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Australia Needs to Legalise and Regulate Almost All Drugs 
 
This paper discusses the urgent need to legalise all or most drugs and compares legalisation 
to decriminalisation.  These terms are defined in this paper as follows: 

Decriminalisation is generally understood to mean the removal of criminal penalties for 
possession of small amounts of certain drugs for personal use. However, possession 
generally remains an offence that may be subject to a civil or administrative sanction, such 
as a fine or mandatory treatment assessment, and whatever drugs found may be 
confiscated.  The production and marketing of drugs remains illegal.1 

Legalisation in this paper is taken to mean that the import, production, sale and use of a 
drug or drugs is not subject to any penalty, provided it is correctly reported, that sale is 
through registered outlets or agencies and all required duties and taxes are paid.  It thus 
includes full regulation.2  

1 Present situation 

Many drugs taken for pleasure in Australia are illegal.  Examples include cannabis, heroin, 
MDMA (ecstasy), ice (crystal meth) and many others.  Some drugs taken for pleasure are 
legal however, such as nicotine, with tobacco smoked by 2.5 million Australians, and alcohol 
drunk at least once per week by 8 million.  In addition, about 800 prescription drugs are 
subsidized under the pharmaceutical benefits scheme.  Prescription drugs are reported to be 
misused by around 1 million Australians.3  

Cannabis can be taken legally for medicinal purposes in all Australian states by people with 
certain limited classes of health problem.  For example, in NSW, cannabis use was legalised 
in 2016 for adults with end-of-life illnesses.  Curiously, in Victoria, it can be used only by 
children with severe, treatment-resistant epilepsy.  Recreational cannabis use remains illegal 
in all states.  However, it was legalised by the Australian Capital Territory government in 
September 2019 under limited conditions4.  It is currently uncertain how the federal police 
will approach cannabis legalisation in the ACT.  

According to the Illicit Drug Data Report 2018–19, prepared by the Australian Criminal 
Intelligence Commission:5   

“Serious and organised criminals are at the centre of Australia’s illicit drug market, motiv-
ated by greed, power and profit.  We know serious and organised crime groups continue 
to generate significant profits from the sale of illicit substances, with the price paid for illicit 
drugs in Australia among the highest in the world.  The estimated street value of the 
amphetamines, MDMA, cocaine and heroin seized nationally in 2018–19 was $3.5 billion, 
underlining the size of the black economy that relates to illicit drugs alone.  As such, the 
importation, manufacture, cultivation and distribution of illicit drugs and related precursors 
in Australia remain a focal point of government, law enforcement and intelligence 
agencies.…. In 2018-19, there were 112,474 drug seizures and 153,377 illicit drug 
arrests. 26.6 tonnes of illicit drugs were seized nationally with methylamphetamine 
remaining one of the most consumed and seized illicit drugs in Australia.” 

 
1  George Murkin 2016 Will drug use rise? Exploring a key concern about decriminalising or regulating 

drugs. https://transformdrugs.org/publications/will-drug-use-rise-exploring-a-key-concern-about-
decriminalising-or-regulating-drugs  

2  Legalisation and regulation are defined in detail in Steve Rolles 2016 Legalizing drugs. The key to 
ending the war https://transformdrugs.org/publications/legalising-drugs-the-key-to-ending-the-war 

3  https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/dec/19/prescription-drugs-misused-by-one-million-
australians-in-year-report-shows  

4  The debate in the upper house of the ACT government was the primary reason for writing this paper.  
5  https://www.acic.gov.au/publications/illicit-drug-data-report/illicit-drug-data-report-2018-19   

https://transformdrugs.org/publications/will-drug-use-rise-exploring-a-key-concern-about-decriminalising-or-regulating-drugs
https://transformdrugs.org/publications/will-drug-use-rise-exploring-a-key-concern-about-decriminalising-or-regulating-drugs
https://transformdrugs.org/publications/legalising-drugs-the-key-to-ending-the-war
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/dec/19/prescription-drugs-misused-by-one-million-australians-in-year-report-shows
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2017/dec/19/prescription-drugs-misused-by-one-million-australians-in-year-report-shows
https://www.acic.gov.au/publications/illicit-drug-data-report/illicit-drug-data-report-2018-19
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So the obvious question is – why are some drugs such as alcohol and tobacco legal and 
others such as cannabis illegal? 

2 Why are some drugs illegal? 

The classification of most recreational drugs as illegal began in the early 20th century, when 
American temperance activists promoted the 1909 International Opium Conference in 
Shanghai, China.  Australia signed the resulting convention in 1913, which by 1925 had 
expanded to include the prohibition of opium, morphine, heroin, cocaine and cannabis.  In 
1961, the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs updated all existing international conventions 
and moved toward a strictly prohibitionist approach to recreational drug use (excluding 
alcohol and tobacco). 

The Australian National Drug Strategy came into effect in 1985, expanding from strict 
prohibition to explicitly include harm reduction, in addition to demand reduction (prevention 
and treatment) and supply reduction (customs and policing). In theory, that is.  A recent 
study6 found that just 2% of drug strategy funding goes to harm reduction, while 66% goes 
to law enforcement.  The current version of the strategy covers the 10 years from 2017 to 
20267.  Unfortunately, the strategy doesn’t mention the words decriminalisation or 
legalisation, or explain why they are thought to be infeasible.  

Johann Hari, the author of the most detailed history to date of the development of the global 
drug war, reports that “the drug war was born in the United States”8. The war was strongly 
promoted by a man named Harry Anslinger, appointed in 1930 as the initial head of the 
Federal Bureau of Narcotics (FBN). The war commenced fully in about 1933, just when the 
war on alcohol was heading for defeat, despite the fact that almost all scientific and medical 
opinion opposed criminalisation.  

“He wrote to thirty scientific experts asking a series of questions about marijuana. Twenty-
nine of them wrote back saying it would be wrong to ban it, and that it was being widely 
misrepresented in the press. Anslinger decided to ignore them and quoted instead the 
one expert who believed it was a great evil that had to be eradicated. 

While Anslinger was shutting down all the alternatives to the drug war in the US, across 
the rest of the world, drugs were still being sold legally9. Over the next few decades, this 
began to end—and by the 1960s, they were banned everywhere” (ibid). 

This was enforced by the US using a variety of methods, such as threatening to cut off 
foreign aid or ban the export of goods to the US – then the largest market in the world. Apart 
from their misguided terror of the drug epidemic in the US, the American authorities, 
particularly the FBN, realised that drugs were mainly imported from Mexico, Central and 
South America and elsewhere. They consequently believed that to win the drug war in the 
US, they would need to kill the problem world-wide. They certainly did not know quite how 
catastrophic the war on drugs would become, killing hundreds of thousands and imprisoning 
millions. 

3 Where are recreational drugs legal? 

Uruguay and Canada are the only countries that have fully legalised the sale and 
consumption of recreational cannabis. In America, 17 states, 2 territories, and the District of 
Columbia have legalised cannabis, although it remains illegal federally.  Medical use of 
cannabis is permitted under the UN drug control conventions and has been legalised in 
many countries including Australia, most of Europe and 35 American states.  However, 

 
6  http://theconversation.com/history-not-harm-dictates-why-some-drugs-are-legal-and-others-arent-110564  
7  https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-drug-strategy-2017-2026  
8  Johann Hari 2015 Chasing the Scream: The First and Last Days of the War on Drugs. Bloomsbury 

Publishing. Kindle Edition.  
9  However in several countries including UK, the sale of many drugs was prohibited from the early 1900s. 

https://theconversation.com/spending-down-on-harm-reduction-for-illicit-drugs-report-15346
https://theconversation.com/spending-down-on-harm-reduction-for-illicit-drugs-report-15346
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://theconversation.com/history-not-harm-dictates-why-some-drugs-are-legal-and-others-arent-110564
https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/national-drug-strategy-2017-2026
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America maintains a highly restrictive approach to the use of recreational drugs, with a total 
of 452,000 people in gaol for drug offences in 2017, more than 10 times as many as in 1980.  
The US prohibitionist policy is considered to be one of the main factors preventing other 
developed countries freeing up their own drug management programs, even though several 
would like to do so. A policy of decriminalisation or limited enforcement has also been 
adopted in many countries, in particular the Netherlands where the sale of cannabis is 
tolerated at licensed coffeeshops10 and a pilot scheme for legal supply is starting. 

The decriminalisation of drug use has expanded rapidly, and is now reported in 22 countries.11  
In 2001, Portugal decriminalised possession of all drugs with enormous benefits.  Quoting 
from a Time magazine article:  

“18 years later, the US is suffering from the worst drug addiction epidemic in American 
history.  In 2016, an estimated 64,000 Americans died from opioid overdoses—more 
than the combined death tolls for Americans in the Vietnam, Afghanistan, and Iraq 
Wars.  In Portugal, meanwhile, the drug-induced death rate has plummeted to five times 
lower than the European average and stands at one-fiftieth of the US rate. HIV infection 
has dropped from 104 new cases per million people in 2000 to 4 cases in 2015.”12 

Until the ACT government’s decision to legalise cannabis use, the nearest Australia had got 
to decriminalising drug use was the establishment by the Uniting Church of their medically 
supervised injecting centre (MSIC) in Kings Cross, Sydney in 2001.  This has reduced 
overdoses, decreased virus transmission and provided access to treatment programs.  
Among many notable achievements, the number of ambulance call outs to Kings Cross has 
fallen by 80% since the centre opened13, largely due to improved injecting drug 
management.  An MSIC trial has recently been conducted in Melbourne and is likely to be 
extended to a full program soon.  A proposal for a second injecting facility in the Melbourne 
CBD has been met with alarmist media coverage. Internationally there are around 100 safe 
injecting centres, with the majority in Europe. It is hoped that more centres will open in 
Australian cities and towns before long. 

The Greens in NSW have policies which would legalise and regulate the sale and use of 
cannabis (through retail stores) and MDMA (through pharmacies)14.  A bill relating to 
cannabis legalisation is currently before the NSW Legislative Council. Cannabis for personal 
use has been decriminalised in South Australia and Northern Territory.  

4 What have been the results of criminalising drugs? 

Given the high cost and major trauma resulting from criminalising drug use in Australia, it 
would be expected or at least hoped that there would be positive outcomes from the policy.  
Clearly there are numerous negatives, listed below, including some international factors.  
The few positives are listed in the subsequent section. 

4.1 Negative outcomes from criminalising drug production, sale and use 

1. Creation of a criminal market, valued at around $13 billion in Australia in 2016/1715, 
lining the pockets of many thousands of drug dealers. 

2. Enforcement of drug laws is expensive, costing Australia over $1 billion per year, 
which could otherwise be spent on education, treatment and harm reduction. 

 
10  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legality_of_cannabis  
11  https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-that-have-decriminalized-drugs  
12  https://mic.com/articles/110344/14-years-after-portugal-decriminalized-all-drugs-here-s-what-s-

happening#.UptCP1A3x 
13  https://adf.org.au/insights/medically-supervised-injecting-centres/   
14  https://greens.org.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/NSW%20policy%20initiative%20%E2%80%93%20MDMA.pdf  
15  https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-12/australian-bank-notes-are-disappearing-into-drugs-and-

hoarding/10609848  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Netherlands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coffeeshop_(Netherlands)
https://time.com/james-nachtwey-opioid-addiction-america
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/attachements.cfm/att_239505_EN_TDAT15001ENN.pdf
http://www.emcdda.europa.eu/attachements.cfm/att_239505_EN_TDAT15001ENN.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legality_of_cannabis
https://www.worldatlas.com/articles/countries-that-have-decriminalized-drugs
https://mic.com/articles/110344/14-years-after-portugal-decriminalized-all-drugs-here-s-what-s-happening#.UptCP1A3x
https://mic.com/articles/110344/14-years-after-portugal-decriminalized-all-drugs-here-s-what-s-happening#.UptCP1A3x
https://adf.org.au/insights/medically-supervised-injecting-centres/
https://greens.org.au/sites/default/files/2019-03/NSW%20policy%20initiative%20%E2%80%93%20MDMA.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-12/australian-bank-notes-are-disappearing-into-drugs-and-hoarding/10609848
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-12/australian-bank-notes-are-disappearing-into-drugs-and-hoarding/10609848
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3. Illegality can prevent people who use drugs seeking treatment for drug-related health 
or mental problems, or seeking help to quit or reduce consumption. 

4. Despite its high cost, the impact of attempted enforcement on consumption is 
minimal.  There is no evidence that criminalising drugs has reduced consumption – 
ie, when drugs are legalised, consumption often does not increase and may fall. 

5. Around 6000 or 15% of Australia’s prison population are there because of drug 
offences (down from 6800 in 2018)16.  Incarceration is linked to increased mortality 
from overdose in or on release from prison. The total cost of this imprisonment could 
be as high as $1 billion per year.  

6. Drug trafficking, selling and cultivation can attract maximum sentences of 10 years, 
20 years or life according to the Australian Criminal Code.17 

7. Inability to control drug composition or quality, with potentially dangerous impacts. 
One bad batch of fentanyl contaminated heroin can lead to many deaths. 

8. Illegal drug quality is often unknown. There is incentive for dealers to transport and 
market high concentration substances to limit the quantities imported and 
transported, leading to increased risk of overdose.  

9. Illegality leads to increased prices and the use of injection (eg, of opiods) to increase 
potency, rather than using safer consumption methods.  

10. Selective bans have resulted in some drugs that are relatively safe in their pure form 
becoming much more dangerous.  Banning MDMA, for example, has led to the 
manufacture of illegal preparations with unknown potency and ingredients. 

11. Criminalising injectable drugs promotes the spread of HIV and other blood-borne 
diseases while decriminalising should reduce disease problems – as in Portugal ie, 
by reducing barriers to and providing resources for health services. 

12. The fact that drugs are illegal causes their price to rise, hurting users but benefitting 
dealers.  This may lead to users stealing the funds needed to support their habits. 

13. Otherwise honest people have to engage in illegal practices and deal with criminals. 
This introduces the potential for extortion or the blackmailing of users. 

14. The drug sector can be a significant area of police corruption, as dealers can pay off 
police to avoid arrest and some police are themselves drug dealers18. 

15. Some drugs, including cannabis, have become stronger over time.  This can lead to 
excess consumption of the active ingredient, and to possible mental health problems.  
Legalisation allows such problems to be highlighted and managed more effectively. 

16. Street cannabis (at least in the UK) almost always has quite high levels of tetrahydro 
cannabinol (THC) and low or zero cannabidiol (CBD). Pure THC (sometimes 
included in skunk) can be damaging if over-used. Legalization would allow 
appropriate balances of THC and CBD to be included in marketed products.  

17. For teenagers, drugs are often easier to obtain than alcohol. They can be obtained in 
school or from street sellers, while alcohol must be bought from a hotel or shop, 
putting the seller’s licence at risk.  

4.2 Selected negative international impacts 

18. In America, people of colour are far more likely to be incarcerated for drug sale or 
use than whites.  In Australia, indigenous Australians are almost twice as likely as 
whites to consume illegal drugs and 10 times as likely to be in gaol, though the 
proportion inside for drug offences is not known.  

 
16  https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/prisoners-australia/  
17  https://www.cdpp.gov.au/crimes-we-prosecute/serious-drugs/drug-trafficking-selling-and-cultivation  
18  For example, as found by the Victorian Broad-Based Anti-Corruption Commission in 2014. 

https://www.harmreductionaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Pill-Testing-Pilot-ACT-June-2018-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/prisoners-australia/latest-release
https://www.cdpp.gov.au/crimes-we-prosecute/serious-drugs/drug-trafficking-selling-and-cultivation
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19. Also in America, “increased deaths from drug overdoses reflect increased rates of 
addiction to opioids….Over the last decade, the synthetic drug known as fentanyl 
mentioned above has been mixed into heroin — or in some places has replaced it. 
That has made the drug supply more deadly, since it is difficult for users to know the 
dose they are taking.”19 

20. Drugs carry high risk - well over 100,000 Mexicans have been killed since the drug 
war started in December 2006.20  US drug policies assist the Mexican drug cartels by 
increasing import prices.  

21. In the Philippines, the current president (Rodrigo Duterte) has waged war on drugs 
since his election in 2016, killing over 27,000 including many innocent adults and 
children.  The International Criminal Court has sought authorisation from The Hague 
tribunal to open a full investigation into President Duterte’s ongoing war on drugs for 
the period 2016 to 2019 when the Philippines withdrew from the ICC. 

22. In Laos, the government had a major crackdown on opium production and 
consumption commencing in 2001 at the insistence of the UN Office of Drugs and 
Crime under pressure from the US.  The result was a huge increase in the use of 
amphetamines, mainly imported from Burma.  The crackdown caused more problems 
than it solved. 

4.3 Possible positive outcomes from criminalisation  

1. The illegality of drugs indicates to some people that the government thinks that drugs 
are undesirable or dangerous, thus limiting purchase and use.  There is however, 
little evidence that decriminalisation leads to increased overall consumption21.   

2. It is possible (though uncertain) that prohibition has limited the consumption of drugs 
by children. 

4.4 Negative outcomes from legalisation 

Given that there are few if any positive outcomes from drug criminalisation it would be 
expected that there would be equally few negative outcomes from legalisation.  This is in fact 
the case.  The only negative outcome suggested in several discussions on the topic, is that 
drug-related organized crime will seek to find alternative sources of income, replacing (for 
example) the tens of billions of dollars it earns annually from cannabis marketing in America 
and Mexico.  The impact of national legalisation of cannabis in America on the Mexican 
cartels would be devastating.  Perhaps some of the cartels and American gangs could find 
alternative income sources in legal drug production and marketing.  

4.5 Does prohibition cut the consumption of drugs? 

It is sometimes said that consumption will increase if drugs are legalised, and this is certainly 
possible.  However, America introduced a nationwide constitutional ban on the production, 
import, transport, and sale of alcoholic beverages from 1920 to 1933, often referred to as 
“prohibition”.  Although initially quite widely supported, it ended as a major disaster, cutting 
legal employment and state taxes, and generating huge profits for criminals.  Al Capone was 
reported to earn $60 million per year, at a time when the average wage was $1000.22  
Average alcohol consumption increased from 3 litres per capita per year in 1919 to 4.5 litres 
in 1929.23   

 
19  New York Times, 26 November 2019 “It’s Not Just Poor White People Driving a Decline in Life 

Expectancy” 
20  https://edition.cnn.com/2013/09/02/world/americas/mexico-drug-war-fast-facts   
21  See for example 

https://www.drugpolicy.org.au/decriminalisation_of_drug_use_and_possession_in_australia  
22  See for example https://www.alcoholproblemsandsolutions.org/effects-of-prohibition/  
23  https://priceonomics.com/did-prohibition-reduce-drinking/. It is noted however that consumption now 

exceeds 9 litres/adult/year. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/18/health/heroin-fentanyl-deaths-baltimore.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_beverage
https://edition.cnn.com/2013/09/02/world/americas/mexico-drug-war-fast-facts
https://www.drugpolicy.org.au/decriminalisation_of_drug_use_and_possession_in_australia
https://www.alcoholproblemsandsolutions.org/effects-of-prohibition/
https://priceonomics.com/did-prohibition-reduce-drinking/
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There are mixed reports on whether legalising cannabis in American states has resulted in 
an increase or decrease in consumption.  However, it is clearly generating increasing tax 
revenues, for example reaching $270 million in Colorado in 2018.  One indication that 
consumption may have increased, is that sales of alcohol have fallen, by around 20% since 
2014.24  Further research is needed. 

It is also noted that consumption of drugs that have negative impacts on health can be 
reduced by a combination of research, the publication of findings and increasing price 
through taxation.  Cigarette smoking in Australia is a good example, with consumption 
declining from 72% of adult males in 1945 (after the Second World War) to 15% in 2019.  
Smoking by women peaked at 30% in 1980 and is currently 11%.  This demonstrates that 
the consumption of addictive drugs with negative health impacts can be controlled.  

4.6 Drugs and music festivals 

The NSW state government is attempting to eliminate the use of drugs by people attending 
music festivals. There are three key aspects of this policy (i) to promote the use of sniffer 
dogs by the police in festival grounds, (ii) strip searching people suspected of carrying drugs, 
and (iii) banning the testing of pills. Each one is extremely negative.  

Sniffer dogs in particular often cause festival goers to ingest all the drugs they are carrying 
before the dogs find them. This on its own is a major cause of overdosing and on occasion 
death. Strip searching is also highly problematic, since it can traumatise the young, 
particularly girls, with children as young as 11 being strip searched. Moreover, only 28% of 
strip searches at festivals in NSW in 2018/19 found any drugs.25   

The banning of pill testing is also a major negative, since testing provides reasonable 
certainty as to the content and strength of pills.  This will often allow advice to be provided to 
the owner on any risks involved in taking some or all of the drugs in his/her possession. 

Sadly, the NSW government is adamant in its intention to retain all of its policies with respect 
to drug use at music festivals. It will thus be directly responsible for future deaths at festivals 
and for traumatising the children subjected to strip searches. The policies need to change 
urgently, even if the recommendation of this paper – to legalise all drugs – is not 
implemented in the short or even the long term.  

5 So, what should be done? 

I am now strongly in favour of legalising and regulating almost all drugs, selling them through 
pharmacies or special licensed drug shops.  They should be taxed in the same way as 
cigarettes, though not at such a high level that a black market re-emerges.  The tax 
generated could be used to help people quit drugs that are dangerous, provide medical 
treatment when needed, and educate all about issues relating to over-use or addiction.  For 
example, pregnant women need to fully avoid using amphetamines and most other drugs 
(including alcohol and tobacco), while access by the young needs to be prevented as far as 
possible.  The tax raised could also be applied to limiting the illegal import, manufacture and 
sale of drugs.  

This would have numerous benefits: (i) getting organized crime out of the drug market, 
(ii) managing quality and thus preventing accidental deaths at music festivals and elsewhere, 
(iii) educating people on the issues relating to drug use and dependency, and (iv) removing 
the offence of drug ownership and keeping legal drug vendors and users out of the criminal 
justice system, thus reducing Australia’s prison population by about 6000. 

 
24  https://www.marketwatch.com/story/heres-what-the-numbers-show-about-the-impact-of-legalizing-

marijuana-2019-04-09  
25  https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/courts-law/inquest-into-drug-deaths-of-six-people-calls-for-

legal-personal-use-pill-testing-at-music-festivals/news-story/8791c63527f8930122e6d3e7b70f56c9  

https://www.marketwatch.com/story/heres-what-the-numbers-show-about-the-impact-of-legalizing-marijuana-2019-04-09
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/heres-what-the-numbers-show-about-the-impact-of-legalizing-marijuana-2019-04-09
https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/courts-law/inquest-into-drug-deaths-of-six-people-calls-for-legal-personal-use-pill-testing-at-music-festivals/news-story/8791c63527f8930122e6d3e7b70f56c9
https://www.news.com.au/national/nsw-act/courts-law/inquest-into-drug-deaths-of-six-people-calls-for-legal-personal-use-pill-testing-at-music-festivals/news-story/8791c63527f8930122e6d3e7b70f56c9
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Once production, marketing and use are legal, those who are convicted of illegally importing, 
manufacturing or selling drugs on the black-market would need to be severely punished. 

There are some problems with such a policy, but they are not insuperable. There may be 
some drugs that should not be sold through pharmacies due to their potential to cause users 
to harm others.  However, for most drugs, almost all of their direct harm is to the user and 
sometimes his or her immediate family26.  Possession of any drugs classed as leading to 
violence should not be illegal, though sale should be illegal and attract severe penalties.  
The sale of drugs that are proven to cause harm to users at normal consumption levels 
should also not be legal. Issues will relate to new drugs that come onto the market from time 
to time which would need to be assessed, classified and monitored. 

The Australian National and State governments need to accept as soon as possible that 
their war on drugs has been lost, and take urgent steps to get the country into a sensible 
drug management position.  This should involve legalising and regulating all or almost all 
recreational drugs.  Decriminalisation is very much a second-best option, since it would 
leave the black market intact. 

JonathanC 
24 June 2021 

 
26  A few years ago, I thought that crystal meth/ice could cause users to harm others, but recent research 

suggests that it is among the least harmful drugs in this regard.  Alcohol, however, can cause extreme 
harm to others due to street violence and car crashes – orders of magnitude more than any illegal drug. 
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