannot solve these problems on its own 
which require whole of community action. 

• The ACT Healthy Waterways program is creating catchment plans to address problems 
like lake closures due to blue-green algae or faecal coliforms. 

• The first catchment plan will be for Lake Tuggeranong. A draft of this plan is expected 
by the end of the year, with the remaining plans being delivered in 2024 and early 2025. 

Murrumbidgee River (bacterial contamination) 

• The bacterial loads within the Murrumbidgee River are symptomatic of land and water 
management activities upstream of the ACT. 

• The poor health of the Murrumbidgee River is a testament to the importance of cross-
border collaboration on water management activities and the broader Murray-Darling 
Basin water reforms. 

• The ACT Government remains engaged with the NSW and Australian governments to 
highlight the risk to human health and water security from upstream water and land 
management and identify solutions. 

Lake and Waterways Closures 

• As of 11 May 2023, sites closed for swimming (primary contact recreation) include: 

o Lake Tuggeranong – all recreation areas (blue-green algae – extreme alert 
level) 

• Lake and river closure information can change rapidly. For up-to-date information on 
all waterways, we have an online reporting tool: 
https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/news/water_quality_in_our_lakes_and_ponds  

• The Environmental Protection Authority monitors lake water quality for  
blue-green algae.   

• For information on Lake Burley Griffin, visit The Swim Guide website. 

Research 

• Research is continuing on several fronts: 

o The University of Canberra is investigating the sources of nutrient pollution across 
urban areas of the Lake Tuggeranong catchment. 

o NCEconomics and an ANU researcher are investigating social and economic values 
of Canberra urban lakes and the impacts of blue-green algal blooms. 

o Smaller investigations are being conducted into: 

• Evaluating the effectiveness of the Leaf Collective 
• The source of faecal contamination in ACT waterways 
• How to design constructed wetlands as good habitat for re-introduction of the 

Green and Gold Bell Frog. 

https://www.cityservices.act.gov.au/news/water_quality_in_our_lakes_and_ponds
https://www.theswimguide.org/find
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• Good practices in stormwater maintenance. 
• The applicability of landcare guidelines for water sensitive drainage lines, 

developed for Melbourne, to Canberra’s urban environments. 
• Upgrading the ACT’s water sensitive urban design technical standards.  
• Quantifying subcatchment inflows to Lake Tuggeranong 

• Healthy Waterways is supporting the Nature in the City grant program as a way to 
create more water sensitive green space. 

Background 

Waterwatch 

• Upper Murrumbidgee Waterwatch supports the community in the monitoring and 
caring of our local waterways. The program has been running for over 25 years and 
has sites right at the top of the Murrumbidgee River in Kosciusko National Park, all 
the way down to Taemas Bridge where the Murrumbidgee enters Burrinjuck Dam 
near Yass.  

• Two primary functions of the Waterwatch program are to facilitate community 
engagement through the monitoring and care of local waterways, and to use the data 
(water quality, waterbugs and riverbank condition assessments) as an early warning 
system for aquatic ecosystem health issues.  

• There are now over 30,000 Waterwatch water quality surveys on the  
Atlas of Living Australia database dating back to 1995. 

• Waterwatch works in partnership with the three community catchment groups 
(Molonglo, Southern ACT and Ginninderra) to implement the Waterwatch program. 
The ACT Government has provided funding through to June 2023 for the coordinator 
positions which are essential for training and supporting the volunteers. 

• An additional coordinator is funded through Icon Water to support volunteers to 
monitor waterways in the Cooma Monaro region, upstream of the ACT. This allows 
Waterwatch to work with regional partners and collect water quality data on a truly 
catchment scale.  

CHiP 2022 

• 8 report cards received an Excellent (A); 

• 44 received a Good (B) result; 

• 44 received a Fair (C); and 

• 1 received a Poor (D) result.  

Bacteria (intestinal Enterocci): 

• Bacteria (Enterococci) are indicators of fecal material in the water and the possible 
presence of disease-causing bacteria, viruses and protozoa.  
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• Bacteria levels are known to become elevated after rainfall due to run-off from 
stormwater pipes, grazing land and upstream water bodies.  

• The ACT Health Protection Service conducts weekly water testing for bacteria from 
September to April each year. Tests are performed weekly due to the increased 
likelihood of primary contact activities during warmer weather. 

• City Services may display the ‘Area Closed to Primary Contact’ sign as a precaution if 
there has been significant rainfall since water samples were taken. However, bacteria 
levels may be high after rainfall even if the ‘Area Closed to Primary Contact’ sign is not 
displayed. 
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Portfolio: Water, Energy and Emissions Reduction 

Murray Darling Basin (MBD) Water Reforms within the ACT 
Talking points: 

• The Murray-Darling Basin water reforms provide the appropriate scale of 
management, across State and Territory borders, to respond to our climate 
emergency and safeguard the long-term security of our water resources. 

• The ACT is working with the Australian Government to finalise its water recovery 
commitment by June 2024. 

ACT’s water recovery commitment (4.9 GL Shared Reduction Amount):  

• Earlier this year, the Australian Government announced changes to its approach for 
finalising water recovery commitments. This provides the ACT Government greater 
flexibility to meet its commitment than through the previous water efficiency program.  

o This flexibility removes the dependency of implementing water efficiency 
measures to provide the water recovery by 2024. 

• The ACT Government is working with the Commonwealth Department and with Icon 
Water to redefine the ACT water recovery proposal and finalise the water recovery 
commitment before the Basin Plan deadline of 30 June 2024.  

water trading  

• The ACT Government is working with the NSW and Australian Government to develop 
water trading arrangements under the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement and Basin Plan. 
The trading arrangements have not been finalised however negotiations continue to 
progress. 

• The ACT Government will manage the ACT’s water supplies to ensure that the ACT’s 
water take remains within the Sustainable Diversion Limit, as required under the 
Murray-Darling Basin Plan and the ACT Water Resources (Water Available from Areas) 
Determination 2019.  

• Current water use by the ACT is not limited by the Sustainable Diversion Limit. 

Key Information 

• The Australian Government is providing approximately $2.6 million to support the 
implementation of Murray-Darling Basin water reforms within the ACT during 2021-
2024.  

• Priorities for water management reform within the ACT over the 2021-24 period 
include: 

o advancing the water interests of Ngunnawal Traditional Custodians 

o renewing the ACT’s policy for ‘Non-urban water metering’ 
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o climate vulnerability and water security planning to build resilience in the 
environment and community of the ACT and surrounding region, and 

o delivering water for the environment by returning at least 4.9 gigalitres to the 
basin.   

Background Information  

• The Basin Plan was established in 2012 under the Water Act 2007 (Cwlth).  

• Programs developed to implement the Basin Plan are scheduled to conclude by 2024. 
This includes measures under the Sustainable Diversion Limit Adjustment Mechanism. 

• The Murray-Darling Basin Authority is required to conduct an evaluation of the  
Basin Plan implementation by 2025 and a review of the Basin Plan by 2026. 

ACT Shared Reduction Amount 

• The Basin Plan commits the ACT to 4.9 GL of water recovery for achieving shared 
environmental outcomes within the southern connected basin.  

• In February 2023, the Australian Government announced that it is seeking to finalise all 
Bridging the Gap commitments (including shared reduction amounts) by 2024 through 
strategic purchases of water entitlements. 

• A revised ACT water recovery proposal has been developed to align with the 
Commonwealth’s Strategic Water Purchasing Framework and is being negotiated 
amongst ACT and Commonwealth officials.  

• Previous attempts have been made to meet the ACT water recovery commitment:  

o In 2014, the Australian Government confirmed the settlement of 9.383 GL of 
General Security Murrumbidgee water entitlement from ACTEW. Legal advice 
received by the Australian Government in 2019 determined this to be invalid. 

o During 2019-22, the EPSDD developed an urban water efficiency project, proposed 
to deliver up to 6.36 GL. The conditions of the Commonwealth’s funding program 
were not conducive to urban water project and negotiation on bespoke 
arrangements had commenced. 
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Portfolio: Water, Energy and Emissions Reduction 

Non-Potable Water Pricing Review 

Talking Points 

• Formal consultation occurred in June/July 2023 with key stakeholders on the policy 
options for the Government response to the Non-potable Water Review. 

• The Office of Water contacted almost 200 entities, including all non-potable water 
licensees and significant stakeholders such as Clubs ACT, Canberra Community Clubs, 
ACT-Monaro District Golf Association and ACT Rural Landholders Association. 

• Much of the feedback received was about the non-potable Water Abstraction Charge.  

• Golf clubs in particular are concerned about a proposal to remove a 50% price 
concession that applies only to golf clubs. Removing the 50% price concession is 
aligned with the Treasury position outlined in the Review to move away from 
perpetual financial assistance, and brings golf clubs in line with other ACT irrigators 
that use non-potable water to provide community benefits. 

• The government does recognise provision of community services by non-potable 
irrigators and is proposing short term non-ongoing financial assistance under 
exceptional circumstances, such as extreme scarcity of water during drought, when 
support is most needed for club-based irrigators dependent on non-potable water. 

• The government acknowledges that the timeframe to reach a final position to respond 
to the Non-potable Water Review has been protracted. The Office of Water is  
currently finalising the Government response. 

• I recognise water pricing is a complex issue. Many potential policy options have been 
assessed to try to reach a balanced outcome for all licensees, not just golf clubs. 

Belconnen Golf Club (Owned by Burns Club, formerly Magpies Golf Club):  

• The situation with Belconnen Golf Club is unique. This club is established in an area 
that has limited access to cheaper sources of water.  

• The club is reliant on treated wastewater provided by Icon Water under a confidential 
and commercial contract. The government has no influence in relation to this contract 
but notes the Independent Competition and Regulatory Comission has reviewed the 
price of water supplied under this contract. 

Key Information 

• The Review and any proposed changes to water pricing is restricted to non-potable 
water use only and will not affect potable water charges. For example, sportsgrounds 
that are irrigated 100% by treated drinking water are out of scope. 

• Proposed policy is intended to support a nuanced approach to the application of 
charges for water consumption that seeks to balance the trade-off between 
affordability and promoting water conservation. 
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• Costs for the operation of clubs need to be shared across those in its membership that 
directly benefit from the service. Passing on operating costs through increased 
membership fees is a business decision of sporting clubs. 

• Examples of licensed non-potable irrigators that provide community services, and pay 
full Water Abstraction Charge: 

o Private schools: St Edmunds College, Canberra Grammar School, Brindabella 
Christian College, Canberra Rudolph Steiner School, via groundwater. 

o Vikings Park sportsground Erindale, via groundwater. 

o Royal Botanic Gardens, Commonwealth Park and Floriade, via lake Burley Griffin. 

• Approx. 20 ACT agricultural irrigators receive a 98% discount of the Water Abstraction 
Charge. This is in recognition of competition with other primary producers in NSW, for 
providing food and produce such as apples, lucerne and grapes. 

Background Information  

Non-potable Water Review 

• The ACT Government committed through the Parliamentary and Governing 
Agreement to ensure that clubs continue to support the community while reducing 
harm from gaming. 

• A review by ACT Treasury into water costs for high-intensity club users of non-potable 
water was published on the Your Say website in December 2021. The aim of the 
review was to consider the impact of water costs on the operation of clubs while not 
requiring cross-subsidisation by other ACT water users. 

National Water Reforms 

• Micro economic reforms related to water pricing have been agreed by successive 
governments under the National Competition Policy, National Water Initiative (NWI, 
2004), Water Act Cth (2007) and the Murray-Darling Basin Plan (2012).  

• The ACT is a signatory to inter-governmental agreements that give effect to these 
water reforms. Specifically, the ACT has agreed to implement water pricing and 
institutional arrangements that promote economically efficient and sustainable use of 
water resources, water infrastructure assets, and government resources devoted to 
the management of water. 

• The NWI pricing principles promotes user-pays and pricing transparency, in respect of 
water supply systems and cost recovery for water planning and management. 

ACT Water Strategy 2014-44 Striking the Balance 

• The ACT Water Strategy aims to achieve ‘an integrated and efficient water supply 
system that provides for the optimal mix of supply options, encourages efficient use of 
water, is resilient to climate variability, and secures the social, economic and 
environmental needs of the ACT community’. 
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Portfolio: Water, Energy and Emissions Reduction 

ACT Water Metering Policy (Non Urban Users) 

Talking points: 

• The Office of Water is working in partnership with the Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) to update the Non-urban Water Metering Policy.  

• Consultation with licence holders on the draft policy closed on 22 May 2023. 
Feedback has been considered and the final draft policy will be considered by the 
government in the second half of 2023. 

• The updated policy ensures continued alignment of the ACT with best practice 
regulation and the Australian Standard for non-urban water metering.  

• Accurate measurement and reporting of water underpins effective resource 
management and provides public assurance that water is being managed 
sustainably. 

Key Information 

• The policy does not apply to individual water meters that measure potable drinking 
water supplied by Icon Water. 

• The policy will affect approximately 180 licence holders, ranging from large 
commercial irrigators to private use of small groundwater bores. 

• The update of the policy demonstrates the ACT’s commitment to improved water 
metering and measurement within the broader Murray Darling Basin and nationally. 

• The policy is expected to take effect in 2023 after Cabinet approval. Implementation 
will be rolled out in stages and is expected to be completed by 2025. 

• Each licence holder is responsible for their costs associated with the installation, 
maintenance and reading of a water meter. 

o Ongoing validation of accuracy is approx. $300-500 per meter every 5 years, 
payable by licence holders to external meter validators. However, options are 
being explored for the EPA to perform meter accuracy validation, which may 
reduce costs for licence holders at implementation roll-out. 

o If new water meters are required, the cost for a licence holder to purchase and 
install a water meter is approximately $3,000 per meter. 

Background Information  

• The National Water Initiative (2004), the National Framework for Non-urban Water 
Metering (2009), and the Murray-Darling Basin Compliance Compact (2018) requires 
States and Territories to implement consistent water metering standards to ensure 
equity around water sharing and the protection of water resources.  
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• The Metrological Assurance Framework 2 (MAF2) is a part of the National Framework 
and describes the key requirements to ensure a nationally consistent compliance 
approach for non-urban water meters to comply with Australia Standard 4747: Meters 
for non-urban water supply (AS4747).   

• The policy transitions current EPA non-potable metering guidelines to the Australian 
Standards by including several key new requirements:  

o use of pattern approved meters;  

o validation of meter installations by a certified person;  

o ongoing meter maintenance and accuracy testing; and 

o improved reporting and notification requirements for licence holders 

• The Commonwealth’s Inspector General Water Compliance Murray Darling Basin - 
Metering Report Card shows that the ACT is the only jurisdiction with 100% of water 
take metered. The implementation of this policy will enhace reporting on the 
metering accuracy on the report card. 

• The taking of surface water and groundwater in the ACT is regulated under the Water 
Resources Act 2007 by the EPA. 

• The EPA will be responsible for implementing and enforcing the Non-urban Water 
Metering Policy. 
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Portfolio: Water, Energy and Emissions Reduction 

The Leaf Collective program 
Talking Points 

• The Leaf Collective is a community-based social-marketing program that aims to reduce 
nutrient pollution from leaf litter (this year including grass clippings) through community 
education and behaviour change.  

• The program focuses on increasing community understanding of the connection 
between leaf litter on their block and algal outbreaks in urban waterways, and helping 
community to turn leaf litter into a valuable resource. 

• It has been designed and delivered by Social Marketing @ Griffith (based at Griffith 
University) in collaboration with multiple community organisations and individuals, as 
well as ACT Government stakeholders. 

• Non-Government partners include: the ACT Catchment Groups, Tuggeranong 
Community Council, Scouts ACT, SEE-Change, Canberra Organic Growers Society, The 
Compost Revolution, Communities at Work, Corkhill Bros, Brindabella Waste and Capital 
Scraps Composting. 

• Two pilot program evaluations have demonstrated success in changing social norms and 
behaviours. For example, the volume of leaves that survey participants reported 
collecting increased by 13% after the 2021 autumn campaign and by 11% after the 2022 
summer campaign. 

• The focus areas for the current autumn campaign are suburbs in the Lake Tuggeranong 
and Yerrabi Pond catchments. 

• The campaign was launched on 2 May and concluded on 9 June. Followup surveys 
commenced on 10 June and will help identify the impact of the program. 

Background Information  

• Diffuse-source nutrient pollution from urban areas has been identified as the primary 
contributor to elevated nutrient levels in the lakes of Canberra. 

• An expert-elicitation survey has been undertaken to rank categories of householder 
behaviours for their potential to reduce nutrient pollution entering waterways. 
Behaviours related to reducing nutrient pollution from leaves were identified as having 
the greatest potential impact.  

• Focusing on specific sources of nutrient pollution with separate interventions to support 
behaviour change is most effective, as each behaviour has specific barriers that need to 
be targeted. It also allows the most accurate measurement of impact and cost-
effectiveness.  

• Research into whether and how to support reduction of fertiliser run-off by 
householders and garden service professionals is underway. 

 Personal information
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• The Healthy Waterways team will collect and analyse footage of leaf litter in street 
gutters in the treatment and control areas from cameras on green-bin collection trucks, 
to help assess the impact of the program and its cost-effectiveness in reducing nutrient 
pollution.  

• Griffith University has contributed in-kind support to this project which they estimate at 
a value of  $140,000. This includes un-charged staff time from a senior professor, a 
senior researcher, and an honours student. 

• As part of the Expanding Healthy Waterways initiative, there has been agreement to 
design, deliver and evaluate a scaled-up Leaf Collective program in 2022-23. 
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Portfolio: Water, Energy and Emissions Reduction 

Healthy Waterways Program 
ACT Budget 2023-24 Outcomes 

• Healthy Waterways received a further $8.2 million in funding from the 2023-24 
budget.  

• The funding includes commitments for the 2025/26 and 2026/27 financial years, and 
includes recurrent funds following that, for: 

o Operation and maintenance of Stage 2 WSUD water quality assets; and 

o The ongoing development of an evidence base for managing water quality in the 
ACT. 

Healthy Waterways Asset Construction 

Completed 

• A set of four bioretention swales at Kambah Playing Fields have been built and are fully 
accepted for initial handover.  

• A pair of floating wetlands were deployed in Yerrabi Pond in February 2023.  

Underway 

• The government continues to progress an ambitious program to construct new Healthy 
Waterway assets as one method to improve the water quality of the ACT’s lakes, ponds 
and waterways and address the scourge of blue-green algae. 

• Two capital works projects have commenced in the Tuggeranong catchment: 

o To re-naturalise 500m of the Tuggeranong Creek drain from just west of Tharwa 
Drive to the end of the Calwell Playing Fields; and 

o To create roadside drain outlets to greenspace in 54 spots in Kambah. 

Planned 

• More assets are scheduled to be built before the end of 2023 subject to final tender 
costs: 

o Large wetland in Belconnen Oval (community consultation has become very 
positive); 

o Raingarden in Bevan St Park, Higgins (community consultation has also been very 
positive); 

o Water re-use from water quality pond in Kambah (Kett Street); and 

o Reconnection of old creek line at Richardson (Tuggeranong Homestead; 
supported by many stakeholders). 
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Water Quality Monitoring Contract 

• A water quality monitoring contract has commenced. 

• This contract comprises monitoring of: 

o water quality associated with different land uses in the ACT, which supports 
water quality modelling and provides insights into pollution levels in the ACT; 

o the water quality improvement performance of two wetland and two 
raingardens recently built in Stage 1 of Healthy Waterways, which supports 
water quality modelling and catchment planning: 

 the raingarden in Isabella Plains; 

 raingarden in Woden near the flood memorial; 

 wetland in Fyshwick adjacent to Eyre Street; and 

 the wetland in Melba. 

o stream flow in six tributaries to lake Tuggeranong, which will enable the loads of 
pollution entering Lake Tuggeranong from its tributaries to be calculated. 

Catchment Plans 

• Drafting of a first draft of the Lake Tuggeranong catchment plan for water quality has 
begun, as has planning for community engagement around this. 

• A project restoring parts of the rural/conservation catchment of the Naas/Gudgenby is 
well underway. A catchment plan identifying areas of soil erosion and sediment supply to 
the channels is being finalised.  

Leaf Collective 

• The Autumn Leaf Collective campaign has wrapped up and an evaluation report is being 
finalised. 

Sources of pollution in the ACT 

• Contractors investigating fertiliser use by ACT residents and gardening businesses have 
delivered their final report, which points to very large average rates of fertiliser 
application in the ACT. 

• Interim results from the University of Canberra suggest that leaves and grass clippings 
could be another significant source of stormwater pollution in Canberra.  

• It seems we may have a pollution problem in the ACT. While this is bad news, a positive 
is that it is a relatively tractable problem through, for example, behavioural change 
programs and regulation of fertilisers. 
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