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Inquiry into referred 2017-18 Annual and Financial Reports 
QUESTION ON NOTICE 

Mr Alistair Coe MLA: To ask the Minister for Planning and Land Management 

2 9 NOV 2018 

Ref: Environment, Planning and Sustainable Development Directorate: Annual Report 2017-18, Land 
Release Policy, page 32 

In relation to: commercial land release 

1. What were the specific reasons each of the following blocks were not released during 2017-18: 
a. Block 1 Section 295 Wanniassa (the Erindale Centre Carpark); 
b. Block 1 Section 22 Moncrieff (Moncrieff local Centre); 
c. Block 29 Section 149 Belconnen (the former water police site). 

2. Further to part 1, what date will each of the identified blocks be released? 

3. How has the commercial land release schedule been adjusted to accommodate for the later release. 
of the blocks identified in part 1? 

4. How did the limited released of commercial land during 2017-18 affect the (i) supply, (ii) demand, 
and (iii) prices of commercial blocks? 

a. If the impact of the limited release of commercial land was not modelled, advise why it not 
considered or modelled? 

MICK GENTLEMAN: The answer to the Member's question is as follows: 

1. The following blocks were not released during 2017-18; 
a. Block 1 Section 295 Wanniassa was identified as a land release opportunity in the 2012 

Erindale Group Centre Master Plan. As part of preparing for the release of the site in 2017-
18, a further investigation was conducted by the Suburban Land Agency into the viability of 
the release. The investigation found that replacement car parking provisions would mean 
that the site would not be financially viable at this time. With the review of parking 
provisions across the ACT underway, a future release will be informed by the findings of 
this review. 

b. As part of preparing for the release of Block 1 Section 22 Moncrieff a study was 
commissioned by the Suburban Land Agency on the expected retail demand for Moncrieff 
and the surrounding region. A planning report is currently being prepared to seek a 
Territory Plan Variation process to permit the full-line supermarket. 



c. Block 29 Section 149 Belconnen was released for sale in May 2018 in accordance with the 
Indicative Land Release Program, during the sales period it was considered that the 
outcome for the sale of the site by auction was unlikely to meet the Suburban Land Agency 
and the community's design and development vision for the site. Following careful 
consideration the former Belconnen Water Police Station site was then withdrawn from 
the market in June 2018. The Suburban Land Agency now intends to re-release the site by 
a tender process that will include a number of non-financial objectives to be fulfilled, 
ensuring that the final development outcome on the site is in accordance with the 
community's expectations outlined in the Belconnen Town Centre Master Plan. 

2. Future release of; 
a. Block 1 Section 295 Wanniassa has been rescheduled for release in 2021-22. 

b. Block 1 Section 22 Moncrieff has not been confirmed for release. 

c. It is anticipated that the release of the Block 29 Section 149 Belconnen will occur in the 
2019-20 financial year, subject to the approval of Territory Plan Variation no. 342. 

3. The Indicative Land Release Program is an annual publication and will be adjusted accordingly. 

4. It is important to note that mixed use land can also be used for a number of commercial purposes. 
The combined amount of mixed use and commercial land released in 2017-18 was 99,021m2

• This 
compares to the combined target of 101,070m2

• Given the minor variation between target and 
actual release, modelling of supply, demand and prices has not been undertaken. 
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By the Minister for Planning and Land Management, Mick Gentleman MLA 

Page 2 of 2 


