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a) Has there ever been an instance where police did not or could not attend a code black? 
b) How many instances have there been and what are the circumstances of these incidents? 
c) Is there a specific code that would define/communicate knife/gun? 
 
 
Mr Mick Gentleman MLA: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows: 
 
 
A 
Has there ever been an instance where police did not or could not attend a code black? 
 
ACT Policing is unable to provide accurate data of instances where hospital ‘code black’ incidents 
were not attended, as the term ‘code black’ is hospital specific terminology. There is no ‘check box’ 
in ACT Policing’s computer aided dispatch (CAD) system for a ‘code black’. 
 
If a ‘code black’ type of call from the hospital is received by ACT Policing, the operator will create a 
job in CAD, include all necessary details and prioritise the response accordingly.  
 
B 
How many instances have there been and what are the circumstances of these incidents? 
 
While ACT Policing is not able to confirm the number of code blacks responded to, since 1 January 
2010, ACT Policing has recorded 13 incidents where the term ‘code black’ was referenced in CAD.  
 
Circumstances of these 13 matters included attempting to escape from the AMHU, person carrying 
a weapon, duress alarm being activated and a violent incident. 
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C  
IS THERE A SPECIFIC CODE THAT WOULD DEFINE/COMMUNICATE KNIFE/GUN? 
 
There is no specific code that would define/communicate knife/gun. Police attendance is not 

activated by calling a code, but as a result of a dynamic risk assessment to determine if further 

escalation is required. Contact with the police would be via a phone call, describing the incident 

and any weapons present. Calling a code, i.e. Code Black, is an internal Canberra Health Services 

process. 
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