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To Whom it May Concern,

 

As a resident of Garran, I am expressing grave concern about the proposed development site and
access points for the ACT government’s SPIRE Canberra Hospital Development. The lack of
proper consultation or even an overarching plan for the Canberra Hospital Campus was evident from
the presentation given by Health Minister Rachel Stephen-Smith at the Woden Valley Community
Council meeting on 6 Nov 2019. I want to emphasise the tremendous level of frustration felt by
the Woden Valley community about the lack of consultation surrounding the SPIRE
development. The fact that a Development Application has been submitted for a project of this size
prior to community consultation further underlines this issue.

The current proposed site for SPIRE on the corner of Gilmore Cres and Palmer St is a short-sighted
fix which does not take into consideration the long-term needs of the near-by residential community or
the wider community that uses the hospital. Adding to the problem of the poor proposed location of
SPIRE are the problematic proposed access routes. Access to the emergency department from
Yamba Dr ensures a shorter travel time for ambulances compare to driving around Hindmarsh Dr
then onto Palmer St, a small residential street. Under the current proposal, drivers self-presenting to
Emergency will be required to drive along the school zone section of Gilmore Cres before turning
onto Hospital Road. These drivers are highly likely to be distracted by either their own pain or the
distress of a loved one that they are transporting to the hospital. We all know the danger posed by
distracted drivers. Both Gilmore Cres and Palmer St are residential streets with lots of foot traffic as
well as cars parking to pick up/drop off children at Garran primary school. It makes no sense to turn

residential streets into access routes for Australia’ 3rd busiest emergency department! By moving
ahead with this proposed SPIRE location and these proposed access routes for private vehicles and
ambulances, the ACT government is risking the lives of more children like Katie Bender. Katie’s death
is a sad reminder of the consequence of poor planning by the ACT government.  

The original proposal to upgrade the centrally located Building 3 with access off Yamba Drive, a
major road, is a sensible proposal which should be developed in the Master Plan. ACT government
will find that the majority of residents’ concerns surrounding the SPIRE development can be
addressed by moving SPIRE to its originally proposed location accessible via Yamba Drive.

  

- Folly of focusing on expansion in 1 hospital to cater for growing population. Ignoring need
for services in North Canberra.

A single-site expansion is a knee jerk reaction to unacceptably long waiting times for the emergency
department at Canberra Hospital. I have spoken with nursing staff who work in the Canberra Hospital
so I am aware that that one of the problems is a lack of beds in other departments for patients to be
moved into so that they do not need to take up the beds within Emergency. There is no doubt that the
capacity of our health services needs to keep up with population growth. Considering this population
expansion, especially in the north of Canberra, it is extremely short-sighted of the government to
focus on expanding Canberra Hospital in Woden without seriously considering development of an
additional, world-class hospital facility in Gungahlin or a substantial expansion to Calvary Hospital.
Although the University of Canberra Hospital is a great addition, the north of Canberra needs a large
hospital with all medical departments. 



Yours sincerely,
Mari Kondo
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