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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE 
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 

 
2012–2013–2014–2015 

NOTICE PAPER 
No. 88 

WEDNESDAY, 18 FEBRUARY 2015 

The Assembly meets this day at 10 am 

___________________________________ 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Notices 

 *1 MR HANSON: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

(a) a community organisation has been fined for exposing ACT school 
children to a convicted criminal without the required Working with 
Vulnerable People clearance; 

(b) the breach involved ACT schools under the responsibility of the 
Minister for Education and Training; 

(c) the Minister has failed to adequately address her full involvement or 
any influence she had in these events; and 

(d) the Minister has a significant conflict of interest with regard to these 
events; and 

(2) calls on the Chief Minister to: 

(a) establish an independent and transparent inquiry into the circumstances 
surrounding these events and to report in full to the Assembly by 
30 June 2015; 

(b) stand Minister Burch down as ACT Education and Training Minister 
immediately pending the outcomes of that inquiry; and 
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(c) consult with the Leader of the Opposition and Mr Rattenbury on the 
terms of reference for the inquiry and the selection of the individual to 
conduct the inquiry. (Notice given 17 February 2015. Notice will be 
removed from the Notice Paper unless called on within 8 sitting 
weeks—standing order 125A). 

 *2 MS FITZHARRIS: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the Government has committed to urban renewal as a policy priority; 

(b) that urban renewal is vital to growing Canberra’s economy and 
strengthening its community by improving productivity, connectivity 
and sustainability; 

(c) that much of the ACT’s public housing stock was built to the standards 
of an earlier time, is reaching the end of its useful life, and is in need of 
renewal; and 

(d) the importance of public transport, including light rail, to delivering 
good urban renewal outcomes; and 

(2) resolves to support the Government’s work to: 

(a) deliver urban renewal in Canberra’s suburbs and town centres; 

(b) renew Canberra’s public housing stock; and 

(c) assist urban renewal by delivering the first stage of a new light rail line. 
(Notice given 17 February 2015. Notice will be removed from the 
Notice Paper unless called on within 8 sitting weeks—standing order 
125A). 

 *3 MR DOSZPOT: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) that last year there were several incidents with faulty gas, wiring and 
electrical equipment in Canberra schools that required evacuation and 
the attendance of emergency services; 

(b) research published in The Canberra Times in September 2014 indicated 
that many ACT public schools are at capacity or will reach capacity 
within a few years making overcrowding and hot classrooms even more 
of an issue; and 

(c) that during 2014 the ACT Branch of the Australian Education Union 
(AEU) expressed concern that too many ACT public schools were 
without sufficient cooling in classrooms, meaning that on days of 
extreme hot weather students and staff were forced to work in 
temperatures above published AEU guidelines; and 

(2) calls on the Government to: 

(a) provide details of which ACT public schools are without efficient air 
cooling in classrooms to allow students and staff to work in acceptable 
temperatures in line with AEU guidelines; 
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(b) commit to deliver improvements to those schools that do not have them 
this school year; and 

(c) honour their 2012 election commitment to invest $70m new funding for 
school infrastructure maintenance. (Notice given 17 February 2015. 
Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper unless called on within 8 
sitting weeks—standing order 125A). 

 *4 MS LAWDER: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that: 

(a) the Productivity Commission Report on Government Services for 
2013-14 highlights that 2300 people are on the ACT public housing 
waiting list; 

(b) the ACT has Australia’s second highest rate of homelessness, at 50 
people per 10 000 of the population; 

(c) there has been an increase of more than 900 people on the ACT public 
housing waiting list since 2010; 

(d) the number of public housing dwellings in the ACT has dropped by 
approximately 300 compared to 10 years ago; 

(e) Canberra’s private rental housing market remains one of Australia’s 
least affordable for low and moderate income earners; and 

(f) there are a significant number of ACT public housing properties with 
structural problems; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to provide detailed information, by the last 
sitting day in March, of what action it is taking in relation to: 

(a) providing exits from ACT homelessness services; 

(b) helping all those leaving domestic violence, young people, families, 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, people with disabilities and the 
elderly to be housed in ACT public housing; 

(c) rehousing tenants from the Northbourne Flats, ABC Flats and 
Strathgordon public housing properties; 

(d) if required, helping South Canberra Motor Park residents, including 
where it will rehouse those residents; and 

(e) maintenance and repairs of ACT public housing properties. (Notice 
given 17 February 2015. Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper 
unless called on within 8 sitting weeks—standing order 125A). 

 *5 MS PORTER: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes the importance of local community services in fostering inclusion and 
equality across the ACT community; 

(2) recognises the strong partnerships which exist between the ACT Government 
and community and not-for-profit sectors in the planning and provision of 
local services; 

(3) notes the work that the ACT Government is currently doing to: 
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(a) pursue reforms which support the long-term viability of the not-for-
profit and community sector in a constrained fiscal environment; and 

(b) lobby the Commonwealth for greater funding certainty; and 

(4) acknowledges the risks posed to important community services in the ACT by 
the continued uncertainty around Commonwealth funding. (Notice given 17 
February 2015. Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper unless called 
on within 8 sitting weeks—standing order 125A). 

 *6 MRS DUNNE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the general poor state of urban maintenance in Belconnen, including: 

(i) long grass; 

(ii) weed infested median strips; 

(iii) unkempt parks; 

(iv) cracked and dangerous paths; 

(v) the dilapidated state of many shopping centres; and 

(vi) the build up of combustible material in urban open spaces; and 

(b) the steady increase in rates for Belconnen residents; and 

(2) calls on the ACT Government to reprioritise the upkeep of the urban amenity 
of Belconnen. (Notice given 17 February 2015. Notice will be removed from 
the Notice Paper unless called on within 8 sitting weeks—standing order 
125A). 

 7 MR COE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes regarding light rail that the Government’s $783 million cost figure does 
not include: 

(a) the $43.7 million in past, current and future expenses incurred by the 
Capital Metro Agency; 

(b) the $20 million provided in the 2014-15 Budget to Territory and 
Municipal Services to help prepare the Gungahlin to the City corridor 
for light rail; and 

(c) the cost of establishing park and ride facilities along the route; 

(2) expresses concern that the Government will be required to pay for, at least in 
part: 

(a) the relocation of the pipes and wires along Northbourne Avenue; and 

(b) the associated roadworks, particularly on Flemington Road, required to 
operate light rail; and 

(3) calls on the ACT Government to delay the light rail project until a time in 
Canberra’s development when the population and population density can 
sustain such a system. (Notice given 28 October 2014. Notice will be removed 
from the Notice Paper unless called on within 3 sitting weeks—standing order 
125A). 
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 8 DR BOURKE: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes that the recently released report of the Climate Council titled “The 
Australian Renewable Energy Race: Which States are Winning or Losing?” 
found: 

(a) that Australia’s States and Territories have an important leadership role 
to play in tackling climate change and growing Australia’s renewable 
energy industry; 

(b) that the ACT is “punching above its weight” in terms of effective 
emissions reductions targets; 

(c) that South Australia and the ACT are in the “best position to reap the 
benefits of the global shift to cleaner energy”; and 

(d) that Australia has substantial opportunities for renewable energy but 
that a lack of clear federal policy has led to a drop in renewable energy 
investments; 

(2) further notes that: 

(a) the most recent 2014 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
report has estimated that renewable energy must make up more than 
80% of electricity generation by 2050 to avoid dangerous levels of 
global warming; and 

(b) the economics for renewables has changed dramatically in recent years, 
with wind and solar costs falling rapidly as global take-up accelerates; 
and 

(3) supports the ACT Government’s renewable energy policy settings which will: 

(a) place the ACT in a strong position to benefit from the global shift to 
renewable energy; and 

(b) contribute to delivering the ACT’s 40% greenhouse targets. (Notice 
given 25 November 2014. Notice will be removed from the Notice Paper 
unless called on within 4 sitting weeks—standing order 125A). 

Orders of the day 

 1 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY (MINISTERS) BILL 2013: 
(Mr Hanson): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 5 June 2013—
Mr Barr).  

 2 PAYROLL TAX AMENDMENT BILL 2013: (Mr Smyth): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 7 August 2013—Mr Rattenbury).  

 3 GOVERNMENT PROCUREMENT (TRANSPARENCY IN SPENDING) 
AMENDMENT BILL 2014: (Mr Coe) Agreement in principle—Resumption of 
debate (from 24 September 2014—Mr Barr).  

 4 LIGHT RAIL NETWORK PROJECT: Resumption of debate (from 
26 November 2014—Mr Gentleman) on the motion of Mr Coe—That this 
Assembly: 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_47675/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_47844/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50491/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50491/default.asp
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(1) notes regarding the Full Business Case for light rail released on 31 October 
2014: 

(a) the benefit-cost ratio has fallen from the 2012 estimate of 2.34 to just 
1.2; 

(b) the business case does not include the cost of finance which is expected 
to be at least $70 million per year; 

(c) the ACT Government may adopt “high risk work components not 
within the potential control of the delivery partner” regarding the 
relocation of utilities; and 

(d) the cost of parking after light rail is operational is not disclosed; 

(2) according to former ACT Treasury official, Dr David Hughes: 

(a) the business case understates the likely cost and overstates the benefits; 

(b) of the $984 million in published benefits, $579 million are 
unsubstantiated increases in land values and productivity; and 

(c) the transport benefits to cost ratio is just 0.5; and 

(3) calls on the ACT Government to cancel the project. 

And on the amendment moved by Mr Corbell—Omit all words after “That this 
Assembly”, substitute: “notes that: 
(1) the full business case for Capital Metro was released on 31 October 2014, 

along with calls for expressions of interest to build and operate the light rail 
system; 

(2) the business case was produced using analysis performed by internationally 
renowned economic advisers EY, which delivered prudent and conservative 
economic analysis of the project; 

(3) the business case was developed using best practice, robust methodologies 
from technical, financial, community and social sectors; 

(4) release of the business case is an unusual step for governments to take, and 
shows the Government’s commitment to making this an open and transparent 
project; 

(5) the business case analysis shows that Capital Metro stage 1 will produce 
nearly one billion dollars in benefits for the ACT’s economy, a return of 
$1.20 for every $1 spent on the project. This includes: 
(a) $222 million in transport time savings; 
(b) $140 million in infrastructure efficiency savings; 
(c) $198 million in wider economic benefits; 
(d) $240 million in land use benefits; 
(e) $13 million in environmental and other benefits; and 
(f) $5 million in walking and cycling health benefits; 

(6) without Capital Metro, adopting a business as usual approach, in 2031 the 
car journey from Gungahlin to the city in peak times will be over 50 minutes. 
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Travel time by light rail over the whole Capital Metro route will be around 
25 minutes;  

(7) the light rail project will create 3,500 jobs in the construction phase alone, 
which is of particular significance to the ACT in light of the decline in the 
ACT economy on account of Commonwealth Government cuts; and 

(8) the Government is proceeding to the Expressions of Interest stage with 
release of RFP scheduled for the second quarter of 2015.”. (Order of the day 
will be removed from the Notice Paper unless called on within 4 sitting 
weeks—standing order 152A). 

 5 LIGHT RAIL NETWORK PROJECT—FUTURE OF TREES: Resumption of 
debate (from 11 February 2015—Mr Rattenbury) on the motion of Mr Coe—That 
this Assembly: 

(1) notes a Tree Inventory Report completed for the ACT Government found 
that: 

(a) there were 531 Eucalyptus elata trees located within the median strip 
between Alinga and Mouat Streets on Northbourne Avenue; 

(b) 75% of these trees exhibited good or fair health; and 

(c) 65% of these trees had a useful life expectancy of 20 years or greater; 

(2) notes that in order to construct Capital Metro, it is likely all these trees will 
have to be chopped down; and 

(3) calls on the ACT Government to cancel the Capital Metro Light Rail project. 
(Order of the day will be removed from the Notice Paper unless called on 
within 7 sitting weeks—standing order 152A). 

___________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 

Orders of the day 

 1 ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL 2014 (NO 2): (Attorney-General): 
Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 27 November 2014—
Mr Hanson). 

 2 MONITORING OF PLACES OF DETENTION (OPTIONAL PROTOCOL 
TO THE CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE) BILL 2013: (Attorney-
General): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 21 March 2013). 

 3 PUBLIC SECTOR BILL 2014: (Chief Minister): Agreement in principle—
Resumption of debate (from 27 November 2014—Mr Hanson). 

 4 ANNUAL REPORTS (GOVERNMENT AGENCIES) AMENDMENT BILL 
2014: (Chief Minister): Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
27 November 2014—Mr Hanson). 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50950/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_47444/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_47444/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50937/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50937/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50937/default.asp
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 5 PUBLIC POOLS BILL 2014: (Minister for Sport and Recreation): Agreement in 
principle—Resumption of debate (from 27 November 2014—Mr Doszpot). 

 6 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT ACT—CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL 
REPORT—DECEMBER QUARTER 2012—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE 
NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 14 February 2013—Mr Smyth) 
on the motion of Mr Barr—That the Assembly takes note of the paper. 

 7 CLOSING THE GAP REPORT 2013—MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 
8 August 2013—Mr Wall) on the motion of Mr Rattenbury—That the Assembly 
takes note of the paper. 

 8 GROWTH, DIVERSIFICATION AND JOBS—A BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR THE ACT—2013 IMPLEMENTATION 
REPORT—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF PAPER: Resumption of 
debate (from 17 September 2013—Mr Smyth) on the motion of Mr Barr—That the 
Assembly takes note of the paper. 

___________________________________ 

ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 

Notices 

 1 MS BURCH: To move—That this Assembly: 

(1) notes: 

(a) the Government has committed to conducting reviews of a number of 
future reforms of the electronic gaming industry in the ACT, including 
the benefits of cash input limits; 

(b) the cash input limit could be either a limit on the denomination of the 
note accepted by the machine, the number of notes entered by an 
individual player, the total value of notes entered by an individual, or a 
combination of some or all of these options; and 

(c) the ACT currently has a $250 ATM daily withdrawal limit in licensed 
electronic gaming venues and a $20 note machine acceptor limit; and 

(2) resolves: 

(a) that a Select Committee be established to inquire and report into the 
appropriateness of regulating cash limits and various options available 
to government; 

(b) that the committee will be comprised of two members of the 
Government and two members of the Opposition, with proposed 
members to be nominated to the Speaker by 4 pm this sitting day; 

(c) that the chair of the committee is a Government member; and 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50951/default.asp
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(d) the committee report by the last sitting day of May 2015 with a 
response from the Government by the first sitting day of August 2015. 
(Notice given 10 February 2015. Notice will be removed from the 
Notice Paper unless called on within 7 sitting weeks—standing order 
125A). 

 *2 MR SMYTH: To move—That: 

(1) a Select Committee on Estimates 2015-2016 be appointed to examine the 
expenditure proposals contained in the Appropriation Bill 2015-2016, the 
Appropriation (Office of the Legislative Assembly) Bill 2015-2016 and any 
revenue estimates proposed by the Government in the 2015-2016 Budget and 
prepare a report to the Assembly; 

(2) in keeping with Continuing Resolution 8A, the committee be composed of: 

(a) two Members to be nominated by the Government; and 

(b) three Members to be nominated by the Opposition; 

to be notified in writing to the Speaker by 4 pm today; 

(3) an Opposition Member shall be elected chair of the committee by the 
committee; 

(4) funds be provided by the Assembly to permit the engagement of external 
expertise to work with the committee to facilitate the analysis of the Budget 
and the preparation of the report of the committee; 

(5) the committee is to report by Tuesday, 4 August 2015; 

(6) if the Assembly is not sitting when the committee has completed its inquiry, 
the committee may send its report to the Speaker or, in the absence of the 
Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is authorised to give directions for its 
printing, publishing and circulation; and 

(7) the foregoing provisions of this resolution, so far as they are inconsistent with 
the standing orders, have effect notwithstanding anything contained in the 
standing orders. (Notice given 17 February 2015. Notice will be removed 
from the Notice Paper unless called on within 8 sitting weeks—standing order 
125A). 

Orders of the day 

 1 PUBLIC ACCOUNTS—STANDING COMMITTEE—REPORT NO. 6—
INQUIRY INTO THE PROPOSED APPROPRIATION (LOOSE-FILL 
ASBESTOS INSULATION ERADICATION) BILL 2014-2015—
GOVERNMENT RESPONSE—PAPER—MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF 
PAPER: Resumption of debate (from 4 December 2014—Mr Hanson) on the 
motion of Mr Barr—That the Assembly take note of the paper. (Order of the day 
will be removed from the Notice Paper unless called on within 6 sitting weeks—
standing order 152A.) 
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Last sitting day in March 2015 

 2 STANDING COMMITTEES: Presentation of reports on annual and financial 
reports for the calendar year 2014 and the financial year 2013-14 pursuant to order 
of the Assembly of 25 September 2014. 

Last sitting day in June 2015 

 3 HEALTH, AGEING, COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES—
STANDING COMMITTEE: Presentation of report on the exposure draft of the 
Drugs of Dependence (Cannabis Use for Medical Purposes) Amendment Bill 2014 
and related discussion paper, pursuant to order of the Assembly of 7 August 2014. 

________________________________ 

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS 

Order of the day 

 1 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (CALL-IN POWER) AMENDMENT 
BILL 2014: (Mr Rattenbury) Agreement in principle—Resumption of debate (from 
18 September 2014—Ms Berry).  

__________________________________ 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
On the first sitting day of a period of sittings a complete Notice Paper is published containing 
all unanswered questions. On subsequent days, only new and redirected or revised questions 
are included on the Notice Paper. 

 

Unanswered questions 

 
364-368. 
 

 
 
 

 T Duncan 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly 
 
 

___________________________________ 

http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50465/default.asp
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/b/db_50465/default.asp
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GOVERNMENT TO RESPOND TO PETITIONS 
(in accordance with standing order 100) 

By 24 February 2015 

CIT Auslan course—Cancellation—Minister for Education and Training—Petition lodged by 
Ms Lawder (Pet 18-14) 

By 15 May 2015 

Narrabundah, Section 34 Blocks 12 and 13—CZ6 zoning—Minister for Planning—Petition 
lodged by Mr Doszpot (Pet 1-15) 

___________________________________ 

COMMITTEES 

Unless otherwise shown, appointed for the life of the Eighth Assembly. The dates of the 
amendments to the committees’ resolution of appointment are reflected, but not changes in the 

membership. 

Standing 

Pursuant to standing order 

ADMINISTRATION AND PROCEDURE: (Formed 6 November 2012): The Speaker 
(Chair), Dr Bourke, Mr Rattenbury, Mr Smyth. 

Pursuant to resolution 

EDUCATION, TRAINING AND YOUTH AFFAIRS: (Formed 27 November 2012): 
Ms Porter (Chair), Mr Doszpot, Ms Fitzharris, Mrs Jones.  

HEALTH, AGEING, COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES: (Formed 
27 November 2012): Dr Bourke (Chair), Ms Fitzharris, Ms Lawder, Mr Wall. 

JUSTICE AND COMMUNITY SAFETY: (Formed 27 November 2012): Mr Doszpot 
(Chair), Dr Bourke, Mrs Jones, Ms Porter. 

PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND TERRITORY AND MUNICIPAL SERVICES: 
(Formed 27 November 2012): Dr Bourke, Mr Coe, Ms Fitzharris, Mr Wall. 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (Formed 27 November 2012): Mr Smyth (Chair), Ms Fitzharris, 
Ms Lawder, Ms Porter. 
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Dissolved 

AMENDMENTS TO THE ELECTORAL ACT 1992 (Formed 20 March 2014): 
Mr Gentleman, (Chair), Mr Coe, Mr Rattenbury. (Released 30 June 2014; presented 5 August 
2014) 

ESTIMATES 2013-2014: (Formed 28 February 2013): Mr Hanson (Chair), Dr Bourke, 
Mr Gentleman, Mr Smyth. (Presented 6 August 2013) 

ESTIMATES 2014-2015 (Formed 27 February 2014): Mr Smyth (Chair), Ms Berry, 
Mrs Jones, Ms Porter. (Presented 5 August 2014) 

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT: (Formed 28 February 2013): Ms Berry (Chair), Ms Porter, 
Mr Smyth, Mr Wall. (Presented 27 February 2014) 

___________________________________ 
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