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RECOMMENDATION 

1. The committee recommends that the Plan of Management for Canberra’s Urban Lakes 
and Ponds be endorsed. 

 

Background—On 23/4/01 the Minister for Urban Services referred the Plan of Management 
for Canberra’s Urban Lakes and Ponds to the committee.  This report is the result of the 
committee’s consideration of the Plan of Management. 
 
The Plan of Management—The Plan of Management ‘describes the way in which 
Canberra’s Urban Lakes and Ponds are to be managed to provide for public and community 
use and environmental values and protection’.1 The Plan excludes Lake Burley Griffin (which 
is managed by the NCA) and the Jerrabomberra Wetlands (which are managed by 
Environment ACT under its own Plan of Management).2  The Plan of Management identifies 
the six government agencies with some responsibility for Canberra’s lakes and ponds.3  Three 
distinct water management zones are identified in the Plan.4  Strategies for meeting the 
Territory Plan’s management objectives are itemised;5 and the Plan contains a detailed list of 
activities which are permitted (or not permitted) on each lake or pond.6 
 
Conduct of the inquiry—On 11/5/01 the committee conducted a public hearing attended by 
officers of Canberra Urban Parks and Places. 
 
Conclusion—The committee considers the Plan of Management meets statutory requirements 
and provides useful information for all users of Canberra’s lakes and ponds.  In particular, the 
committee compliments DUS [Canberra Urban Parks and Places] on the following aspects of 
the Plan: 
 
� providing information about how the Plan relates to other planning and management 

systems;7   
 
� recognising that the Plan needs to draw attention to the need for appropriate ‘asset 

management strategies’ to be developed.8  [In an earlier report by this committee on a tree 
management strategy for the ACT, the committee drew attention to the need to develop 
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appropriate strategies to preserve Canberra’s street trees and trees on other public land.9  
The same point applies to public assets like ponds and lakes.] 

 
� providing detailed information about each pond and lake;10   
 
� listing the performance measures;11 and 
 
� providing a succinct, comprehensive range of information in the Appendices about the 

meaning of terms used in the Plan [Appendix a], relevant legislation [Appendix b], 
management agencies and administrative arrangements [Appendix c], management 
guidelines [Appendix d], points of contact (including phone numbers) [Appendix e], and a 
bibliography [Appendix f]. 

 
What happens next—Following tabling of the committee’s report in the parliament, the 
government - having regard to this report - may approve the Plan of Management with or 
without amendment.  The government will table the Plan of Management that it has approved.  
Members of the Assembly have five sitting days to reject all, or part, of the Plan of 
Management tabled by the government. 
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