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MR CAIN: We have had over six months since the new territory plan was introduced. Do
you have any general comments from your members as to how easy it is to work with the new

plan or otherwise?

Mr Zakout: I think we will get from our members is that it is—there is a lot of things—a lot
of delays in the approval process at the moment.

MS ORR: In fairness, Mr Zakout—

Mr Zakout: Yes.

MS ORR: —your predecessor, Mr Hopkins, used to say that when he appeared at all the
committee’s—

MR CAIN: Yes, okay.
MS ORR: I think that is—

MR CAIN: So delays—which particular parts of the process? Any particular parts that seem
to be more difficult to get progress speedily or?

Mr Zakout: I think just—not that I am aware, any particular parts, not that [ am aware of,
yes.

Ms Burt: We can always take the question on notice and come back to you with further data.



[Master Builders ACT]: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:

Master Builders Association of the ACT reports that the feedback received from members in
relation to the new Territory Plan is generally positive, however, wishes to note that the use of the
new Territory Plan has been limited since its commencement.

Members are reporting a backlog of projects submitted under the previous Plan currently being
processed but note that the Plan is focused more on planning which has been well-received from
those members who provided feedback.

There is, however, some uncertainty in the processing of applications and approval times — the
early feedback suggests that the development application (DA) process is similar to that of the old
system, but the uncertainty and/or delays are likely to be addressed once approvals start
progressing through the system which will then give confidence in the system.

For smaller projects, the preparation of applications has been simpler, whereas there are increased
complexities for the larger scaled projected. This is a result of the need to address Design Guides
requiring consultants in the design stage working more collaboratively together.

There were some indications that the Plan has highlighted some other issues, such as the impacts
that this has on the Waste Code and the issues associated around design and accessibility issues for
waste removalas well as costs issues. Similarly, trees and open space are a problem lowering yield
and increasing costs significantly.

Master Builders ACT will continue to monitor the feedback being received from members and
would encourage the continuation of this conversation overtime and as more feedback s received.
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