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Asked by Mrs Elizabeth Kikkert MLA: To askthe Minister for Corrections

In relation to: Costto house an inmatein the AMC

Ref: 2020-21 Budget Statement D, Table 38: Output Class 2: Corrective Services Operating Statement,
line item “Supplies and Services”.

1. How much does it cost the ACT per day to have an individual incarceratedin the AMC?
a. How comparableis this with other jurisdictions?

2. Isthe current cost a significant (over $50 a day) increase from last year’s cost per day?
a. Ifso,whatled totheincrease?

Mick Gentleman MLA: The answer tothe Member’s questionis as follows:—

1. The total expenditure (including net operating expenditure and capital costs) per detainee
per day for 2019-20 in the ACT was $559.17.

a. Totalexpenditure on housing detainees eachday is higher in the ACT than in all
other Australian jurisdictions. However, it is important to note that (as reflected in
the Report of Government Services), data such as this is not directly comparable
between jurisdictions as the funding arrangements differ markedly.

2. Expenditure in the ACT has increased by more than $50 per day in 2019-20 when compared
to2018-19.
a. The average daily cost metricincludes variable costs incurred directly in housing each
detainee, in addition to fixed costs incurred by wider operations at the AMC. The
primary reason for the increase in daily costs per detainee betweenyears is the

reduction in detainee numbers, as the total daily cost — including fixed operational
costs —is distributed across a smaller cohort.
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