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Page 186 of EPSDD Annual Report says “Investigations Close to the Edge — an investigation into the
effects of urban expansion on the environment of the ACT was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on
15 May 2025. The ACT Government will provide a formal response within 6 months of this date.”

1) Will the ACT Government provide a formal government response to the report?

2) Does the ACT Government consider that a formal government response is required under
legislation?

3) If yes, when will the ACT Government respond?
Ms Suzanne Orr MLA: The answer to the Member’s question is as follows:

1) The Government’s position on whether to make a formal response to the Commissioner for
Sustainability and the Environment’s (Commissioner) self-initiated investigation into the effects
of urban expansion on the environment remains under consideration.

2) Pursuant to s.21 of the Commissioner for Sustainability and the Environment Act 1993, the
Government does not have a statutory requirement to respond to the Commissioner’s self-
initiated investigation. The City and Environment Directorate will progress in early 2026 a
suitable corrigendum to page 186 of the EPSDD Annual Report 2024-25 to clarify this fact.

3) Refer question 1).
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