LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY FOR THE
AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

STANDING COMMITTEE ON
LEGAL AFFAIRS
(PERFORMING THE DUTIES OF A SCRUTINY
OF BILLS AND SUBORDINATE
LEGISLATION COMMITTEE)

SCRUTINY REPORT NO. 6

7 MARCH 2002




TERMS OF REFERENCE

(1) The Standing Committee on Legal Affairs (when performing the duties of a
scrutiny of bills and subordinate legislation committee) shall:

(@) consider whether any instrument of a legislative nature made under an
Act which is subject to disallowance and or disapproval by the Assembly
(including a regulation, rule or by-law):

(i) isinaccord with the general objects of the Act under which
it is made;

(i) unduly trespasses on rights previously established by law;

(iii)  makes rights, liberties and/or obligations unduly dependent
upon non-reviewable decisions; or

(iv) contains matter which in the opinion of the committee
should properly be dealt with in an Act of the Legislative
Assembly;

(b) consider whether any explanatory statement or explanatory memorandum
associated with legislation and any regulatory impact statement meets the
technical or stylistic standards expected by the Committee

(c) consider whether the clauses of bills introduced into the Assembly:

(i) unduly trespass on personal rights and liberties;

(i)  make rights, liberties and/or obligations unduly dependent
upon insufficiently defined administrative powers;

(iii)  make rights, liberties and/or obligations unduly dependent
upon non-reviewable decisions;

(iv) inappropriately delegate legislative powers; or

(v) insufficiently subject the exercise of legislative power to
parliamentary scrutiny.

(d) report to the Assembly on these or any related matter and if the Assembly
IS not sitting when the Committee is ready to report on bills and
subordinate legislation, the Committee may send its report to the Speaker,
or, in the absence of the Speaker, to the Deputy Speaker, who is
authorised to give directions for its printing, publication and circulation.
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ROLE OF THE COMMITTEE

The Committee examines all Bills and subordinate legislation presented to the
Assembly. It does not make any comments on the policy aspects of the legislation.
The Committee’s terms of reference contain principles of scrutiny that enable it to
operate in the best traditions of totally non-partisan, non-political technical scrutiny of
legislation. These traditions have been adopted, without exception, by all scrutiny
committees in Australia. Non-partisan, non-policy scrutiny allows the Committee to
help the Assembly pass into law Acts and subordinate legislation which comply with
the ideals set out in its terms of reference.




BILLS

Bills — No Comment

The Committee has examined the following Bill and offers no comment.
Pharmacy Amendment Bill 2002

The Pharmacy Amendment Bill 2002 provides for the delayed commencement of the
Pharmacy Amendment Act 2001.

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE

There is no matter for comment in this report.
SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION

There is no matter for comment in this report.
INTERSTATE AGREEMENTS

There is no matter for comment in this report.
REGULATORY IMPACT STATEMENTS

There is no matter for comment in this report.
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