
QON No. 2 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
FOR THE AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT AND CITY SERVICES 
SUZANNE ORR MLA (CHAIR), CANDICE BURCH MLA (DEPUTY CHAIR), JAMES MILLIGAN MLA 

Inquiry into referred 2017-18 Annual and Financial Reports 
ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE 

Asked by James Milligan MLA: 

In relation to: 

1) The Annual report refers to Gungahlin future facility developments; what are these and when will 
they commence? 

2) What was the cost of the 2017 CBR Sport Awards held on 1 December 2017? 
3) Who specifically was consulted to develop the guidelines for Female Friendly Sporting Infrastructure? 

What cultural considerations were incorporated into this document as there are none specifically 
listed? 4) What was the cost of the long-term performance fee agreements for the Canberra Capitals 
and Canberra United? 

5) Why is there no mention of funding provided to other professional sporting teams such as GWS 
within the Annual Report? 

6) What costs are associated with establishing the National Convention Centre as the new home court 
for the Capitals? 

7) Why is there no mention in this report of the work completed to date on the ice sport centre 
feasibility study? 

8) Given constructing an ice sport centre was an election promise in 2016, why has it taken so long to 
complete and when will you to update the community? 

9) What level of communication and involvement has the Government had with the existing 
commercial ice rink in Canberra throughout the feasibility study process? 

10) How much has the ice sports centre feasibility study cost to date, including staff time from within the 
Directorate? 

In relation to the Community Contributions Scheme: 

1) What input has Active Canberra had to the proposed changes to the Community Contributions 

Scheme? 

2) Has the Directorate provided any advice to the Attorney General or the ACT Gambling and 

Racing Commission? 

3) Has there been any planning or modelling done to estimate the impact of these changes to local 

sport and recreation? 

4) Did the Directorate provide any advice to Attorney General or the ACT Gambling and Racing 

Commission on the definition of a professional and semi-professional sports team and how 

these changes to the Community Contributions Scheme 



In relation to Basketball and Netball in Canberra: 

1) What support is the ACT government giving to the Canberra Gunners to establish a presence 

and pathway for youth as part of the NSW Waratah League? 

2) Basketball ACT already uses school gyms plus Belconnen and Tuggeranong, the AIS and 

Kingsford Smith high school for competitions but they will need to find another venue very 

soon due to the growth and popularity of the sport, what support is being offered to increase 

court availability? 

3) The same problem exists for Netball in terms of facilities and growth, what is being done to 

support this sport? 

Minister for Sport and Recreation, Yvette BerryMLA: 

The answer to the Member's question is as follows:-

1) Construction of the first two playing fields as part of the Taylor District Playing Fields has commenced 
and will be completed in 2019. Further sportsground provision is also currently being planned within 
Throsby. A range of planning activities have commenced, in consultation with Tennis ACT and Netball 
ACT, to identify potential future locations for a district tennis facility and district netball facility to be 
provided in Gungahlin. 

2) The cost of the 2017 CBR Sport Awards was $151,818. This amount was offset by income from ticket 
sales and sponsorship totalling $86,700. 

3) a) As detailed on the final page of the "ACT Government Female Friendly Change Room@ Sporting 
Facilities" guide, a number of external sources were reviewed in the development of this document. 
This included similar guidelines produced by other governments (i.e. Victoria, South Australia) and 
state/national sporting organisations (i.e. Netball Victoria, Cricket Australia, AFL). Internal 
consultation included Venues Canberra (CMTEDD) and Sport and Recreation Facilities (TCCS). 
b) This document was specifically developed to address the needs of female sport participants. 
However, Sport and Recreation is currently developing a new Sports Pavilion Design Standard that 
will consider broader universal design requirements for ACT Government owned facilities. A number 
of sports will review the new draft design standard once it has been finalised. 

4) The long-term performance fee agreement with the Canberra Capitals is $250,000 per annum 
payable over a four year period ($1,000,000 in total) which was executed on 4 December 2017 and 
ends 30 June 2021. The Canberra United long term performance fee agreement is $125,000 per 
annum payable over a four year period ($500,000 in total) which was executed on 
20 December 2017 and ends 30 June 2021. 

5) Funding provided to professional sporting teams within the 2017-18 period is found under 
Performance Fee Agreements in Volume 3, pages 120-121. 

6) Sport and Recreation invested $250,000 in the court and equipment (backboards) and a further 
$125,000 of funding to support the permanent install of the court in the National Convention Centre 
(matched by the UC Capitals - $125,000). ACT Property Group invested $130,000 in stage 
modifications at the venue. The installation of LED sports lighting in the venue was funded entirely by 
the UC Capitals ($30,000). 
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7) At the time of drafting the Annual Report, work on the ACT Ice Sports Facility Options Analysis Report 
was ongoing and therefore was not covered in detail. 

8) The Options Analysis Report has been completed in line with the Government's election 
commitment. Further updates will be provided in coming weeks. 

9) None. 

10) The cost to date has been approximately $55,000 (excluding GST). The Directorate does not track 
staff time directly against projects, therefore a cost estimate of staff time has not been calculated. 

In relation to the Community Contributions Scheme: 

1) Active Canberra met with the Justice and Community Safety Directorate during the review of the 

community contributions scheme to provide advice to Government on community club funding of 

ACT sport and recreation facilities and program. 

2) Refer to above. 

3) There have been a number of reports that have modelled the allocation of sport and recreation 

funding by the ACT's community contributions scheme. These include the PricewaterhouseCoopers 

report - Community Contributions Scheme Impact Analysis, the Foundation for Alcohol Research and 

Education's report - Benefits and costs associated with licensed clubs operating poker machines in the 

ACT and the ACT Auditor-General report -ACT Clubs' Community Contributions. The current 

allocation of community benefit funding by clubs as outlined in these reports was considered by 

Government during the review of the community contributions scheme. 

The reforms to the community contribution scheme in the Gaming Legislation Amendment Bill 2018 

do not reduce the amount of community contributions that are administered by clubs. As before, 

clubs retain the ability to make decisions on how to allocate eight per cent of their net gaming 

machine revenue to the community, including local sport and recreation? 

4) The Directorate has not provided specific advice to Government on a definition of a professional and 

semi-professional sports team. The Directorate met with the Justice and Community Safety 

Directorate to provide advice on the nature of contributions by community clubs to professional and 

semi-professional sports teams in the Territory. 

On 1 November 2018, an exposure regulation was released which outlined the proposed changes to 

community contributions claims for funding for professional sport. As part of this consultation 

process, the Government is seeking feedback from stakeholders about what they consider would 

constitute professional and non-professional sport. This feedback will inform future decisions of 

Government in this space. 

In relation to Basketball and Netball in Canberra: 

1) The ACT Government continues to provide triennial funding to Basketball ACT to support their 

operations including their high performance and representative programs. 

2) The ACT Government is working with Basketball ACT to determine future facility requirements to 

address existing and future demand. Basketball ACT has been consulted in the development of the 

ACT Future Indoor Sports Facility Provision Feasibility Study which will be released shortly. 

3) The new Margaret Hendry School is under construction in the suburb of Taylor and will include 
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two external hardcourts line marked for netball and basketball. The courts can be accessible to 

the community and Netball ACT outside of school hours through a hiring agreement with the 

school. Further to this, the ACT Government is working with Netball ACT to identify possible 

locations for a District Netball Facility in Gungahlin. 

Approved for circ~e.St--::'><~C=or!!_~tee on Environment and Transport and City Services 
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